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n^ H R following narrative was not begim 
with a view to publication ; // hath been 
continued to the beginning of the Iq/i year at 
the dejire of fome refpediable perfons. Mr* 
Orme^s hi/iory^ and that of the decline of the 
Mogul empire by Mr. Dow, together with 
the relations of the mojl credible travellers j 
have furnijhed fome of the materials ; the 
records of the India Company the remainder. — 
^ruth and impartiality have been the '^vriter'^s 

\' aim — the reader will judge whether he hath 

^ fucceeded^ 

\ 
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O F 



BO M BAY, &c. 



TH E ifland of Bombay is the antient 
property of the Englifh Eiaft India 
Company; it hath hitherto been, of 
all her fettlements, the moft conducive to 
the greatnefs of the nation in Ada ; yet^ 
through the fplendor of atchicvement, great 
acquifition of territory, and immenfe harvefts 
of wealth in Bengal and the Coaft of Coro- 
niandel, it hath been in fome meafure over- 
looked, and, as if in a corner of the world, 
unnoticed. 

It receives great importance as well from 
Its fituation, fo advantageous not only in 
regard to external trade and the internal in 

A the 
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I 

the neighbouring provinces, as from the 
docks which are the only ones the Company 
have in India, and without which therefore 
there can be no maritime power in thofe re- 
gions. Hitherto the expence of maintain- 
ing hath not been defrayed by the produce ; 
but the prefent fituation of affairs in the 
neighbouring provinces, well improved, may 
place things on a different foot;^ and that ex- 
pence not only be cleared, but a confiderable 
revenue yielded, and a great influence in the 
weitern part of Indoftan obtained. Some ac- 
count therefore of this fettlement, and of the 
events which have offered this occafion of fb fa- 
vourable a change, may be ufeful at this time. 

In the midway between Goa and Surat on 
the Malabar Coaft, the land from Baflfein to 
Choul bends into a deep bay, in which lie 
the iflands of Salcet, Bombay, Caranjah, 
Hog Ifland, Elephanta, and Canary. Salcet 
is the mofl northern, feparated from the con- 
tinent by fo fmall a channel that it is called 
a river : on the Eaft the diflance is greater, 
but the channel is fordable. It is about 
tvventy miles long and as many broad. Its 
waters are wholefome ; its foil fruitful, na- 
turally abundant, and capable of great im- 
provement 5 
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provement; the produce is moftly rice; it 
was formerly the granary, of Goa. Half a 
mile to the South of this lies the ifland of 
Bombay, about eight miles long and twenty 
in circumference. Its diftance from the con- 
tinent IS about eight miles, and its fituatioii 
forms the harbour* It is well peopled, not- 
withftanding the water is bad. Caranjr.h 
produces rice to tlie value of 60,000 roupies 
a year ; Elephanta, of about 8,000 ; the 
others are little better than rocks. 

In the year 1661, the Portugueze being 
then mafters of that bay and thofe ifland s, 
they were given to Charles the Second as part 
of his Queen*s dowry. But the people fettled 
there did not eafily yield pofleffion; for, 
when a fleet of five fhips, with five hundred 
land forces, was fent by the King of Eng- 
land, with the proper muniments from tha 
court of Li{bon, entrance was refufed. This 
expedition was commanded by Lord Mall- 
borough, who, on thisrefufal, carried the fleet 
to Swally, which lies to the North of Surat : 
the jealouiy of the inhabitants obliged them 
to retire ; the only place open to them was 

^ A roupie is worth, when remitted to Eogland^ from 
2 s. to 3 ^. 3 d. 

A 2 Ange- 
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Angediva, an uninhabited ifland to the fouth* 
ward of Goa, Lord Mallborough left then^ 
there, and returned fingly to Bombay, where, 
after much altercation, he prevailed to he 
admitted, firft to the town, and afterwards 
to the pofleflion of the whole ifland and the 
bay. But during his abfcnce the unhealthi- 
pefs of the climate, feconded by intempe-: 
ranee, had made havock among the unfor- 
tijnate perfons who had been carried to An- 
gediva ; three hundred of them had periflied ; 
the few who remained were admitted in the 
year 1664. Their firft care was to make 
the ifland defendable. The Portugueze cor- 
rupted by eafe and luxury had funk in indo- 
lence, and were r^gardlefs of every thing, 
but what contributed to their ple^fure : garr 
dens adorned their pofleflion s, but fortifica- 
tions were totally neglefted. Mr. Cook, 
who commanded that diminiflied force, was 
the firft governor; he was immediately un- 
der the crown; but this government was not 
of long continuance: for the King finding 
no advantage tP himfelf from that pofleflion^ 
but on the contrary being put to gfeat ex- 
pence in fending out fliips, wiflied to be rid 
of it. The oflScers and men fent in thole 
^Ihips drove a private trade, which impaired 

that 
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that of the Company ; and their licentioiif- 
ncfs often engaged them in hoftilities with 
the natives, for which the Company was an^ 
fwerable to the powers of that country. Thefe 
real evils, and the advantage to be reaped 
from the pofleffion of that ifland and bay, 
blade the Company defire it ; they therefore 
requefted, and the King readily granted them : 
from that tinie they have had the abfolute 
dominion^ 

The i{knd v^as at firft governed by de* 
{>utie& from the Englifh factory at Suratv 
Diilention fbon arofe between the civil and 
military power^ and grew to fuch a height, 
that in thfe year 1671 all was confulionb 
To put an end to this, and to fortify the 
ifland againd attempts, which he forcfavv 
a probability of, from the Dutch, then at 
war with England^ Mr* Aungier, prefldent 
of the factory of Surat, being alfo dil- 
gufted by the arrogance of the Mogul go* 
vernor of that town, changed his reii- 
dence and eftabli(hed himfelf at Bombay, 
where his prudence quaflied the diflen^ 
tions, his good management advanced the 
Company's intereft, and his activity fecured 
the ifland : infomuch, that in the fpring of 

A 3 ^ 1672, 
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1672, the Dutch attempting a furprize^ 
found the fort fo well guarded, and every 
thing in fo good a condition, that they im- 
mediately gave over the enterprize. 

From that period, each day fhewing the 
great importance of this fettlement, the refi- 
dence of the governor was fixed there, and 
the feveral fadlories on the Coaft of Malabar, 
and in the Perfian Gulph, became dependent 
on that prefidency. 

Notwithftanding the natural inconveniences 
of this ifland in the want of Iprings and 
flrenms of freih water, and the poornefs of 
its natural produce, from the time of the 
pofieffion of the Englifh, its populoufhefs 
became confiderable. Many were invited by 
the freedom granted to all religions, and the 
mildnefs of the government; (that of the 
Englifh, even when pulhed to what would 
fceai tyranny at home, appearing gentle to | 
thofe who had felt Mahometan infolence and 
Portugueze bigotry) infomuch, that from | 
ten thoufand fouls, the utmoft of its inha- ' 
bitants when in pofieffion of thefe, the/ 
were in the year 1764 augmented to fixty 
thoufand. 

The 
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The accefs to the harbour and its f^fety in 
all feafbns, with its vicinity to the country 
inhabited by the Maharattas, and the conve- 
niency of a pafs over the Gaut * Mountains, 
through which the inland parts may be fup- 
plied with our merchandize, are great ad- 
vantages, the fale of woollen and other Eng- 
li(h goods there, amounting annually to 
fourteen lacks of roupies +. The convenience 
of the harbour hath produced a trade of In- 
dian commodities with that country, almoft 
exclufive ; as alfo a very confiderable one in 
the cotton, with which Bengal is fupplied, 
whereby the cuftoms bring the Company an 
annual profit of three lacks and a half |, The 
proximity of Surat gives an influence in that 
government, which, if rightly exerted, may 
prove of immenfe benefit ; as Surat is, next 
to Bombay, the great mart for our ftaple 
commodities. Through thefe advantages the 
trade may fall almoft totally into the haud$ 
Qf the Engli(h, 

What is yet of greater confequence, not 
only to the Company but the nation, is the 

* Gaut or Gatte means pafTage. 
t 140,000 1. at 2s. per roupie, 
i 3S*0Pol. at 2 8. the common exchange is 2 s. 3d. 

A 4 maritime 
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maritime power which arifes from this poA 
leffion. Docks are con{):ru6ted there fufE- 
cient not only for repairing, but building of 
fhips. To thefe it is eafy to bring excellent 
timber * from the continent, particularly froni 
Baflein; a number of artificers are fettled 
there, fo that every repair and building may 
be done as pejrfeftly as in England* This 
convenience is not to be foiind in any other 
part of that, or the Coromandel Coaft, nor 
even in Bengal ; and to this refburce may 
in a great meafure be attributed the fuccefs 
of England in that region during the laft 
war. But the great expence attending this 
fettlement hath hitherto counterbalanced thefe 
advantages; the profits arifing fronx the terri- 
tory, and the great trade carried on, not being 
equal to the amount of that expence. This hath 
made fonae further advantage in thefe parts 
neceflary, and this neceflity hath been moft 
ftrongly felt fince the year 1768, when there 
were great additions made to the fortifications, 
and the military eftablifliment was augmented; 
a wife meafure ! fo peceflary (hat it is to be 

♦ The Teke tree, called by Fryer the Indian oak, grows 
in all thofe parts. It is better from its durability in water 
than our oak. Ships built of that wood, and ufed in the 
cpuntry trade^ laft twenty or thirty years, and longer. 

wondered 
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wondered that no inconvenience aroie duritig 
the long time it reniaiued negleded. 

By the great fums then expended, and the 
lafting increafe of that eftablifliment, the de-r 
feft before-mentioned became grievous, and 
moftly when it was neceffary to furnifh irir 
veihnents for Europe and China, The only 
remedy was tlie acquifition of a territory fufr 
ficient by its revenues to defray the expence 
of the eftablifliment. The ifland of Salcet, 
Baflein, and its territory, immediately pre^ 
ieoted themfelves as the proper objefts for 
this purpofe, >vhen even an opportunity 
Ihould offer to acquire them from the Mahar 
rattas who were then the pofl'effors of thetn. 
The fituation and nature of Salcet have beea 
already defcribed ; its produce is fuch that it 
almoft fuffices for the fupply of Bombay, 
which, with the aid of Caranjah and Baiiein 
may, however numerous its people, be fecure 
of provifion of every kind. Baflein is neceflary 
to the provifion of timber wanted for the 
Company's docks, which, fliould it fall in 
the hands of an enemy, or a quarrel arife 
with its poiiefibrs, might become ufelefs for 
want of materials. The importance of thofe 
objefts, fo much greater than that of the 

fupply 
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fupply of expence, hath fo ftrongly ftruck 
the Direftors, that they have repeatedly and 
urgently enjoined that prefidency to feize 
every opportunity of acquiring thefe poflef- 
fions, and to that principally to direct their 
views and operations : but as the pofleffors 
are equally fenfible of thofe advantages, and 
confequently of the value of their pofleffion, 
there was little profpedt of fuccefs, when, in 
the year i 773, the diforders which difturbed 
the government of the Maharatta ftate af- 
forded the occafion fo much wiflied. That 
thefe events may be underftood, it is necef^ 
fary to give fome account of the people among 
whom they happened : a people who have 
hitherto had no regular place in hiftory ; 
mentioned only curforily as freebooters or 
barbariansj although fettled in a regular go- 
vernment, and the moft confiderable nation 
in India ; whether we regard the extent of 
their territory, their fituation, or their arms. 

The rapidity of fuccefs which fo wonder- 
fully extended the empire of the Mahome- 
tans, attended thofe who invaded India, The 
princes of that immenfe region were in 
general overwhelmed : divided among them- 
ielves they affifted their conquerors; yet 

man^ 
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many of them, whilft they yielded, pre- 
ferved their dominions by paying a tribute, 
and acknowledging the fovereignty of the 
viftors; and others refufing this, by arms 
kept up their independence. They, whole 
pofleflions lay in the low, plain, and fertile 
part of the country, being lefs able to refift, 
were in the firft clafs ; but they who dwelt 
among the mountains, hardy and ufed to 
arms, and protected by the rough nefs of 
their fituation, were not to be eafily fubdued. 
They not only refifted, but often baffled the 
power of the mightieft emperors : even Au-» 
rengzebe found it neceffary to prefer art to 
force ; and, by being fatisfied with fmall ac<* 
knowledgments, prevailed by cunning where 
his arms muft have failed. The kingdom 
of Vifiapour was thus at laft fubdued by 
him ; aiid the king brought to his court, re^ 
mained there maintained by a penfion as one 
of his Omrahs ; but a part of that kingdom 
inhabited by a hardy race, who before that 
revolution had thrown off the fubjedion to 
the king, remained unconquered ; and con- 
tinued not only free from the yoke of the 
Moguls, but at laft faw that empire tribu- 
tary to them. 

Thefe 
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T^hefe tribes extended from the territory 
bf Surat to that of Goa along the fea coafi, 
and backward over the mountains to the city 
bf Vifiapour^ and are at this day known by 
the name of MaharattaSi The hiftory of the 
Mindoos gives th6m great antiquity, even to 
the moft remote times *. They have pre- 
ferved their original manners and religion ; 
fcrupulous obfervers of that of Bramah, they* 
heVer feed on any thing which hath had aiii- 
ihal life; temperate, fober^ indefatigable; al- 
\vays in larms ; inured to all hardfhips, capable 
bf fefifting heat and climate. A numerous 
fcavalry mounted on horfes as hardy in their 
iiiature as thfeir riders^ is the ftrength of their 
iarmy: their marches are incredibly long and 
Irapid : they avoid general engagements ; re* 
treating with a celerity as fudden as that 
With which they invaded^ they mark the 
toutitry they leave with the mifery c^ plun- 
der and devaftation ; they return as fbon as 
the army raifed by the prince, whofe territory 
they invade, hath been dilbandedi Thus all 
the horrors of this predatory war are renewed^ 
to the total deftru<3:ion of the wretched in- 
habitants. Hence the difficulty of readung 

* Orme. Do^. 

them, 
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them, and the detriment arifing from thef§ 
inroads induce the princes of the inv^de4 
countries to purchafe their retreat, eithpr by 
a large CQntributioji, or ftipulating tp pay an 
annual tribute. Their arms have exten^e4 
this kind of conqueft even to the gates of 
Dehli. Expences in luxury are unknown tQ 
them J and continually collefting from jl^c 
countries they pafs over, immenfe |reaf\jre^ 
are brought to remain in theirs ; which, 
whilft the provinces within their reach h^ye 
been ravaged and lexhaufted, have continue^ 
in undifturbed tranquillity. The policy pf 
the original conftitution of their goyeiyin)pn| 
forbad the extenlipn of their territorial do-? 
minions. This law, notwithftanding the 
fuccefs attending their arms, and the inciter 
ments pf ambition cpmmon tP conquerprs, 
continued long inviolate, their views leading 
them no further than the in^pofition pf ^ trir 
bute they called Chput, one fourth of the 
eftlmateji clear revenue of the countries fh^y 
fubdued t this, in a courfe pf time,- hec^n^e 
general through the greateft part of India • 
Their refources of wealth were fimple, ^ncj 
unembarraffed hy territorial arrangetpenfs ;; 
their armies numerous in proportion tp their 
imnienfe revenues, and thefr country eafy pf 

defence, 
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defence. But by degrees the ambiti 
interefted views of powerful ind 
brought them to depart from this poll 
to extend their territorial pofleffions. 
that time their government no longer x 
a confiftent fyftem of meafiires, but 
a disjointed union of different interel 
dependencies, where each chief, accomj 
ing the interefts of the ftate to what 
his, a6led folely for his own purpofe. 

The revolution by which thefe trib( 
came an independent nation *, was owj 
a bold Raypout of the kingdom of Vifia 
named Seva or Sava +? who had long < 
in the mountains, where he was at the 
of a bold fet of adventurers. This 
was defcended from an ancient line of 5 
of the caft of the Bouncelos, a warlike 
aftive race. His grandfather, Vanga Gij 
high in office under Nizam Shaw the 
prince of Guzurat ; and by him was & 
father, Shaw Gi Raja, made commande 
Jenneah Gur, where Seva was born, -as 
alio a fecond fon called Samba ; by anot 

* Fryer. 

t He is commonly called Seva Gi. Th!s additto] 
lable denotes fbme rank or honour ; as chiefs , 
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vnfc he had a third fbn named Ekou. When 
Nizam Shaw was fubdued by Aurengzebe^ 
Shaw Gi, and bis two younger fons, entered 
into the fervice of the king of Vifiapour^ 
where they were raifed to great employ- 
ments ; the father to the command of the 
king's guard. Samba to a jaguier of tea 
thoufand horfe, and twenty thoufand foot, 
with thirty lacks of roupies a year, and 
Ekou to one of two thoufand horfe and eight 
thoufand foot, with ten lacks of roupies a 
year. Seva would not fubmlt to ferve any 
prince, but, gathering a party, maintained 
himfelf and them by inroads upon the plain 
country ; fometimes againft the fubjeds of 
the Mogul, at others againft thofe of Vifia- 
pour. Nor could he ever be brought by the 
inftances of hi& father and his brothers to 
change this courfe of life, which difobedience 
occafioned fo heavy a refentment from his 
father, that he excluded him from his fuc- 
ceflion. The king of VifiapoUr, upon fome 
fufpicions of machinations againft him, put 
to death Shaw Gi Rajah : revenge of this 
murder furnifhed Seva an excufe for pufhing 
on his devaftations. The king fent a ftrong 
army againft him, under the command of 
Abdul Cawn ; Seva, finding it much fuperior 

to 
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to any he conld raife, whilfl: It was yet aj 
great diftance, pretended that he was defird 
5f yieldmg obedience, and requefted his a 
dancing with a finall party to a choult 
which ftood between the two armies, th| 
he might there kifs his feet, and pray him i 
iblicit his pardon from the king. Abdul tc 
feafily believed him, and advancing with h 
fon, and an inconfiderable retinue, came t 
the place appointed. Seva waited there fc 
him, accompanied by few ; but he had placed 
ftrong party in ambufh, who lay totally cqn 
ceaied. He, feemingly unarmed, advancing 
proftrated himfelf at Abdul's feet, and witl 
tears requefted his interceffion with the king 
As they entered the choultry Seva faid 
You, my lord, may execute your plea- 
fure on me, and eafe me of my life.' 
Upon which Abdul, that his fears might va- 
ni(h, and to Ihew him an entire confidence, 
gave his fword and poynard to his page. 
They then begun their conference, when 
Seva drew a ftilietto from his fleeve, and 
ftabbed him to the heart. Abdul the fon 
flew on Seva and wounded him; but the 
men in ambufti ruflied into the choultry at 
that moment, a fcuffle enfued, in which, 
fortunately Abdul efcaped ; and by putting 

on 
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on a mean drcfs ; and, flying through unT 
frequented ways, reached his camp ; where 
the tragical end of their general was no fooner 
known, than all the troops difperfed. 

Seva, that he might not lofe the fruit of 
his crime, immediately marched to Panala, 
a wealthy and ftrong city, hoping to fur* 
prize it; but the citizens were on their 
guard. He, therefore fearing that a liege 
would be long, and give time for another 
army to be fent againft him, which in the 
plain and open country he could not cope 
with, endeavoured a ftratagem. Seven hun- 
dred of his followers were employed for 
this purpofe. To many of their officers he 
publicly gave ill-ufage ; they loudly com- 
plained ; and, feeming from refentment his 
)bitter enemies, departed to the town, and 
offered their fervice againft him. They were 
well received ; and though at firft the in- 
habitants ufed caution, yet in a very Ihort 
time their indolence and luxury drawing 
them to confidence in thefe new friends, they 
left the guard of the walla moftly to them : 
as they had fought pleafure more than fecu- 
rity, the ramparts and outworks were pleaf* 
ing walks fhadowed with trees ; under the 

B covef 
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cbv-er of thefe a detachment of Seva's army 
approached undifbdvered, aiid Were the^ue- 
ceedirig night admitted bj their friends. The 
inhabitants were foon overpowered, and it 
Seva's mercy, who confidered them as his 
fubjeds, and made their city his retreat; 
adding to the fortifications, and deftroyii^ 
the trees which had rendered the fonner ufe- 
lefs : from this place he^ over-ran the adja- 
cent country. The king foon fent a Frefli ferce 
againft him, under the command of Abdul ; 
this confifted of the troops lately difperled^ 
and a body of cavalry under Ruftan Gemttia*, 
who had a jaguire of thirty lacks of roupi'es 4 
year, for which he maintained ten thouland 
hoffe and thirty thoufand foot ; but Seva 
found means to gain him. Abdul adyail^^d 
gallantly, and with a fmall band of chplea 
friends rufhed to that part where SeVa "t^as, 
calling him aloud to an encounter ; but Sevaj 
who depended upon more than Valour, de-r 
Ipifed the challenge, anfwering, '^ The rafh 
*' youth may fall by other hands." In the 
mean time Ruftan*s hoi^fe difbanded, and he, 
with a fmall party, went over to Seva : Ab- 
dul with his few brave friends broke through 
and reached Vifiapour, his whole army dif- 
perfing, left Seva mafter of the field. Ruflan 

advifed 
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^dylfed Seva to take advantage of the prefent 
cpnfternatipn, and march diredly to Vifia- 
pour; he followed his counfel, and his bold- 
ii^§ would have fucceeded, had not Siddy Jore 
another jaghedar advanced to the relief of 
the city, with a body fb confiderable, his 
P)yn troops being increafed by the re-aflem- 
Iplagp of the difperfed army, that Seva could 
fioi ftand before it, but was obliged to re- 
jtj;eat to Panala. Siddy encamped near the 
^o^n ; Seva, whofe ftratagems never failed 
hina, contrived to efcape, and proceeded to 
R^j^pour, the chief city and fortrefs of Siddy, 
iyf;iere he produced a forged phirmaund *, fealed 
Wiitb Siddy's feal, whereby it was fignified, 
that having exchanged this fortrefs for Pa- 
nala, the commander was ordered to deliver it 
up to Seva. Siddy, not able to do any thing 
zgaxpA Panala, returned to Vifiapour. The 
king fulpefted him of treachery, yet received 
him with a fair countenance, and made him 
the ufual prefents upon his difmifllon; but, 
loon after changing his mind, gave orders 
to BuUul Cawn, whom he made com- 
mander in chief, to overtake and deftroy him. 
Siddy, when Bullul reached him, encountered 
and defeated him. The king then marched 

* A grant. 

B 2 ill 
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in perfon againft him, having by 
means gained feveral of Siddy's army, 
not miftruftlng the treafbn, joined bat 
which, bein^ forfaken, he was flain. 
treatment of Siddy Jore incited Siddy 
fure, another potent jaghedar, to veng( 
and thus civil difcord completed the r 
of this kingdom. In the mean time 
improving the opportunity, fecured ft 
fmall places towards the fea coaft. Ii 
midft of this confufion the king died wit 
iflue ; upon his death his widow afcei 
the throne ; and, by the weaknefs of her 
vernment, furniftied Seva further occafioj 
gratifying his revenge, and indulging 
ambition. The queen had, during the 
of her hulband, conceived a parental fo 
nefs for a youth named Sikendar, whom : 
had educated in the doftrine of Ali, the J 
of Mahometans which prevailed in Perj 
She now adopted him, and gave him t 
title of king : this could not fail of beiJ 
odious to a people of all others the m(] 
fcrupuloufly attached to their religion. Sei 
was highly efteemed for his valour, ai] 
either from principle or political views, 
ftrift profeflbr of the Gentoo religion, hB\ 
acquired a great intereft among the Bramins 
Improving thefe advantages, he extended his 

influence 
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influence among the Raypouts. The fcruples 
of many, and the difcontents of more, in- 
creafed his company of adventurers to an 
army, at the head of which he un^xpeftedly 
appeared. The queen was totally unprepared. 
Each advantage improving his force, he re* 
duced into his poffeflion the fortreflcs of Ra- 
japur, Rafejeir, and a great part of the Ma- 
labar Coaft ; in Rafejeir he was faid to have 
found great treafures. His fuccefs was fuch, 
that the queen, in the year 1674, before 
her adopted fon Sikendar could attain his 
majority, was obliged to enter into a treaty 
with him. By the peace which followed, 
he obtained the independent dominion of 
the territory and forts which he had con- 
quered. 

Unfortunately for the queen and Sikendar 
this diminution was followed by a worfe. 
Pammaich, another of the Raypouts tribu- 
tary to her, trufthig to the inacceffible moun- 
tains which furrounded his country, revolted, 
and was fuccefsful ; his faftneffes for a long 
time proteaing him. 

Her principal forces being employed in 
the reduction of this rebel, Aurengzebe feized 

B i " this 



12 A N A C C 6 UN t 

this opportunity^ and iri^'rcbihg to thfe ci 
of Vifiapour, conquered th&t and the foftr 
after a three yearrs refiftance ; the urlhapj 
Sikendar was taken prifdner. Auireng^e 
carried him to his court, where he refided 
one of his omrahs, enjoying a penfioii of 
million of roupies. This revolutloh ha^ 
pened in the year 1685, 

From the time Seva found himlelf efl:^ 
blifhed by this peace, he aflumed the thlc c 
Raja Seva Gi, and a regal ftate, had a pom 
pous coronation, and applied himfelf tlolelj 
to make his conqueft a valuable dominion 
he fortified the ^principal pafles in the mouni 
tains, and placed therein faithful lieutehanti 
and good garrifpns. His conquefts extended 
%o the territory of Surat northward, and 
fbuthward to that of Goa ; the coaft between 
thefe two places became a part 6f his poflef^ 
fion. This enabled him not only to harrafs 
the country round him by continual incur- 
lions, but alfo to flop ^11 commerce, both 
q{ the Portugueze and the fubjeds of the 
emperor, by his depredations, info'much that 
each of thefe powers were happy to receive 
his terms. The pofleffion of (6 confiderable 
a traft of fea coaft infpired him with t|ie idea 

of 
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^' ffi^kllxlflg ^ m^i^Itpe power ; hi^ late fuc- 
eels ia liis ^^predation? gav;e probahiUty to 
the fcheme ; and fei? afliyity in the purfuif 
of it was fuch, that in a (hort time his force 
was fufficient, nqt only to i;e{ift, but even 
to beat a fleet the Mogul eaiperor had equip* 
pe4 agatinft klm. Thus both at fea and lan^ 
was his dopiiniofi eftablil^ed^^ 

In thie year 1674, the prefidency of Bom- 
bay fent an ^mbafly to him to tre^t concerning 
a tr«i4e to be carried on through his country ; 
in wHch i^egotiatfon they allied the fame 
privileges they enjoyed in Perfia and In- 
doftan. This was a favourable tinae for them, 
as their .gallaijt behaviour, in repulfing an at- 
tack he had made upon Surat, had impreflecj 
him with an idea of their valour : he there-^ 
fore wiilingly granted them leave to come to 
Raree, a Jftrong hold in the Gatte ^, where 
he then refid^d. They proceeded from Upper 
Choul, a confiderable fea-port in his poflef- 
fion, and, after many difficulties, came the 
fourth day to Punchara, a town at the foot 
of the mountain on which Raree {lands ; 
there they pitched their tents, and waited for 

^ Gatte Signifies a pafs. 

B 4 his 
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his return from a pilgrimage he made to a 
famous pagoda called Purtabgur, preparatory 
to his coronation, which they were fpeftators 
of, and of his fourth marriage. Theie were 
to him fuch ferious matters, that, till all th6 
ceremonies of fefting and purification were 
over (during which he and his family were 
fhut up with the bramins) the ambaffadors 
could not treat of bufinefs with him perfo- 
nally, but were referred to Moro Pundit his 
Paftiwa, or chancellor-, who was to report to 
him the demands they made : their prefents 
were accepted, and their reception was cour- 
teous. Sava Gi owed his fuccefs in a great 
meafure to the influence of the bramins ; an 
incident, trifling in itfelf, (hews his attention 
to keep well with their tribe, during this 
time of his recefs he was weighed in gold^ 
and 16,000 pagodas found to be his weight, 
were, with 1 00,000 more, diflributed among 
the bramin? on the day of his coronation *. 

Except 

* The great influence of the bramins over the people 
gave infinite advantage to thofe whofe caufe they efpoufed« 
They were revered by thq higheft. In the hiftory of 
Fernftita, tranflated by Dow, page 4. vol. I, anno 977. 
** It was then cu(lomary among the Rajas, in affairs of 
^' moment, to aflemble the Double Council, which con- 
y filled of an equal number of the moft rcfpefl^ble bra- 
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Except making the Englilh coin current 
in his dominions, and reftoring wrecks of 
ihips perilhed on his coafts, the whole that 
was demanded was granted, with this com- 
pliment, that with great fatisfaftion he em- 
braced our friendfliip, promifing to himfelf 
and his country much happinefs by our fettle- 
ment and trade. 

Seva*s ruccefs gained him not only terri- 
tory but dependents* Many of the Ray- 
puts, who were tributaries to the Mogul 
and king of Vifiapour, wearied by the ftate 
of war in which they were obliged to live, 
and feeing an advantage in being under his 
protection, as they would for a fmaller tri- 
bute paid to him, not only (ave their land 
from devaftation, but fhare the benefit of his 
manner of maintaining himfelf (the Ipoils of 
the neighbouring countries) became his ja- 
ghedars or feudatories ; paying him an an- 
nual fum, and ftipulating to furnifli a cer- 
tain number of troops whenever occafion re- 

'* mins, who fat on the right of the throne, and of the 
*'' nobles, Keitrees, who fat on the left ;" but they feem 
only to be advifcrs ; for there the Raja, to his ruin, againft 
the unanimous opinion of fuch a council^ continued a war 
^^aiofi the eooperor pf Ghizoi. 

quired : 
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q^iired : and ehu$ was formed that federal 
Ttnion which C(^(}:itutes tha Maharatta ftate* 
Each of thefe jaghedars maintains a certain 
number of troops, with which, when they are 
not engaged in the common caufe, they make 
incurfions in the oeighhouring provinces ; 
Sometimes fettling in thoie part6 whkh lie 
moft conveniently for their puppofe 5 at otheits^ 
being fatisfied with the chout or tribute* 
As the princes £sKHn whom this tribute is ^x- 
aSed are impatient of this yoke, to whidi 
they yieid only through nec^ty, the- Ma- 
hometans, who look on themfeives as -the 
conqueroi's pf India, feeling deeply the in- 
dignity of Submitting to perfons whom they 
ledk on merely as freebooters, whenever they 
find an opportuity of evading thefe paymeats,^ 
either from any addition to tiieir ftrength, 
or embarraflments among the Mahar-attas, 
with-hold the^n, which the others, as foon 
as they #nd it feasible, fail not to demand 
with an armed force ; and thus thdir troops 
are kept up, ^iid their inclination to plunder 
gratified. 

, The diflentions and war among the fuc- 
ceflbrs of AureDg?:ebe left thofe of Seva at li- 
berty to ftrengthen and eftablifh themfelves : 

the 
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the ItiXKi^ of the piince, and infidelity of 
the chief 6nirahs, diflblved the government 
d the Mogul empire. Jn the interval of 
time pafled from the year 1 767 *, in v^hich 
Aurerigzebe died, to the year 1718, v^rhen 
MahdiiStoed Shaw afcended the throne, four 
princes reigned, three of whom were exalted, 
and then werte deprived of life by the fadtioa 
of the Seids, Abdalla Cawn, and Haflen 
Cawn. Mahommed, fbon after his acceflion, 
rid himfelf of thefe tyrants, and then funk 
iti ifldoldijce and the pleafuires of his haram ; 
the dmtahs Were at liberty to form and execute 
fchefties of independence in their govern- 
ments. *rhe moft confiderable among thefe, 
for extent of province and number of troops, 
were the Nii^am ul Mulluck who commanded 
in the Decan, and Aliverdy Cawn who com- 
manded in Bengal. This otorah by his 
arms fiibdaed the Rajas who were his neigh- 
bours, but tamely permitted the Maharattgs 
to range through the inferior parts of the 
empire. Thefe invafions were fb fuccefsful 
in the kingdom of Malava and the neigh- 
bouring-provinces, that Mahpmmed, to pur- 
chafe their retreat, consented to pay theiii 

f 1>o»'s Hrftory of |lie p^clijle of the Mogvl Empire, 
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the chout, or fourth part of the re 
thofc provinces. Thus did the lu 
Tamerlane, and great-grandibn of 
zebe, become their tributary. 

The whole province of Guzuj 
country as far as the Indus, was in t] 
rier fubjefted to them, and a part ( 
the aftual pofleffion of fome of the. 
tor jaghedars. 

The invafion of the Perfian Nadir*, t 
the treachery of the Nizam, having exJ 
the provinces, occafioned the tribute 
in arrear; this furnifhed the pretence, 
weaknefs of the empire did the opport 
of another invafion. An army of ( 
thoufand horfe under the command of 
Gi, in 1740, invaded the Carnatic; h; 
forced the pafles of the mountains, thejp 
prized and defeated the army of Doaft 
the nabob of the province, who with hi^ 
fell in the a£lion. Sipander the (on, 
Chunda a Saib, the fon-in-law of Doaft . 
were at variance, and, inftead of uniting 
repel this invafion, fhut themfelves up, 
firft in Vellour, the latter in Tritchiiiop 
Thus left mafters of the proviQce they m^ 
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It, and raifed heavy contributions. Sipander fet 
on foot a negotiation, which ended in a fti- 
pulation to pay them a hundred lacks of rou- 
pies, and put them in pofleffion of the territory 
of Tritchinopoly. Sipander was acknowledged 
Nabob. They then retired ; but fix months 
after returned to take poiTefiion of the land 
yielded to them. Chunda Saib fuftained a 
three months fiege in Tritchinopoly, and 
then was obliged to furrender at difcretion. 
Madhar Row, who commanded there in the 
year 1741, fold it for a fum of money to 
AbduUa Cawn, one of the Nizam generals, 

In this year they demanded the chout 
from the emperor, who, unable to pay it, 
gave them a commiffion to gather it in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, 
where Aliverdi had made himfelf independ- 
ent. The Suu Raja fent an army of 50,000 
horfe from Sattarah, his capital, to invade 
Bengal, under the conduft of Bofcar Pundit; 
they ravaged all the diftrifts weft of the 
Ganges. Aliverdi refifted them by arms and 
intrigue : he found means to have their leader 
aflaffinated ; the army retreated : but the 
Raja fent two other armies, one by the way 
of Bahar, commanded by Balla Row, and 

another 
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9tip|:her by Cattacky under tha Qot\ 
RagP Qi» AUv*r4i tonjtriv^d tP ib 
tiou bfetwpen tiiefe chiefs, ^ud tx^eat^ 
l^ with Balla Row, who having rcpc 
years ehioiut evacuate4 th^ proviAce. J 
irptr^ated j:o Cattack, whei^ce xvitii 
parties he h?irrafled the prpyi^ices : 
jiupe AUyer4i prevailisd upoa jjifn fc 

In tb^ year j 750 thiey r^re^«J frc 
fouth^n prpyincej <pf the ftcapire, i/; 
fvtance (of an aliiaace with Ahmed the 
Mohammed, who was then defending 
^eJf ,agalnft the Patai^. By this tre^ 
was ilipu^atedf that the cho^t Shpvld I 
gpiariy paid. The confuficwi which rei 
in Dehli prevented this, and furni^ei 
x>ccaiion of continual ^cuiffioos, which 
^;ws, harraffing the fouthern prpvinces, n 
<^^x fuceefsful. This profjperous fiate ( 
-tiniaed till their diftradions at ho^e cnga 
^ti^eir whole attention. 

Seva G5, in modelling his rifuig empi 
followed the g^ius pf the GquIoo fyderi 
among them, the Raja has the fupreme a 
Ithority, is mafter of peace aud war^ and al 

{olvtcl 
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folutely eomniands the armies ; but^ by iJfage 
coeval with their law, is botind> from the 
moft learned amon^ the bra«Bin&, to form a 
council^ which affifts him in the adtainiftra* 
tion of juftice, both in regard to puni(h« 
meiits and the decifion of property : their 
authority is fimilar to that which Casfar at^ 
tributes to the Druids in Britain. Thus the 
human law, being fupported by the divifre^ 
tnuft have found perfeft obedience in a na- 
tion {o bigotted to the tenets of their religion ; 
the firft of which is-, that the bramins are lof 
a race fuperior to other mortals, who may 
think it a happinefs, when a caft created par- 
ticularly for the exercife of the priefthood, 
in reading, teaching, and performing the 
ceremonies of religion, will condeieend to 
cxercyb funftions inferior to thefe^ whiift 
none of the other cafts dai^ look up to theirs* 
Even that of the Ray pouts, of which is the 
Raja, whofe particular dtfiindlion -is the pro* 
feffioaof arms, to protect the fubjefts by 
their valour, and who therefore naturally 
have command, is inferior -to that of the bra- 
mins, who are by the people more relpe£ked 
thzn the prince. 

Bcfides 
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Befides this Ipirit of the Gentoc 
Seva was attached to the bramins bj 
to them he owed his firft fuccefs, ; 
their influence he hoped yet greate 
tages. Of his bounty and munific 
well as deference to theoi^ inftanc 
been related on occafion of his coj 
and marriage; whilft therefore he j 
the enfigns and reality of fupreme c 
the power of peace and war, the cor 
pf armies, the difpofal of employmenl 
vernments, and jaguiers, and the m 
jnent of the public treafure abfolutely tc 
ielf, he inftituted a council of eight p 
(:hoien among the bramins to affifl hi 
the adminiftration of the civil govenn 
They exercifed the principal offices oi 
ilate under hini, they held thefe ofStces 
during his pleafure, in procefs of time l 
perpetuated them in that caft. Next in < 
mty to the Raja was the Purtenary, or di 
gate, whofe fiat was previoufly neceflary 
all a(9:s of ftate : but the officer real!/ m 
powerful was the Paifliwa, or chancellor *;. 
him was the executive power of adminiilr 
lion really lodged ; and as the name import 

f Fqrcn 

hi 



OF BOMBAY. 3^ 

he prefided over the council, and was the 
reigning, indeed Ible, minifter of the Raja* 
The fpirit and aftivity of Seva Gi was fuch^ 
that his minifters could affume little or n6 
power : but as by him the independence of 
his tribe was fettled, and the jaghedars fixed 
in their obedience and payment of their rent, 
his faccefibrs, like other Indian princes^ 
yielding to the foftnefs of the climate, and 
the allurements of luxury, to enjoy their 
pleafure left the adminiftration to their mi* 
nifter. Similar caufes produce like efFe<3:s 
though in different climates ; what hap- 
pened in the firft line of the French mon- 
archy happened here; from the indolence 
and inactivity of the prince, the abilities and 
real fervice of the chief minifter, the necef- 
fity to which the prince was reduced of be- 
ing totally in his hands, the influence of the 
pcrfons whom the minifter had won over to 
fecond him, who in each ftate were rulers of 
the people^s confciences, the power by de- 
grees pafled from the hand of the prince to 
that of the minifter. The Mayor of the 
Palace, and the Paifhwa, to the admini- 
ftration of government joined command of 
armies ; fuccefs againft foreign enemies con- 
firmed them in that command ; and the of- 

C fice 
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fice fixed at firil: in their perfon for life only, 
in time became hereditary in their fumily, 
whilft the prince became a mere cypher; and, 
fatisfied with outward enfigns of royalty ^ led 
a life dependent on the will of him who had 
thus ufurped his authority. In this ftate the 
Paifliwa was affifted by the reft of the coun- 
cil, who faw by this change the government 
fixed in the bramin caft ; the office became 
hereditary, even when the Paifliwa left an 
infant fbn, during whofe minority the admi- 
nlftration was vefted in a regent and the reft 
of the council, and exercifed in the name of 
the infant. The completion of this change 
was owing to the' Raja Sahoo ; in the l>e- 
ginning of whofe reign a bramin called 
Wifti-wana Ballagee, through his great abi- 
litiesi feconded by dexterity, had fo far gained 
his prince's favour and confidence, that he 
rofe to be of the Council of Eight, and foon 
to the office of Paifliwa. The Raja, finding 
every day more eafe from his management, 
determined formally to inveft him with all 
his authority and power, and even Ibme of 
the enfigns of royalty. From that time all 
orders formerly given in the name of the 
Raja iffued in that of the Paifliwa folely, 
whom Sahoo ftiled Pundit Praden, chief or 

eledl 
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tkSt of the Pundits *. The only refervc 
of this thoughtlefs prince was the revenije 
of a large diilrid):, froni whofe produce he 
maintained a confiderable body qf troops^ 
who weixj his body guard, and folely undep 
his command. From that time, ihut up in 
Sattarah, and abandoni^d totally to his plear 
fures, he appeared no more to his people, 
wrho, through the influence of the bramin 
caft, wsre accufiomed in a (hort time to this 
alteration, which in reality had no bad ef- 
feds to them. The bramins readily affiled 
in a mea(iire which fixed the government iii 
their coik^ and gavie a ch^tace to e^ch of theif 
families of feeing the fupreme power fixed 
in it. 

This referee aiid gudr4 tna|ces it prob^bjle 
that by this ceffion* Saijoo did not niean to 
4liveft himfelf totally ; his intention muft have 
been only the attainment of perfeftly un- 
difturbed trarKjuiliity in the enjoyment of his 
pleadutes; ^ut his abfence from bufinefs and 
the view of ,liis people gave his fubftitute 
the opportunity of fully eftablifhing his power 
and influence, infbmuch that the office be- 
came not only permanent in himfelf^ but 

* Learned Bramins. 

C 2 here- 
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hereditary in his family : it is now 
bliflied rule, the fucceflbr goes to I 
where the Raja refides, and is invefte 
office by the delivery of the firpaw *. 
revolution muft feem ftrange, but it . 
conficjered that the bramins who compi 
council had, as mod orders of men, 
tereft of their caft principally in view : 
abdication they faw the government R 
it, and each might hope that his own : 
would fome time or other reap the 1 
of it : and their influence over the j 
being fo great, they eafily brought th 
fubmit to any government they approve 

Wifli-ana made ufe of his power in 
ating dependents, and by degrees fo to 
obfcured the Rajalhip, that the prince 
came a mere image or reprefentative of 
alty. As Sahoo muft have been very w 
as well as indolent and luxurious, it is 
furprizing that, like the French monarc 
he was content with enjoying ^is pleafil 
within his palace, and in time funk inlj 
prifoner ; probably his mind as well as J 

♦ The firpaw is a rich garment with which the pep 
who receives a great employment is iavcfted in the ft 
fence of the prince, or of the niinifter who caracs it, if i 
fAVoared perfon is then abfent from court. J 

bo(| 
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body enervated through ienfual enjoyments^ 
willingly acqulefced in this inglorious torpid 
ftate. His feclufion from the world totally 
eftablifhed the empire of the Paiihwa in the 
mind of his people, his perfon and his go- 
vernment were forgotten. Upon the death of 
SahoOf he leaving no children, Raja Ram, 
who was only an adopted fon, probably chofen 
by Wi(h-ana to ferve his purpofe, was per-? 
mitted to fucceed to this ftate of captive roy- 
alty, and hath ever fince acquiefced, and 
peaceftilly obeyed the didates of the Paifhwa 
or bramin council. The genius and circum* 
ftances of the refpeftive fucceflbrs of Sahoo 
and Wifh-ana have fo totally fixed the go- 
vernment in the Paiihwa, that every tranf^ 
aftion with foreign powers is merely between 
that officer and them, without any regard to 
the Raja. 

Wllh-ana's enterprlfing Ipirit did not long 
fufFer him to reft content with the incurfions 
ufually made by the Maharattas ; he fought 
to regain what the valour of the Portugueze, 
on their firft invafion of India, had wrefted 
from the inhabitants of that part of the Ma- 
labar Coaft which lies between Surat and 
Goa: in a flioft time he became matter of 

C 3 the 
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the principal part df the cdaft, ^nd 
own brother Oppih conquered IBaiTc^ 
S^lcet. Thefe fuGcefles encouraged 
attempt beeoming a matkime powe 
turned his thoughts to the eftabliftunei 
marine* 

r 

The neighbourhood of this enter f 
people made it neceffary for the prefic 
of Bombay to endeavour, by ibme trea 
agreement) to prevent any disputes v^ 
might arife between them, ind for that 
pole oiie of theiir body was deputed to n 
tiate^ who found the ftate in the iitua 
l^bove defcribed, and therefore treated v 
the Paifhwa, \>y the intei-vention of Opp 
with whom fundry articles were fettled. 

Wifhrana was peaceably fucceeded by J 
fon Ballagee, more generally known by t 
name of Nanah ; during his adraiDiftratic 
the government was carried on with vigour 
the military prowefs of the Maharattas e/ia 
bliflied a tribute, which, under the appeJ 
lation of Chout, was exacted from all th( 
countries fouth of their dominion; the quar- 
rels among the different princes calling them 
aj: fom^e times to the aid of pne ; at others, 

the 
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the non-payment of the Chout gave them a 
pretence of an irruption to gather the ar- 
rears ; and thus continually employed abroad, 
and at home governing with firmnefs and 
juftice, Nanah reigned without dlfturbance, 
and at his death in i 7 6 1 , the power and 
poft was tranfmitted, as of courfe, to his 
fon Madharow, though he was then but four- 
teen years old. Ragonath * Row, the bro- 
ther of the deceafed Paifhwa, tarried on the 
government in the name of his pupil, and 
by his prudence conducted it fb as to affirm 
the power of the Paifhwa. The neighbour- 
ing princes, particularly the fubah of the 
Decan, tempted by the youth of Madharow, 
invaded the territory of the Maharattas, but 
by Ragonath's adtivity and valour he was foou 
repulfed. His care extended to every part 
of adminiftration ; valour and conduct reo- 
pened foreign enemies; but internal evils 
were more difficult to be removed, 

i 

Wi(h-ana, on the firft eftablifhment qf his 
power, as he was favoured by the reft of the 
council, to give it ftability, found it necef-« 



* Called alfei, s^nd more generally by th^ Englifti, Ra- 
gobab. 
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farjr, not only to employ them in th 
department, but to give them all the 
tage of Emolument that cpuld arife fron 
offices ; by this they were enabled to a 
great riches, and increale their intereft 
that of the whole bramin caft : his fuc 
continued the fame manner ; but prol 
Ragobah Ihewed^me inclination to c 
this growth of power and wealth ; for, dt 
the minority of Mhadarow, th^ey forme 
intrigue, the effedts of which have broi 
the Maharatta nation to fuch a ftate, t 
had any of the neighbouring powers beei^ 
a condition to take advantage of it, the wh 
piuft have been loft. The bramins feai 
not only the diminution of power, and 
the means of iucreafing their riches, but t\ 
lofs of thofe riches, always an objedt of jej 
loufy to the princes of that country. The 
faw the fteady adminiftration of the regen 
extended to every part of the nation, that liii 
vifwwas to gffirra the pow^r of the Paiihwaj 
?nd m.alfe hini independent of theirs ; and 
from the t^lenf ^ of the young prince doubted 
pot but, through his inftrudlions, he would 
purfue the fame plan, which muft end in 
their ruin. It was neceflkry to prevent this, 
tl]at Ragobjah fhoyld be femoved, To effeft i 

' this 
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this would not have been eafy, had not a 
favourable circumftance offered the oppor- 

tunity* 

Nana had left a widow, who polfeiled the 
art of intrigue : ihe was betides a confum* 
mate coquette ; and, iince the death of her 
hufband, had by her amours given great of- 
fence to Ragobah, who could not, without 
refentment, behold fo fhameful a courfe of 
life ; he reproached her for it ; this procured 
him her inveterate hatred. The minifters 
failed not to improve fuch an advantage, and 
prompt her to ufe her influence over her ion 
to the deftru^on of Ragobah. This was fuc- 
cefsful : a coolnefs at firfl, was followed by 
aa open breach, and total deprivation of 
power, and ended in Ragobah's confinement. 

The fuccefs of this intrigue at firft threw 
the whole power into the hands of the mi- 
nifters ; their rapacity knew no bounds ; as 
they were the di^nfers of favour, in a coun- 
try where prefents make the firfl claim, they 
could not fail amaffing immenfe riches, and 
greatly extending their intereft by the oppor- 
tunity they had of making creatures, at the 
Wpenge of the Paifhwa's treafury. It hap- 
pened 
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pened, that the northeni jaghcdai 
the weakuefs of government, with-J 
tribute, and were in this folJowe< 
Pundits ; they purchafed, for a fmaj 
what they ufedto pay, the prote<3:ic 
miuifters : lb the treafuryyifiibly diir 
while their ftores increafcd. But th. 
not long. 

As Madharow advanced to manbo 
Ihewed all the talents which form < 
prince, and put in pra£lice the inftrii 
he had received from the regent. One 
iirft cares, upon his taking in hand the 
was to deftrcy this iniquitous combine 
by narrowing the power of the minifters 
reftoring that firmnefs of government w 
had eJcifted during the regency of his uii 
who, notwithftanding the Paifhwa's pene 
tion, was fiill kept in his difgrace and c 
finement. The ability and aftivity of M 
harow n>ade him be relpeded at home a 
dreaded abroad, and would certainly h 
proved as advantageous to his nation as fal 
^to. his neighbours, had his life been longer. . 
lingering diforder put an end to his Mign 
in November 1772, He faw his end ap 
proach with firmnefs, yet; with great Jinxiet) 

at 
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at fhc fituatioa in which he left his fumiljr* 
His brother and fucceflbr, Naroii Row, wa* 
young and weak, confiding in thoie who 
flattered his paffions and vanity^ and totally 
under the influence of his mother. The wife 
adminiftration of Ragobah recurred to him* 
The contrail between which, atid that likely 
to be under thofe difadvantages, was ftriking* 
Seniible that the good he had begun could be 
continued by him only, he wifhed to throw 
the management of the ftate into his hand. 
He knew the hatred of his mother, and the 
defigns of the miniftefs, the conlequence of 
whoie ambition might lofe the Pailhwalhip 
to his family, if not extinguifti the office : 
at the fame time much was to be feared from 
the refentment of Ragobah ; fome marks of 
which had appeared in his impatience at his 
confinement, projeds formed for his efcape, 
and meafures takqn to revive his interefts 
among his friends ; yet he knew him to be 
of a high Ipirit, and naturally, not only bold 
and enterprifing, but alfo generous ; and as 
he had no children, fuppofed he might look 
on Naroa as his own fon, and moved by the 
confidence repofed in him, a6t as his friend 
and parent ; he determined therefore to try 
that method; and calling to him his brother, 
fliewed hittx ttie dangers that furfpunded him 

from 
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from the ambition and avarice of 
fters, and the intriguing fpirit, wit 
placable temper of his mother : he 
Ragobah brought in, and after m 
expreffions conjured him, forgetting 
ufage he had received, to protecSt his 
and aid him with his councils ; at t 
time recommending to the young mt 
totally guided by him, and to guard 
the influence of his mother, and the 
of the minifters: each promifing w 
requefted, he joined their hands in to 
mutual friendihip and alliance. Soot 
this he expired. • The firft ads of the j 
Paifhwa, after the death of his brother, 
the appearance of a determination to pei 
his pcomife. It was agreed that Rag 
fhould be naib, or deputy, and carry oii 
admiuiftration of government in the nam 
Naron. In purfuance of this, when the I 
inverted him with the firpaw of Paj/hi 
he conferred the naibfhip on Ragobah. Tl 
things wore the face of barmonj; butt 
different interefts of the perlbns compolii 
the cabinet, and the reftlefs fpirit of Gop 
caboy *, who retained all her influence, fod 
deftroyed it* The deceafed Paifliwa iia< 



* Tlie Qiethcr of Naron and widow of Naqali. 

placed 
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placed great confidence. In the Duan5 Sac* 
caram Bapoo, and recommended him to that 
of his fucceflbr. But a young man named 
Nan ah Furneze, who had attached himlelf to 
Gopicaboy, and whole age and difpolitions 
nearly approached Naron's, infinuated him- 
felf in his. favour, and formed the defign of 
making it ferve his ambition. His wealthy 
family intereft, and connexions were confi- 
derable enough to create a ftrong party, which, 
with the addition of Gopicaboy, became ^n 
overmatch for Saccaram : but Ragobah was 
an unfurmountable check to their defigns, 
and therefore it was abfolutely determined to 
remove him from the perfon of Naron, and 
deprive him of his office. The lame means 
which had efFeded this with Madharow were 
repeated ; and a particular incident gave them 
a handle for their infinuations. 

Whether tlie weaknefs and debauchery of 
Naron had di (gulled Ragobah,, or whether he 
was fwayed by other motives, he, Ibme time 
after the death of his nephew, had adopted 
a youth named Furrat Row, who was nearly 
related to Moodagee Bouncelo, one of the 
moll powerful and conliderable of the Ma- 
haratta chiefs. This adoption, and the con- 

f nexion 
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ft 

* 

ncxion confeqirent to it, were by i 
ufed as ftfong arguments that JRa^ 
figned to eftabli(h himfelf in the 
Paifhwa, to the prejudice of Nan 
reprefcnted that he had afted contra 
cuftom of the country, which appr 
adoptions where there were nephev 
by this the fucceffion to his wealth ^v. 
from his family ; and perhaps the 1 
fice of Paifhwa might be fo : fhat t 
ncxion with fo powerful a chief as Be 
could have no other view hut e{tab 
fvLch an intereft as might overbaJani 
Paiflrwra's power. By thefe inCifiM^tiofi 
Ine flattery of Nanah and his young 
panions, the dying requeft of the late I 
wa, and promife in confequenoe, were 
tcrated, and Ragobah was once more a 
foner; and, on the i £th of April ij 
clofely confined, and deprived of the a( 
of his friends. 

• 

Naron, thus ^freed from the coptroul 
his unclcy gave a fu!i range to his folly; i 
tkbawchery, pride, and arrogance knew j 
bounds. The confidence was gimi total 
to Nanah and his adherents, and Sapcarai 
the Puan not only was neglcftd, but in 

fuJteJ, 
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fulted, aiid even defigns ehCertataed of de« 
priving him of the duanflilp. This Go- 
picaboy was labouring to efied, and her 
principles were fo known, that it was not 
doubted but his life, if it feenied neceflary, 
wouid be quickly facrifked to her thirft of 
power and revenge. The apprehenfionsrifing 
from this knowledge were Ibou encreafed to 
certainty. By the means of Bouncelo, Sac- 
caram received notice that a plot was formed 
to aflaffinate him and Ragobah; this, in a 
mind already inflamed, funk deep, and was 
followed by a refolution to fecure his own 
fafety by any n>eans. The mcft obvious was 
the death of Naron ; this viras inftantly re- 
folved : but it was neceflary to go further : 
feizing the power into his hands and that of 
his friends was the moft defirable, but whilft 
the office of Paifhwa exifted, or Ragobah 
lived, this was not eafy. The extinguifh- 
ment of the office might reftore the Raja, 
and deprive them and their caft. The death 
of Ragobah wouW open the eyes of all, and 
reprefcnt their aft, not as a meafure of fafety 
and public utility, but inordinate ambition. 
On the other bandj Ragc^bah, if released, 
might look -on them as his friends, aivi pre- 
ferve to tbem their wealth and power : this 

determined 
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determined them to releafe and reiiif 
bah. This icheme was laid, au 
into execution by the art of Saccar 
prevailed on Mahomet Efoof and 
Sing to procure two Subadars to v 
the death of Naron: on the i8th oi 
1773, they led their party, which < 
of five hundred men, to the Durbar 
pretence of being muftered ; the gat 
forced, and the guards put to the 
Naron, rouzed by the tumult, faw tl 
nefs of his danger, and at the fame th 
impoflibility of efcaping. The prilbn, 
Ragobah was confined, feemed the on 
fuge, thither he fled, and throwing hi 
at his uncle's feet, begged his protedio/i 
aflliring him nothing more than impr 
ment had ever been defigned again/!: J 
befought him to aflume the govemm 
and only fave his life. Before any tl 
could be anfwered, the party broke in, 1 
found him in that pofture. Ragobah J 
time only to take him in his arms, whi 
ad would have faved him ; but a flave, whd 
Naron had lately caufed to be fevereJy whij 
ped, and who had led the party to this aparl 
tment, urged them on ; their weapons weri 
inftantly diredled to the perfoii of Ragobah^ 

who, 
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who, to fave himfelf, was obliged to aban- 
don the wretched youth to their 1 words. 

Thus did a moment determine the fate 
of thefe two princes. The one, who Ian- 
guiiiled ih prifbn when he expelled death, 
was railed to liberty and command : and the 
other, in the height of fecurity, fell a vidim 
to his arrogance i ' 

Ragobah was inftantly brought out of his 
confinement by, Saccaram^ and by him and 
the other minifters faluted Paifhwa. His ad^ 
opted Ion was fent to Sattarah to obtain the 
inveftiture of the office, with which he im* 
mediately returned, and Ragobah entered^ in 
all appearance, peaceably upon the execution 
of it. 

The conipiracy againft Naron had been 
kept iecret to the moment of its execution : 
and as no life was fought but his, Nanah Fur- 
neze, and his adherents, had time to fave 
th6rafelvi5s by flight.* Ragobah recalled them, 
and, having given them aflUrances, they re- 
fumed the cKercife of their offices ; Ragobah 
''^as acknowledged by them, and all the in- 

D ferior 
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ferior offices throughout the Afa2iar< 
and every thing fecmed peace* - 

Mn Moftyn, the refident of the 
Company at Poonah,.made hinx tl 
prefents, accompanied with a proffei 
friendfhip, which was accepted, mid 
engagements were entered into to n 

the alliance made with his anceftor Bad 

• 

But, though every thing at Poonal 
the appearance of peace and acquiefcem 
der this eftablifhment, diflatisfadlion an 
lurked in the Durbar, and in a Ihort 
broke out to the difturbance of thfe il:at€ 
ruin of the Paifliwa. 

The mifchiefs which had sprung i 
during the firft impriibnment of Ragol 
were but kept under in the fhort admini/ 
tion of Madharow, and revived with n\ 
force than ever in that of Narra, Hence I 
gobah, at his acceffion, found an exhauiJ 
treafury^ a ceflation of -the payment of t\ 
bute by the neighbouring princep^ andtj 
principal offices held by perfoiis attached i 
one or other of the parties which divided tb 
Durbar. Both united in their fentiments a^ 

to 
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to him# Even Saccaram and lois party wer^ 
determined, if poflible, to keep him in fuch 
a f):ate,' that he (hould be dependent on 
them, or at leaft not of ftrength fufficient to 
enable him to call them to ah account iot 
peculation and iniquitous wafte of the pub-^ 
lie treafure* For their freeing him from im-< 
prifbnment, and inftilling him in the Paifh- 
lvafl)ip5 was not owing to any affeAion for 
him or his family, but folely to the necdfity 
of (hewing fomething of a regard to the pub- 
lic, which might cloak their intcrefted views* 
JRagobah knew this well: he had already 
felt the effefts of their cabals ; but as he was 
titow not under the power of any fuperior, 
he did not fear influence ; he therefore took 
the (horteft method of mending his afFairs 
and recruiting his treafury, by requiring the 
payment of arrears of tribute from the princes 
of Indoftan, at the fame time managing the 
revenues of the ftate by his own officers, 
without a duan or treafurer : to bring the 
former meafure- to pafs, he applied to Mo- 
dagee Bouncelo, that fbme of the force under 
him (hould join the fmall body he had on 
foot, and at the head of thefe he marched 
againft the Nizam of the Decai^ to bring 
him to pay the arrear due by him, and en- 

D 2 ' campdd 
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camped in his territory. Though hi 
the difpofition of both parties agaiiafl 
and from the nature of man mufl: ha\ 
eluded that Saccaram's difappoin tmei 
not being Duan, muft have made him a 
enemy, he left Poonah, without prope 
cautions, accompanied by forae of thofc 
perfons who dreaded his power, and fc 
when thoroughly eftablifhed, it wouL 
turned againft them. The confequence 
nearly proved fatal to him : part of theiJ 
tired from his camp, when in fight of 
Nizam's army, and the other concerted n 
fures to deliver him up to his enemy. T 
fucceedcd fo well that in November 1 7 ; 
when the Nizam's forces encountered hi 
having been, in the beginning of the zAk 
furprized in his tent, to which the Nizan 
troops had been fuffered to pafs, he oarrow 
efcaped after receiving foroe wounds ; a tot 
defeat of his army followed. But as the m 
Cure of thofe troops prompts them fooji t 
fly, fo it faves many, who immediately agaii 
appear in arms ; Ragobah was therefore (oou 
again at the head of an army, which, by 
Modagee joining him, amounted to 60,000 
horfe; on the other hand, Shabajee, hrother 
to Modagee, who difputed with him the 

Rajaftjp 
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Rajaihip of. 6f rar, joined the Nizam with a 
force of 40 5 GOO. Ragobah having taken the 
fort of Muldroog advanced to Badar. The 
armies lay feveral days in fight of each other; 
frequent fkirmifhes enfued : both parties fufr 
fered great inconvenience : Ragobah, from 
want of money, and the diftruft of thofe who 
remained at Poonah ; the Nizam from the great 
expence and the uneafinefs on feeing two Ma- 
haratta armies in his territories : they were 
therefore eafily brought to treat on the 9th of 
December 1 773, and a peace was concluded. 
Ruckna al Dowla, the Nizam's vizir, promif- 
ing on his behalf to pay twenty-five lacks of 
roupies *, and to cede fome fortreflfes agreed 
on^ This treaty was followed by an interview 
between thofe princes, in which the Nizam 
having convinced Ragobah of his inability to 
pay the fum ftipulated ; he, who wanted tQ 
fecure the afliftance of fo powerful an ally, 
and expefted much larger treafures from the 
Carnatic, and the country of Hyder Ally, 
changed the terms of their treaty, and re- 
linquifhed the demand of the money, * on 
the Nizam's undertaking to furnifh a certain 
number of troops whenever he (hould demand 
them, 

* About 250,0001. at 23. the rovple« 

D 3 Having 
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Having finifhed thele affairs, he direftei 
his march towards the country qf Hyder, 
demanding the arrears of Chout, at the fame 
time writing to Mahomet Aly Cawn nabob 
of the Carnatic, requiring his affiftance* 
Having advanced as far a§ Cutberge, thirty 
cofs ^ weft of Bedah, he was there met hf 
flyders vaqueel, who immediately entere4 
into treaty: Hyder paid down twenty-five 
Jacks of roupies, aqd in return obtained the 
pofTeffion .of the diftrifts of Mifdgwanny, 
^aiifcotah, and Chunda Groog. 

Ragobah then turned his thoughts; to the 
invafion of the Carnatip, to demand arrears 
of Chout from Mahomet Aly; his army by 
his fuccefs had increafed, and the hopes of 
^he phinder, which is ever the fruit of thofe 
expeditions, had drawn to him a great num- 
ber of horfemen. This boded deflruflion tq 
that whole country, not only from the ra- 
vages of his troops, but an invafion by Hy- 
der^ who would nqt have failed to take ad- 
vantage of thole circumftances. Fortunately 
for Mahomet Aly the attention of Ragobah 
wa§ called off by the efFe<Ss of the cabals at 
fopnah, to which his abfence had furnifhed 
an pqcaiion. The party which had fo fudr 

* A cofs is nearly two miles. 
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denly changed the fortuikj of Ragobah, fooii 
found that their hopes of his fuffering them 
to acquire an increafe of riches and power 
were vain. They remembered the fteadi- 
nefs of his adminiftration when regent, his 
determination to reftore the power of his ofr 
fke, and prevent the mifchiefs which had 
given them fuch influence and wealth ; they 
now faw the firft fteps of the fame plan, ancj 
with the more likelihood df fuccels to hitrx 
and ruin to them ; as he was not governing 
for another, but in his own right, all parties 
were equally intprefted to prevent the growth 
of this fyftem. The principal among them, 
Saccaram Bappoo, Nanah Furneze, Hurry 
Pcut Furkia, Anunt Seva Gi, and apother, 
united in a league, which they called The 
Five Friends : as the hazard \yas great, 1q 
the ftroke w^s bold ; they determined to de- 
prive him once rnore of the Paifhwafhip and 
liberty, and feize the government. Thi^ 
fcheme was thus brought about : Naron had 
left a widow called Gungaboy ; it Nyas given 
out that fhe was with child, and the 30th 
of January 17745 fl>^ was feized by them, 
together with another lady, wife of Suda- 
boy, a chief of the Paifhwa race, who pre- 
tended to the regency, and whona they kep^ 

P 4 ^^ 
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in confinement, and carried to the 
Porounder, where five brannin woir 
with child accompanied her ; thus J 
tained a great prpbability that a xrjs 
Ihould be born in that fortrefs : till j 
duftion the governpci^nt was to be caj 
in the name of Gungaboy, they aflun 
higher title than that of miniflers. 
perfon in the intereft of Ragob^h v 
tinder a guard ; and the Friends imme 
levied troops tp fupport this ufurpation 

But uptwithft^nding all their prfca 

Ragobah was infprpied of their procee 

before their advices could reach the < 

derates thpy had in his army, and thi 

whom they expected to feize his perfon 

faw his danger in the ftrpngeft light ; i 

of thofe wlio furrounded him he knew ( 

of the bramin fadion, and united with 

minifters, and he judged that the tale oi 

pregnancy of Naron's wido\v would fee 

many more. His firft care was to fequre 

perfon i he dilbanded his army, and xt\\ 

to Gutty, a fort pofleiied by Mora-row ( 

parah, a Maharatta chief, who had gri 

power and influence in that country, a 

pommanded a conliderable body of trpo] 

Fortuiiatei 



OF B O M B A Y^ 57 

Fortunately he declared himfelf his friend, 
and not only afforded him a retreat where his 
perfon was fecure, but promifed him affift- 
ance to reduce this rebellion. An Impolitic 
ftep of the Five proved at the fame time fa- 
vorable to him. They too foon Ihewed the 
reality of their views by calling on all the 
chiefs to difcharge the arrears they owed ; 
this provoked many, and drove them to Ra- 
gobah, who by thefe means faw himfelf once 
more at. the head of an army ; that raifed 
by the Five, commanded by Trimbuck Row, 
a chief of great reputation, was now marching 
againft him ; by the acceffion of Shabagee's 
force it had increafed to 60,000 men ; Sin- 
dia, Holcar, and the Nizam joined in the 
league with the liiinifters : ruin now feemed 
inevitable : neverthelefs, as he had now an 
army in which he confided, through his opi- 
nion of Mora- row who fupported him, he 
marched from Dalari on the fouth fide of the 
Khriftna, and croffing that river advanced 
towards his enemies. A body of troops 
from the Nizam had joined them, fo that in 
all rqfpefts they were fuperior to him. This 
infpired them with a conficjpnce of which he 
took the advantage: on the 24th of March 
jie halted at Merits, a place within four cofs 

of 
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of them ; in the entrance of the night he placed 
a ftrong party in ambufh, and then decamped 
with all the remainder of his armj, leaving 
his tents ftanding, and all his heavy artillery : 
this apparent flight foon reached the ears of 
Trimbuck, who led the vaa of the enemy ; 
he, flulhed with the hopes of a vidory io 
eafily gained, haftily marched in purfuit, with-t 
out waiting for the Nizam and Shabegee who 
were in the rear : he met no oppofition till 
he had pafled the ambulh ; but then, to his 
great furprize, faw Ragobah marching fwiftly 
to attack him in front ; at the fame time thq 
corps in ambufcade fell upon his rear. Trim- 
buck endeavoured by valour to repair the 
mifchief brought on him by hia ra(hnefs j 
but it was in vain : his army was totally de-» 
feated, he himfelf wounded, and taken pri- 
loner. Ragobah now advanced toward Poo-^ 
nah. Holcar and Sindia, who had not fent 
their quota of troops, though required by 

the nainifters, feemed tQ ftand neuter, 

» 

The confternation at Poqnah was now 
great ; ftrongly imprefled with the terror of 
the return of I^gobab at the head of a vic- 
torious army, it was once propofed, as thp 
qnly me^ns pf fafety, to releafe the Rajah, 

and 
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and r^ore the antient form of govcromcnt, 
by which proceeding thejr reckoned to fccurc 
the adherence of moft of the Maharatta chiefs^ 
BiH: this was a meafure too replete of datige^ 
to themlelves ; they muft have been called 
to account for all the ufurpations of their 
caft, which froni that hour would be de» 
preflfed } lofs of wealthy perhaps of life, might 
probably follow. A few moments reflexion 
induced thenj to adopt a lefs dangerous plan, 
which the birtjh of 9 chjld in Porounder, of^ 
fared them an opportunity of executing. On 
the 2 &th of April 1774a male child pro- 
duced, as born of Gungaboy, was called by 
the name of Madoo Jlow Nai^r^in, and acr 
knowledged as Pailhwa. 

Although this contrivance was moft grofs, 
;ind attended with every circumftance of 
fraud, the firft report of pregnancy arifing fo 
confiderable a time ^fter the death of Naron, 
the fcizure of the widow, the ftrid care that 
none but their own confidential dependents 
Oiould have accefs to her^ a fencp being 
(Bre£ked round the fort for that purpofe, ^ but 
above all the caufing her to be accompanied 
by five women with child, infomuch that it 
yi^j at the tfme pf her confinement, pub- 
licly 
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licly called an artifice, and treated as fuch 
by the Nizam in his propolals for a pacifi- 
cation ; yet, fuch as it was, from its nature 
it kept many in fufpenfe, and enabled the 
contrivers not only to fcreen themfelves, but 
maintain their power. The doubt that a 
fon of Naron*s might exift, detached the 
friends of the family from the intereft of 
Ragobah, and the hopes of becoming confi- 
derable in the adminiftration of perfons who 
muft embrace every refource that offered, and 
highly reward thole whofe fervices they 
peeded, induced many, other wife indifferent, 
to efpoufe this caule. Ragobah was now 
within four cofs of Poonah, when, on the 
13th of April 1 774) letters from the Five 
Friends to Holcar and Sindia were inter- 
cepted by him. The matter and ftyle of 
them was fuch as led him to conclude that 
a ^ori'efpOndence was eftabliflied between 
them, and that fome bargain tending to his 
ieftru6ion was either fchemed or actually 
begun. The infidelity naturally to be fu- 
fpe6ted from Indian chiefs fo feized his ima- 
gination, that he gave himfelf no time to 
examine whether thele letters iriight not be 
an artifice of the fadtibn, and were not pur- 
pofely thrown into his hand : he therefore 

inftantly 
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inftantly determined to leave a place which 
teemed with fuch danger, and have recourfe 
to the friendfliip of others. He immediately 
retreated with a body of a thoufand horfej 
with which, on the 27th of May, he crofled 
the Nerbudda, and feemingly directed his 
march towards Dehli, to whifh place his re-- 
maining friends imagined he would go ; but 
when he reached Indoor, he turned fhort, and 
joined Govind Row, who was then at the 
head of a conliderable army aftually carrying 
on the^fiege of Broderah. Govind promifed 
to efpoufe his caufe, and if their forces had 
been joined, they would have found them* 
felves at the head of 40,000 men, 

* 

If the letters thus intercepted were a de- 
vice, it lucceeded even beyond the expeftation 
of his enemies. Holcar and Sindia, if be- 
come adverfe to him, had thereby a colour 
for joining the cabal, and his flight making 
his affairs feem defperate, they faw the faireft 
opportunity of completing their defedtion. 
Accordingly a treaty was entered into be- , 
tween them and the Five Friends, who 
found it necefl'ary to eftablifh their fyftem 
on a balls more extended ; and to intereft 
the Rayput chiefs in their caufe, which, when 

fupported 
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fupported by the joint intereft of the bra- 
mins and warriors, would become imnaove- 
able. Holcar and Sindia, and five other 
Mdharatta chiefs, were therefore affociated, 
and the whole called by the name of T'he 
Twelve Friends. The infant Narraiii was by 
them acknowleged Paifliwa, and the firpaw 
j)rocured for him from the Raja. The prin-» 
cipal article of agreement among the Twelve 
was, the total and perpetual exclufion of RaK 
gobah from the government* 

The remains of Trimbuck*s army had beenf 
re-aflembled under another general named 
Hurry Furkia, who joined the Nizam and 
Shabagee : they followed Ragobah in his re- 
treat. Ragobah*s officers prefled him to at-^ 
tempt an engagement with them, hoping by 
a decifive flroke to end a fervice for which, 
in his circumflances, he was not able to pay 
them, for his treafures were exhaufled.. This 
ardour made him fufpe£t their fidelity : on 
the other hand, the Nizam and Shabagee, 
though they did not feparat6 from Furkia, 
invented delays, their intention being not to 
put an end to the war, but harrafs Ragol^h, 
and draw money from the miniflers. This 
afforded him time to make his retreat with- 

oyt 
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out lofs, and to deliberate upon his fu- 
ture proceedings. He did not chufe to ven- 
ture a battk, but direfted his views to Bram- 
pour, hoping that when there he might be 
able to raifq money ; and that if Sindia ,and 
Holcar were well inclined to him, which 
he flattered himfelf might be, as the latter 
had received him in his retreat, and that 
both had quarrelled with the minifters, they 
would have it in their power eafily to join 
him ; his prqjeft was then to return into 
Berar, till the enfuing rains (hould oblige the 
Nizam to quit the field. And if he was not 
joined, but forfa|cen, to go to Sujah ul Dowla, 
the Nabob of Owdc, under whom his bro- 
ther ferved- in a confiderable command. 

Union could not long fubfift among his 
enemies ; each claimed a fuperiority over the 
others. Some endeavoured Co get Raja Ram, 
whom they kept confined at Sattarah, and 
who had no children, to adopt a fucceflbr, 
whom they would have recommended ; but 
this he refufed* 

This uniettled ftate of affairs at Poonah 
not only gave Ragobah time to breathe, but 
opened the eyes of many who were originally 

well 
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well inclined to him, and encouraged fbmtf 
to affift him with their force. He was now at 
Indoor, where Holcar and Sindia fent him 
confiderable bodies of men. Govind Row 
Was his declared friend ; fo that he was once 
more at the head of a numerous army. Hurry 
Furkia having left a confiderable detachment 
near Poonah, marched with the remainder 
towards Aurerigabad. Shabagee retired to* 
wards Berar; the Nizam in dilguft with- 
drew, and remained till the rains were over 
at Dowletabad, which was to be delivered to 
him« 

Oil the iyth of June j Sdcearam, Nana^ 
and Gungaboy, in the dead of night, fleW 
precipitately from Sharpoor, where they were 
to have refided during the rains, to Poroun- 
der : they pretended they had then found the 
truth of a treachery which they had long 
fufpe£led, that Morabah Batchiabah Bob- 
bagee Naig, whofe fon had married Rago- 
bah'a daughter, were to have feized them : 
that Batchiabah was to have executed this 
fcheme. Being difcovered, he retired -towards 
Jezeray: Morabah who, through his great 
intereft among the people, thought himfelf 
fecure, remained at Poonah ; the others went 

to 
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to Baramooby. During thefe troubles Hyder> 
Bugatta Jung, and Morarow Gopperah re- 
duced the countries on their fide of the Car- 
natic, and laid fiege to and took leveral forts 
belonging to the Mahrattas. 

Before thefe laft events, however great 
the appearance of fuccefs, Ragobah thought 
it prudent to ftrengthen hioifelf by an alli- 
ance with the Englifti. In the month of 
Auguft preceding, he^ through his Vaqueel 
at Bombay, had made overtures for that pur- 
pofe : the requeft on his fide was a body of 
troops ; but the advantages he offered in re- 
compence did not come up to what the in- 
terefts of the Company and the repeated or- 
ders of the Directors obliged the council to 
require. The acquifition of Salcet and Baf- 
feui were the firft, almoft the Ible objed ; 
the ceffion of either of thefe was what he 
could not then think of. The importance 
and revenue were great ; the evident policy 
of that ftate was to reftrain within very nar- 
row limits every power in the weftern part 
of their dominions. The Englifh from their 
ftrcngth and refources were of all others the 
moft dangejrous neighbours; and the bra- 
mins, by the honour of their family, were 

£ bound 
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bound to prefer ve the poffeffion of thefe terri- 
tories; they made part of the particular 
demefoe of the Paifliwas. The great Chim- 
nagee Oppah had conquered them from the 
Portugueze, and it was the only exifting 
conqueft made by the natives of Indoftan 
upon Europeans. Thefe reafons, and the 
fiouri{hing flate ' of his affairs, induced him., 
to reje£t the conditions propofed by the Bom- 
bay council, the principal whereof were the 
ceffion of thefe two valuable poflefSons. 
They waited till time in its revolution (hould 
offer the wifhed-for opportunity : it was 
now come. The infidelity of feme, the 
inconflancy of other?, and the continual 
dread of a reverfe of fortune, turned his 
thoughts towards the £^ngli(h, whom he now 
looked on as the only allies who would and 
Qould effeftually affifl him ; he therefore 
now made a fecond application to the coun- 
cil of Bombay, which, as he was in^ greater 
want of their affiflrance, contained offers af- 
fording a profpeft of attaining the long 
wifhed-for pofleffion of Salcet. . To judge 
properly of this tranfadlion it is neceffary 
to confider the fituation, circumftances, con- 
nexions, and views of the ppiuces who in- 
habited that part of Indoftaa. It hath been 

already 
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already mentioned that the Mahratta natxoa^ 
confifts of many tribes governed by Rajas, 
ackuxiwledging the fbvereignty of the chiet 
Raja, who refides at Sattarah, and paying a 
rent to him ; in other refpefts they are Hke the 
ancient feudatories in Europe, independent ; 
each governing his own fubjeds, being at 
the head of armies, and doing themfelves 
juftice upon any wrongs offered by their 
neighbours, but bound to a certain Service 
when called on by the chief Raja, and fur- 
nifhing a number of troops both to defend 
him agaitift enemies, dr to aflift him in ex- 
peditions into the neighbouring provinces* 
Each of thefe princes aQually maintains a 
confiderable body of men, according to his 
means ; thefe armies do not confift merely 
of real Mahrattas, but alfo of fuch adventui- 
rers as being deflitute of pofleffions feek by 
foldiery to better their fortunes. If a man 
can purchafe a horfe fit for military fervice^ 
he offers himfelf to fome of the powers, 
whether Mahometan or Hindoo : thus their 
armies are loon formed. From the nature of 
fuch circumflances their chiefs are feldonv 
united ; each purfues the line which fuits hia 
interefts, policy, or often paflion or prejudice : 
th^t unions and reparations are fudden an4 
unexpected. 

E % y\M 
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The moft conficterable of thefe chiefs, as 
well from the extent of his territory, as the 
number of his troops, was the Bouncelo. 
The Raja was then an infant, adopted for a 
fop by the laft Raja Jonnagee ; he was his 
nephew, the fon of his younger brother 
Moodagee, who, as father of this minor, 
claimed the regency ; but he had a brother 
named Shabagee, who being elder than he, 
in that right claimed it alfo. Ragobah had 
efpoufed the caufe of Moodagee, and had be- 
iides bv his adoption of Furrut Ras ftrongly 
attached him to his intereft; the Five of 
courfe efpbiifed the caufe of Shabagee. The 
cmbarraffment of the affairs of thefe princes 
obliged them to remain neuter. The terri- 
tory of this Raja extends from Orixa to Gu- 
zurat. 

The Guycawars poffcfs the whole Guzurat, 
and the country ds far as Danaum. It was 
won from tlie Mogul by Pillagee, the. grand- 
father of the prefent Raja ; he held it for fome 
time io independency, but Domulgee his fon 
wais by Nanah compelled to yield fome places 
in it, to pay a rent, and bind himfelfto fur- 
iiifli a certain quantity of troops when 
wanted. The revenues of their pofleffions 

amount 
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amount to eighty, lacks of rqpees, and their 
army to near 13 a, 066 horfe* Inteftine divi- 
fions reigned in the femily during the admi- 
niftration of . Madoorow. Futty Sing had 
through his bribes to the governing bramins 
obtained the government ; on the acceffioil 
of Ragobah he was by him deprived of it in 
favour of his brother Govindrow ; this pro- 
duced a war, which had {p far turned out 
to the advantage of Govindrow, that Futty 
Sing was driven into Broderah, where he 
was Jbefiegpd by him. 

Hoicar and Sindia had confiderable power; 
they had for a long time with-held the pay^ 
ment of their rent, and their view was to 
profit by the difbrders that reigned among the 
bramins; confequentiy, though they had join- 
ed with the Five, and even become members 
of the confederacy, they had not continued 
that union, they found it to their advantage 
toad otherwife; policy requiring that Ra- 
gobah (hould not be totally deftroyed. 

Morarow Goparah poffefled the fort of 
Crutti, a ftrong place, and alfo a very con* 
fiderable diftrid which bordered on the coun- 
try, of the Nizam. He had age and qxperi- 

E 3 * ence 
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ence^ and i^ught principally the prefervation 
and quiet pofleflion of his jaghire^ wifhiiig 
to fide with neither party, and watching the 
opportunity of making an advantage of the^ 
broils of his neighbours^ 

The real as well as apparent interej^ of 
the Nizam was, that the| diffentions at Poo- 
nah ihould not oeafe. He had already ob- 
tained advantages from Ragobah, by the def^ 
lion of fotne diftrids, and had alfo received 
confiderable fums from the Five Friends. 

The interefts of Hyder were the fame ; 
he was bufied in reducing the forts yielded to 
him by Ragobah, and feemed rather inclined 
to favour his caufe ; but the probjjbility was 
that he would affift neither party ; yet bis 
attention to feizeany advantage which might 
offer, made him much to be dreaded. IJe 
had lately ftrengthened himfelf by an al- 
liance with the Dutch, concluded with their 
ambafladors, Samuel Conflantine and Charles 
Robert ; the firft article of which was a 
mutual engagement to affift each other againft 
any power with whom each (hould be at 
war J the force to be furnifhed by each in 
cafe of requifition was fettled, as was the 

pay 
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pay they were to. receive ; the governor of 
Batavia was to furniih this force. 

By the eighth article Hydcr requiredt 
that ihould Mahomet Ally, or the EugUih, 
wage ivar againft him, the Dutch fhould 
afliil him with all the force they had ia 
India ; and if they defired to recover their 
country in Tanjore, he wpuld aflift them 
\^ith all his force ; the Dutch were to have 
the preference in his dominions for fandal- 
wood, pepper, cardamoms, and rice, for 
which they were to. give iron and brafs can- 
non, and all military flores. 

I • 

The Company was at peace on every fide : 
the war with the Rohillas concluded to their 
advantage ; the fettlement in Bengal in a 
flourilhing condition ; an army well difci- 
plined, a treafury every day iacfeafing, and 
the former errors of government and mifma- 
nagement of individuals almoft obliterated. 

Ragobah was now at the head of 40,000 
horfe ; and fuch were the circumftances of 
the country round, when he applied for th^ 
affiftance of the Englifli, and in recompence 
offered the poffeffion of Salcet, Baffein, and 

E 4 its 
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its territory, with the fhare of the re vent 
of Surat that belonged to the Mahratta flat 

Such terms were what the Bombay com 
cil looked for ; the attainment of them fu 
filled the views of the Diredors, and then 
fore -they without he^tation accepted then^ 
It was to be feared that, if refufed, Ragobd 
would have had reqourfe to the Pprtugueze 
who would have gladly accepted even Jefs 
They had then lately been put upon a re-* 
fpedable footing by the increafe of their mi- 
litary eftablifhm^nt, and a great reformation 
in their government, and might have been 
of great fervice to his caufe. On the other 
hand the tranquillity of the Eaft of India was 
fecured; though gratitude ihould fail, intereft 
muft bind Ragobah, the maintenance of his 
pofieffion depended on the continuation of the 
affiftance through which it (hould have been 
obtained : the total exclulion of the rivals of 
their trade in the dominions of this people; 
the accompliftimei^t of fuch great ends, 
with honour, with juftice, without blood- 
fhed, with the profpeft of fecuring a peace 
through India, the executiqn of the repeated 
orders from England, the crifis, the only 
moment perhaps never to return, ihould they 

even 
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even hefitate ; thefe were apparent. The 
Portugueze were watching the moment fa- 
vourable to their repofleflion of thofe places. 
Their being conquered from them by Chxm- 
nagee Oppah in ij^^^ was not pnly a mor- 
tal blow to their tr,ade and power, but a ^ain 
to their honour, and therefore the acquifitioa 
of them, whether by treaty or^. force, the 
conftant obje6t in view: if, upon the Bom* 
bay council's refufing or endeavouring to de- 
lay, Ragobah had applied to them, or if the 
diftijadions of the Mahratta ftate continuing, 
the {o much wiflied-for occafion prefented it* 
felf, they muft have feized it,> and a colour 
of juftice would not have been wanting, fincc 
thefe dominions had been wrefted from them 
fo lately. .This colour of juftice the coun- 
cil of Bombay had not, nor could they^ if 
once thefe pofleflions were relumed, grant 
aid to any Indian power to wreft them from 
the poflcflbrs*. Should the Portugueze 
negleft iuch an opportunity, and peace be re- 

ftored 



* The reforms then lately made in the management of 
the affairs of that nation had rendered them a moch mor<s 
refpeftable power than they had been; their marine wa$ 
increafed, both in number and the fize of their (hips ; the 
loquifition was aboKftied, and liberty of confcience givea 
to all ttiat fettled at Goa of in its dependencies : the gfelef« 

riches 
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ftofed to the Mahratta empire witho 
Interference af the Engliih, either I 
deftruftion of Ragobah or that of hh 
Hiies^ iiot only thefc pofleffions would \ 
ceded to them, but the colleftion of i 
IVould be renewed through all InJia. 
J)artie3 are ''ready for an union on the 
pofal of thefe expeditions : probably the 
vince of Bengal, moft undoubtedly the 
fiaticy would have felt this* 

The treaty concluded, fuch troops asc 
thefa 'be fpared were embarked for Si 
tvhence*, ad circumftanccs fliould per 
fhey were ordered to join the army of 
^obah; Thefe were 2500 men under 
Command of Colonel Keating., The f 
\vas to aflift in the reduction of Brodet 
then befieged byGovindrow; and, after h 

riches of the churches were declared to beloDg ^0 
king, and were apjrfied to public ufes : the admioifir^^ 
of juftice was put on a firm footing, and carried on 
perfons feat from Lifbon, unconncfted with the inhabitai 
of Goa ; the ranks of the clergy and military fettled j ai 
that every thing might look to the encouragemeot of tt 
fcrvice, the denominations of that rank were taken froi 
tnilitary aames : thus a bifhop bad the rank of a briga(i^| 
general* The force afluaily in Goa coniifted of four reg{ 
meats of infantry, amounting to 2240 men; one oli^^ 
tiacsp 800; three of natives^ ^oq; aod 6odO fepoysv 

H 
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ang put him in pofleffion of that important 
place, aiid thereby fecured a friendly coua* 
try in the rear^ to march direftly to Poonah. 

This treaty, or the preparations in confe- 
(juence, could not be carried on with that 
lecrecy neceflary to fecure the efFe<9:s of them. 
Hurry Punt Furkia, one of the confederates, 
who commanded their army, was apprized of 
Ragobab's application,- and determined to at* 
tack him whilft the fuperiority was on their 
fide: he therefore, without lofs of time, 
directed his march to Broderah. This obliged 
Ragobah to raife the fiege, and retreat to the 
Mahi, a river near Cambay. Futty Sipg 
joined the confederate army; and, knowing 
the country^ led them 10 expeditioufly, that 
croffitig the Mahi, they came unexpe&edly 
tipon the center of the army of Ragobah. 
An aftion enfued, in which Ragobah for 
fome time' defended bimfelf well, till, by 
a party of Arabs who had engaged in the 
fervice of Govindrow, refuffing to charge, 
he thought himfelf betrayed, and quitting 
the field, retired with one thoufand horfe to 
Cambay. His ' general Phaukrea, with the 
heft of his troops, retreated to the fart of 
CopperWange, about am hundred iand fifty 

cofi 
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cofs from Cambay, tyhere Govindrow and 
Condah Row joined him. From Cambay, 
Ragobah proceeded to Surat, where the force 
ient from Bombay found him ; here he ratified 
the treaty. His general gave, him notice of 
hh retreat to Copperwange, with his allies ; 
of their fafety and numbers, and of the pof- 
fibility of eife(5ling a junftion with tjie Eng- 
llfh force (hould they advance to Qambay. 
Upon this it was deterrnined pur army (hould 
proceed there, the tranfport by fea wias eafy 
aiwl fecure ; on the iSph of March jthey ar- 
rived, and proceeded ti) join the army of Ra- 
gobah. The confederate army lay between 
them; yet, by a motion happily concerted 
between the commanders, the Englifli got 
pofleffion of a fecure poft beyond the confe- 
derates, and a. junftion was formed on the 
1 9th of April 1775. The whole of tjie army 
thus combined amounted to 379500; of 
which 2500 were Englifli troops. 

Fortune, or rather the ill-timed rapacity 
of the confederates, once more favoured Ra- 
gobah. Deeming his ruin compleated by 
the laft defeat, they haftened to fill their trea- 
fury# Orders vvere fent to Hurry PuntFur- 
kia|, their general, to feize Modagee Sindia, 
the jaghedar of Uguir, and fend him to Poo- 

nah 
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mh to fettle his accounts ; he had mteili. 
gence of this, and knowing the. confquences 
of fuch an imprifonment, he determined not 
to venture it, and fuddenly left the confe- 
derate army with 12,000 horfe ; the pre* 
tence was, that troubles had arifcn in hig 
province, which his prefence was neceflary 
to compofe. Colonel Keating lofl no time 
in advancing towards the enemy, who, 
though fuperior in numbers, carefully avoided 
an engagement, conAantly retreating as he 
advanced, and fometimes fb as might b^ we]^ 
termed flying. Ragobah had fome parti- 
cular reafons to wifh that our march (hould 
be dire^d northward, but the deftinatipn 
and ' exprefs orders required that the march 
ihould be to Poonah. 

The confederates were ftruck with the de- 
fertion of Sindia ; it gave them room to 
fufpeft the fincerity of Holcar, their other 
northern ally ; the Nizam, notwithftanding 
the ceffioigiB made, and fubfidies granted by 
them, ferit no troops to their afliftance; 
thdr ally Shabagee Bouncelo had been lately 
cut off by his brother Modagee ;. feveral 
chiefs, on whofe afliftance they had reckoned, 
now grew cold, and did not join them j 

probably, 
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probably, -if Ragebah mdrthed with victory 
to Poonah, would follow hie (latidard. The 
weight which the ^(lance of the £ngii{h 
would throw into the fcale, the extent 
whereof yet was uncertain'^; all thefe cir- 
cumftances determined the confederates to^ 
hazard an engagement ; if they were victo- 
rious it would ftop the current, and prepare 
the way for a negotiation with us, which Sac- 
earam Bappo and Nanah Furneze were then 
meditating ; if they were defeated, the ruin 
Jiow inevitable was only accelerated. Tfaey 
therefore fent orders to Hurry Furkia to ri& 
an engagement. 

In' every war, whether external or civil, 
there are inconveniencies on each fide, which 
furnifh great advantages to thie adverfary: 
experienced perfbns know that they are in- 
herent in the nature of human affairs, and 
from that experieiKe conclude they exift : it 
was {0 here, Ragobah laboured under the 
want of treafure ; when he was furprized 
and forced to retreat to CaiFnbay , all he €ouid 
carry with him was the value <^ £x lacks of 
roupies in jewels; ^e remainder of his va- 
luable efie£l:s, wiiitich had not fallen into the 
pofleilion of his enemies, was &cured in the 

fort 
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fortefDhar, where his; family had i%tired; 
and was not thep within his reach, Thefe 
fix lacks were infifted on as a pledge of his 
performing his engagements to the Cora* 
pany. The refowce of borrowing fi-om the 
Shroffs or motieyrlend^rs at Surat could be 
but weak whil& his. affairs ilood in a preca- 
nous fituation, his owo ^curity wa^ not fuf* 
fident to procure th^ir . tmft, and it was a 
fiep too bold for the council of Bombay to 
engage the credit &f the Cqmpany ; this 
diilrefs was well known ait Pjoonah; and 
that the Indian troops, if not paid ^egnlarlyt 
or have not fome proipeft of immediate fatif* 
fadion^ will not fight, or if they are hroyght 
to face the foe do , it faintly ; and the confi?- 
derates hoped fome advantage would ariie t9 
them from it during an engagement: any 
fortunate turn, the : acoeflion of ibme chiefs^ 
would fo change the afpe^ of afiairs as to 
make thdfe difadvant^es vanifli : this was 
another g^eat incitement to their d^termin^ 
tion of hazarding a l^tle» 

Ragobah'a wifli w^s to have * penetrate 
northwax:d to Ahmedavad^ where he hoped 
to have procured ax>Qey , which he ilood & 
much m tvsed of ; but this fchenae was fom 

found 
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found by Colonel Keating to be replete veit 
jnconveniencies, not only as it delayed it 
principal objed in view, which was his efla 
bliihment at Poonah, but from the natur 
of the march itfelf, as moving fouthwan 
Would oblige the enemy to follow, and thi 
fboner bring them to an aftion : he therefon 
infifted on bending their march that way 
This had its efFeft ; the minifterial army fol- 
lowed, and on the 1 8 th of May came up 
to the rear of the £ngli(h, as they were at 
the entrance of a village where there were 
fome defiles ; their commander having ex- 
pedted this, his troops were very fbon formed 
to receive them well, and though they at- 
tacked with great resolution, they were re- 
pulied with a very great lofs on their fide, 
and very little on that of the Englifh, till 
unfortunately the firft company of European 
grenadiers, by an ill judged movement to the 
right retreated too precipitately from their 
ground ; they were followed by the Madras 
infantry, and thefe by fome fepoys ; their 
movement, though too rapid, was regular 
till they reached fome hedges with openings 
at intervals ; crowding to get through thefe 
occafioned confuiion, during which they were 
. charged with fuccefs by a body of hotk* 

They 
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*rhe)r then fled, nor could they be rallied^ 
^ven by the commander himfelf ; their flight 
having cleared the ground of them, the 
artillery played with fuch fuccefs on that 
body of horie, that there remained not more 
than ten. This unfortunate motion was 
owing to an order given by the commander 
to feize fome guns of the enemy, which muft 
have been improperly repeated and ill un- 
derfteod : many officers were killed on that 
occafion. This was the .only lofs on the fide 
of the Engliih ; that of the enemy was very 
great, the artillery having deftroyed great 
numbers of men ^ horfes, and fome elephants; 
many perifhed in their flight, and every day's 
news increafed their lofs. Thus the event 
was fortunate to Ragobah, and fo damped 
the fpirit of his enemies, that the confederate 
army never from that time was brought to 
ftaiid another attack ; they retreated, with* 
out even making ufe of the advantage of 
many defendable ports which the country 
offered. On the 19th of May Colonel 
Keating pafled the Mahi in purfuit of them, 
but could not reach them till the i oth of 
June, when, at the pafs of Bowapier, they 
croflfed the Nerbedah ; the Englifh army 
there came up to their rear, which they at- 

F tacked 
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tacked with fuccefs : many w^re killed, thei 
cannon W^re loft in the river, and maii' 
ipen, liorfes, and camels dro\vned ; they re 
treated from thence with precipitation, ieav 
ing great quantities of provender and pro 
yilion that they had not time to deftroy; 
which, with fome horfes and an elephant, fel] 
into the purfuers lunds : and thus the pro- 
vince of Guzurat was evacuated. To com- 
plete their misfortune, in their retreat, when 
they came to the Tappy , near Golow, it was 
fo fwelled and rapid, that in paffing it they 
loft a thoufand . horfe. A little time before 
this the Mahrattas from Bafljein had made 
an attempt on Salcet, where they landed 
with 3500 men, but were tepulfed with 
great lofs on their fide. 



The monfoons near approach made a fur- 
ther progrefs fouthward dangerous : it was 
neceflary therefore to fufpend that part of the 
operations; but what remained of the fair 
feafbn was employed in the reduction of Dub- 
bay, a fortified place fituated between Ba- 
roach and Broderah : this poflfeflion pro- 
duced confiderable advantages. Our army 
could winter there, and the proximity of 
Baroach made it eafy at the opening of the 

feafon 
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feafbn for fuch reinforcemonts and fupplies 
as might be fent from Bombay to join the 
army ; th«nce the fiege of Brodera might be 
eafily undertaken. The poffeffion of that 
place was neceffary to fecure thb country be* 
hind, when the army fhould proceed to Poq^ 
nah, the great objedl of the expedition. Other 
incidetits then began to incline the balance to 
the caufe of Ragobah, and the particular ad- 
vantage of the Englifh. 

It hath already been mentioned that Futty 
Sing, one of the Gwicawars, had been ap-^ 
pointed governor of the country of Guzurat by 
the confederates ; as his advancement was 
owing to the money he had given them, he did 
not look on it as binding him to their caufe, 
which he had efpoufed Iblely with a view of 
preventing the ravage of his country; the cef- 
fions made by Ragobah to the Englifh, (hewed 
him things in a different light ; he had, even 
at the time he joined the confederate army, 
made diftant overtures to him, the retreat of 
Furkia made them ferious and earneft. The 
appearance of fuccefs was totally on this 
fide ; if the reality followed it, all chance of 
his retaining any part of what he now pof- 
feffed, was loft ; he had therefore recourfe to 

F 3 the 
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the mediation of the Englifli, to whom he 
not only confirmed thofe grants which Ra- 
gobah had made in the country under his go- 
vernment, but made further ceflions to tlie 
amount of i 78 ,boo roupies * a year. Through 
this mediation a treaty was made with Ra- 
gobah; Futty Sing fubmitted to pay him 
the ufual tribute, and furnifti him the aid 
claimed by the Durbar of Poonah; and what 
was of moft importance at that time, pro- 
mifed the payment of twenty-fix lacks within 
the fpace of fixty days* Ragobah found 
means to fatisfy Govindrow, and conclud- 
ed this advantageous treaty of peace and al- 
liance in the month of July 1775. 

The profpeft of the affairs of the Com- 
pany had not a lefs favourable appearance at 
fea. In the beginning of the year the Mah- 
ratta officer who commanded at Geriah had 
equipped a fquadron confiderable for that 
country : it confifted of five fhips ; one of 
forty-fix, two of thirty-two, and two of 
twenty-fix guns, befides ten Gallwats, or 
fmaller veflels, alfo armed. Commodore 
John Moore, with the Revenge and the Bom- 

* 17,800 1. at 28. the roupic. 

bay 
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bay grab, coming into thefe feas, immedi- 
ately flood toward this fleet, which bore 
away ; he ordered the grab to chace the ad^- 
mirars (hip, which was that of forty-fix 
guns : the grab engaged her ; this gave time 
for the Commodore to come up before (he 
could run alhore; after an engagement of « 
two hours the Mahratta admiral blew up, 
and was entirely deftroyed ; her commander 
and moft of the crew perilhing. The trade 
along the Malabar coaft was now efFe£tually 
proteiSed. 

The caufe of Ragobah feemed now trium-* 
phant ; befides the acceflion of Futty Sing, 
which enabled him to pay his troops, his 
friend and ally Moodagee Bouncelo now in 
full and undifturbed pofleffion of his domi^ 
nions, was advancing to join him at the 
head of a very refpeftable force, Ilhmael 
Cawn was in march to join him with 4000 
horfe. Appagee Gunnis, who commanded 
at Ahmadabad, entered into treaty to fur- 
render the place to him. The poileffion of 
this fecured him from any enemy to the 
north of Nerbedah. A detachnient was 
actually lent to receive it, 

F 3 Th9 
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The confederates had made great advances 
to the Nizam to engage him to. lend them 
afliftance ; they offered to cede to him the 
important fortrefs of Dowletabad with Bur- 
hampore Affery, and fome diflrifts which 
the Mahrattas had conquered. Though he 
treated their pretenfions, and the infant 
P,aifhwa they had fet up, with the greateft 
contempt, the advantages offered were too 
great to be rejected ; tlie pofleffion of thefe 
ceflions once gained, a dexterous fiding with 
the vi6torious party would confirm it. If 
fortune kept the balance even, whilfl it did 
fo he was fure of the contuiuance of this 
pofleffion ; he therefore entered into .treaty, 
and made a folemn engagement to aflift 
them, and in confequence they evacuated 
Dowletabad, and gave orders to their troops 
to withdraw from the other geded places : 
but now he.faw the time was come when to 
retain thefe he mufl abandori his new allies : 
the Engiilh having efpoufed the caule of Ra- 
gobah, had changed the face of affairs : appli- 
cation was therefore made through the Na^ 
bob of Surat for the Nizam to be admits 
ted into the alliance. He required the con^ 
lirmation of what had been ceded to him, 
■^nd that the Engiilh fliQuld guarantee this 

poffeiiion : 
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pofleffion : in return he offered his whole forcdi, 
confifting of 50,000 horfe, 15,000 fepoys, 
and a train of artillery : at the fame time he fent 
his vaqueel to Ragobah to propofe a general 
accommodation on this plan, that Ragobah 
ihould enjoy all the honours of the Pailhwa- 
Ihip, and fufficient revenues to maintain his 
dignity, that the government (hould be car- 
ried on in -the name of his adopted fon Fur- 
rat Row, that the adminiftration fliould be 
in Marabah Furneze as Duan, and the con- 
federates fully pardoned, and fecured in the 
pofleffion of their effefts, and the ceffions, 
as juft.now mentioned, were to be confirmed 
to him. 

As the caufe of Ragobah advanced, that 
of the confederates declined. Sindia and 
Holcar had deferted them, and the lofs of 
their affiftance was a fatal blow, for on that 
they principally depended; Nanoo Oppah 
governor of Poonah, whofe reputation and 
private character gave their party credit, was 
dead : Morabah Furneze who was one of the 
minifters, and a man of confideration, had 
not from the beginning joined the confede- 
racy, though he had fubmitted to ad under 
the governmeat it had eftabhfhed : and yet, 

F 4 fa 
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fo much were they afraid of his i 
that they kft him unmolefted, 
Bouncelo ^ was no more, and di 
taken from them another very uihfv 
in the perfon of Ruckna ul Dowl 
minifter of the Nizam, to which j 
they attributed his leaving them, and i 
with Ragobah. But the union of th 
lifh was the moft fatal ftrofce ; refill:^ 
this wa5 by moft of the confederacy 
dered as vain in the end, and this di 
deucy, which made each man fbJf citoi 
his own fafety, arid anxious for feciiri 
his perfon gnd wealth, made him fufpi^ 
of his neighbour, and defirous to pre 
him in treating either with Ragobah or 
allies ; add to this, that from the known 
parity of f:he braming, their fucce/s 1 
dreaded, even by their friends; that vice I 
infefted and depreffed their affairs from t 
beginning. The feyeral Mahratta chiefs wJ 
had been drawn to fuppprt tbejr caufe h 
promifes of l^rge fum§, were frpftrated; tb 

* There was a contefl: betwisen Sbabagee and Modh^ 
gee; a* battle enfued ; Jo this Monagee was defe;> ted W 
taken prifoner, and the next morning Shabagee was found 
dead in his bed: Monagee was reftofcd and prpclainicd 
|laja of Berar. 

ppbiic I 
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public treafure leflened by their partial ma- 
nagement, and now exhaufted by what they 
had lent the Nizam, could furniih no more ; 
and though the bramins had great fums of *^ 
their own, their avarice overcame their policy, 
and prevented their facrificing any thing to 
the common caufe; each, when applied to, 
referred to the treafure expeded from the Sir- 
cars, The nature of their troops preventfed 
their being relied on when oppofed to re- 
gulars with a well ferved artillery ; for each 
man had two fears, that for his horfe being 
as ftroug as for himfelf, and as they are con- 
tinually clamorous for their pay or other 
reward of feryice, the greateft advantage may 
often be loft for want of a fufficiency to fa- 
tisfy them. Furkia was ever in dread of 
fome accident of this kind ; he faw the dif- 
fatisfadion among the chiefs, and every mo- 
ment was at the eve of being forfaken, per- 
haps lerzed and delivered up to the enemy. 
This had induced him, even in his flourilh- 
ing ftate, to try diftant overtures for peace ; 
during his, retreat the evil increaied, the 
men who had loft their horfes openly com- 
plained, and demanded their pay of their 
leaders, who in their turn prefled their com- 
pander : tp fatisfy tfieir dejpand was ipa- 

poilible ; 
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poffible; though he had received b 
fifteen lacks of roupies from Poena 
Shroffs refufed to anfwer them. His 
TVas to have marched to the north Avard, 
he would have been at hand to watc 
operations of the allies in the opening- o 
campaign ; but the army refuting to fo 
he had been obliged to change his routes 
inarch to Poonah : his army arnounte 
|)etween twenty and thirty thoyfand h 
and foot. In his way he palled thro 
Holcar's country, who refufed to adva 
any money, and under pretence that ^he de 
of Sujah ul Dowlah * made his prefence i 
ceflTary in his jaghiere he totally and avoi 
edly withdrew his troops. Saccaran^ Bapp( 
and Nan ah Furneze had fent Vaqueels 1 
Bombay to treat of an accommodation : th 
Vaqueels were to treat jointly; one of then 
fell fick on his arrival ; before he recovered, 
the prefident was attacked with iilncfs, and 
it was not thought proper to break through 
the common forms which might have ihewii 
too great an eagernefs, eafily conftnied into 
fear, the idea qf which might have given 

* Sujah ul Dowlah was the Nabob of Qwde, a province 
bordering on the pofleflions of the Company, and Jyiug 
between them and the Mahratta country. 

them 
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tbem a confidence and encouragement to in- 
fift on better terms than what were the ulti- 
mate end of their commiffion ; which, though 
they had not yet declared, were, on good 
ground, fuppofed to be principally fecurity 
for the perfbns and wealth of the confederates, 
and perhaps fome private advantage for their 
immediate employers. 

Thus all tended to the eftablifhment of 
Ragobah, and the reduftion of his enemies : 
this fudden tranfition from a ftate of wretch- 
cdnefs to that of profperity was totally owing 
to the Englifli having avowedly elpoufed hia 
caufe : a relpedl for their power, and a con- 
fidence in their faith, had induced the neigh- 
bour chiefs to follow that party, and make 
them guarantees of the performance of the 
treaties they entered into under their medi- 
ation : the prolperity and honour of the 
Company was fully eftabliftied in the Weft 
as in the Eaft of Indoftan, when the exer- 
tion of the authority placed in the governor 
and council of Bengal, by the a6t of parlia- 
ment p^fled in the year 1773, almoft totally 
ruined the fair edifice fo fortunately hither^ 
to erefted. 

The 
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The news of the treaty with Ra^ 
and of the march in confequence, arri 
Calcutta the latter end of May i 775. 
from meeting with the approbation c 
governor and council there, it %vas con 
ned by all as a meafure impolitic, unjud 
unauthorized ; impolitic, as throwing the 
den of the war on the Company ; unj uft, a 
injury had been received from the Mahj 
ftate ; and unauthorized, as the aft of 
liament vefted in the Supreme Council 
authority of treating with the powers of 
doftan. The * manner of carrying on 
war in confequence of the treaty was no J 
reprobated than the treaty itfelf. Sendi 
the Company's troops at fuch a diftance frc 
Bombay was called a ralh ftep, which migi 
be attended with f^tal confequences. TJ 
governor general, in his minute of the 51 
May 1775, painted thefe fuppofed evils in 
very ftrong light, though at the fame time hi 
preiented many difficulties attending the exe^ 
cution of any orders they might give in con* 
fcquence of this reprobation ; and therefore 
profeffed that he was much enibarrafled in 
his choice of what meafures njight h^ ^loH 
proper to betaken. That as things qouldnot- 
be replaced as they originally flood, (o the 

diftance 
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dlftance they were at prevented them from 
knowing the exa£t fituation of them at that 
time ; that it might be fuch that the with- 
drawing our troops from Ragobah might be 
attended with many difficulties, perhaps dan- 
gers. He therefore propofed that the prefi- 
dent and council of Bombay fhould be en- 
joined to cancel the treaty with Ragobah, 
and withdraw the detachment within th« 
lines of the Englifh pofleffions, unlefs it 
fliould appear, in the firft place, that they 
had obtained fome confiderable advantage ; 
or, fecondly, that it ihould be dangerous to 
recall the detachment; or, thirdly, that a 
negociation fhould have taken place between 
Ragobah and his opponents. 

Mr. Barwell concurred with the governor 
general in the exception propofed, and voted 
againfl the recall of the army ; but General 
Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis 
were totally againft any exceptions whatfb* 
ever ; and it was voted by that majority, that 
the treaty fhould be cancelled, and the troops 
abfolutely recalled. It was determined to 
enter into a direft negotiation with the party 
atPoonah, and to fend Colonel Upton to 
treat with them in the name of the Supreme 

Council : 
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Council : the purport ef the inftmdiotis to 
be given to him was, in the firft place , to 
exprefs a regret for the hoftile meafures ad'* 
opted by the council of Bombay in concur- 
rence with Ragobah, the Supreme Council's 
difapprobation of that treaty, their defire 
of re-eflablifhing a iincere and lafting peace, 
to excufe the feizure of Salcet as a meaiure 
only to prevent its falling into the hands of 
the Portugueze, and to ailedge the impofli- 
bility of reftoring it without the permifGon 
of the Directors, to inform them of the or- 
ders given for the withdrawing our troops 
from Ragobah, and to endeavour to include 
him in the treaty. 

In the mean time letters were written to 
Saccaram Bappoo at Poonah, announcing the 
departure of Colonel Upton, expreffing a dif- 
approbation of the meafures purfued by the 
council of Bombay, and informing them of 
the orders given in confequence. Saccaram 
was an extraordinary perfon ; he had rifeii 
from an original ftate of poverty, which pre* 
vented the firft rudiments of education, by 
a natural addrefs which fupplied that want, 
he had by degrees advanced his fortune fo 
as to attain the principal offices of the ftate, 

his 
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his experience feconded his talents, but not 
knowing how t^ write or read he was obliged 
to make ule of and truft others. His prin- 
cipal confidant was a bramin called Lalar, 
who had been governor of Concan, a province 
including Salcet and Baflein, and had realbn 
if that party prevailed, to hope a return to 
that government. Saccaram knew the true 
interefts of the Mahratta ftate, and therefore 
was naturally averfe to any ceflions of terri- 
tory, and every meafure which could tend 
to give power and ftrength to the Englifh ; 
this inclination muft have been greatly 
ftreugthened by the reprefentation of Lalar, 
who, by the ceffions propofed, would be fo 
great a lofer; this letter was therefore too 
favourable to their views, not to produce 
great effeds. The firft was, frefli inftruc- 
tions immediately fent to their Vaqueels at 
Bombay, which arrived before they had de- 
clared in form the purport of their miffion : 
this now appeared very different from the 
humility which accompanied their firft ap- 
plication :.' they demanded that the perfon 
of Ragobah Ihould be delivered up to them ; 
the reftoration of Salcet, and other acquifi- 
tions which vvere then in*a6tual pofleffion of 
the Englifh ; and the relinquilhing all thought 

of 
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of Baflein, in return for which they conde* 
fcended to defray the charge^ and expence hi- 
therto incurred : yet at- this very time^ in all 
re(pe£ts, other than the change likely to hap- 
pen by the refoiution of the Bengal council^ 
the affairs of the confederates were in a iitu- 
ation almoft defperate ; Morabah Furneze 
had fent a trufty perfon to Ragobah with af- 
furance, that he and four of the moft power- 
ful men at Poonah were ftrongly attached td 
his interefts ; and information that Furkia 
was at Aurengabad, having fearce 5060 men 
under his command; that the whole force 
of the confederates did not exceed 1 2,000, 
a£id thofe not ealily aflembled, or worthy of 
dependance on them ; that Saccaram and Na- 
nah Furneze had fecured themfelves in Po- 
rounder fort, fearing to go from it; that*Mo- 
rabah himfelf was aftually collefting a force 
from the troops lately paid off by the confe- 
derates, which he doubted not, by the time 
the allies could afcend the Gauts *, would 
amount to 10,000 horfe, with which he 
would join Ragobah, and carry him without 
bloodflied to Poonah. At the fetoe time the 
news from the foutheru parts were equally 

* Gauts, Goats, or Gaitcs, arc paflcs through the 
mouDtains. 
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favourable : Beefi Sing, the Raja of Marwar, 
fent his Vaqueel with informatioi>j, that he 
was on his mareh to jcrin him, that he wa?^ 
within forty-five cofs of Aurengahad, and that 
his force confided of 10,000 men. 

The council at Bombay were ftruck with 
amazemement at the refolutions of the Su- 
preme Council, and the celerity with which 
they adted in confequence. They deputed 
Mr. William Taylor, one of their body, to 
Calcutta, to reprefent the motives which had 
induced them to aft; the conlequences of 
what they had done ; the happy fituation of 
the affairs of the party they had efpoufed ; 
the benefits that would refult to the Com- 
pany from the ceffions ftipulated by their 
treaty with Ragobah ; the danger of reducing 
him to defpair, by abandoning his caufe; the 
difgrace that would attend a breach of a 
treaty fb folemnly made ; and the neceflity 
they were under to make it, if they would 
obey the orders of the Diredlors to omit no 
occafion that fhould offer of getting Salcet 
and Baflein into pofleflion. 

Mr. Taylor arrived in the beginning of^ 
Oftober 1775^ and, on the jH^h, prefented a 

G memorial 



pS AN ACCOUNT 

memorial to the Governor and Council, re- 
prefenting thefe feveral matters, and proving 
the fatal conle<i[uences of fending any perfon 
diredly from Calcutta to Poonah. 



After defending the meafures of the Bora- 
bay council, by Ihewing the advantage ac- 
cruing from this treaty, and the necefltty of 
afting in conformity to the orders of the 
Dired:ors, the danger attending the alteration 
of meafures, and forfaking Ragobah, from 
the circumftances of the neighbouring princes; 
the difgrace neceffarily following the breach 
of a treaty, which, though perhaps refcind- 
able by the Supreme Council, if the fettle- 
ment by the late a<51: of parliament was fucli 
as to invalidate in every cafe, the z&s of 
fubordinate prelidencies when not confirmed 
by that council ; yet as to the powers with 
whom it was made, unacquainted with 
thefe new arrangements^ and confident that 
when they treated with the Bombay coun- 
cil, they treated wjth the Company, muft 
be looke;d on by them as having force, and 
not to be refcinded without a breach ot 
good faith ; the policy of keeping up the 
prefent mode of adminiftration in Poonah 
without running the hazard of .having the 

bramtns difpoffeffed, which might happen it 

by 
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by the deftru^ion of Ragobah that party 
ihould want a chief, and mufl: end in re- 
eftablifhuig the Raja in power, and put an 
end to all diiiention, the coniequences of 
which muft be fatal to the peace of all the 
reft of India. 

That as the letter written to Saccaram was 
worded, ioipljing that the Supreme Council 
were unacquainted with the acknowledge 
ment of Ragobah as Paifliwa previous to the 
treaty, it left it yet in their power to chufe 
what meafures they would take ; he there- 
fore entreated theo^ to warrant and aflift the 
council of Bombay to fulfill their engage- 
ment with the Paifliwa, as the only fafe 
and honourable expedient in this jundure, 
and probably the laft opportunity of attain- 
ing the end propofed by the Direftors, and 
eftablifliing^ the affairs of the Company on a 
firm and folid bafis. But whatever might 
be their ultimate refolve, as to treating at 
Poonah, he moft earneftly recommended that 
the orders for withdrawing the army from 
Ragobah fliould be revoked ; it would have 
at leaft this good effedl, that all parties would 
be kept in fufpence until it fliould be finally 
known, whetker the prefent conteft fliould 
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be decided by treaty or arms ; it would pre- 
vent the bad confequences of a defertion of 
Ragobah, which muft be that of his allies, 
and inevitably of the Englifh ; that what- 
ever judgment might be formed of the origin 
of the meafures, even though the council 
had unneceflarily engaged in a war, yet the 
continuance of it, as things flood, was ne- 
ceflary to the fafety of the Company. If it 
fliould be objefled, that this war was a vio- 
lation of engagements formerly entered into 
with the Mahratta ftate, and of a neutrality 
recommended by the Dire£Jors, the anlwer 
was plain : thefe engagements being with the 
acknowledged chief of that nation and its 
legal reprefentative, could not be a yiolatioa, 
but were in truth a continuation of the old ; 
that on one fide honour, acquifition of re- 
venue, and influence in the firft ftate in 
India, mull: be the confequence of purfuing 
the enterprize ; on the other weaknefs, 
dilgrace, and ruin muft follow the retreat 
of the army before the accommodation 
which fettled the interefts and fecured the 
fafety of the leveral parties (hould have taken 
jplace. Before Mr. Taylor prefented this 
memorial he had conferences with the Go- 
vernor General, and each of tlie members of 

the 
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the council. The Governor, whofe long 
refidence in and experience of the affairs of 
India, made him a more competent judge, 
was foon convinced that the ftep was preci- 
pitate ; Mr. Barwell joined with him. In- 
deed he had from the beginning oppofed the 
withdrawing of the army ; but the three 
members lately arrived from England had 
adopted a principle of peace in all events,, 
and therefore over-ruled every expedient pro- 
pofed by the Governor for complying in fome 
meafure with the reprefentation of Mr.Taylor, 
and fu determined was their refolution, that 
an anfwer was returned to his memorial the 
very day it was prefented. All thefe things 
happened in October 1775*- 

In conlequence of the refolutions taken by 
the Supreme Council, pofitive orders were 
fent to the council of Bombay, that the 
Englifh army (hould immediately with- 
draw within the limits of the Company's 
pofleffions ; that if Ragobah defired a retreat, 
they fliould afford it him ; that until the treaty 

(hould 

* It may be proper to place ia one view the feveral 
places ceded to the Compaay by the treaty betwqea them 
aad Ragobah, with their produce to the Company. 
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{hould be fettled between Colonel Upton and 
the government at Poonah, they ihould re- 
tain the pofleiiion of Broach , Coriab, Chicke- 

Salcet, Caragaby Elephanta, Hog Iflaody Rs. 

and Canary produce a year "^ 350,000 

BafTein, with its depeadencies^ — 400,000 

Orpad — — -.• -p— 350,000 

Jatnbofier — ' — — 400,000 

The Gwicawars Share of Broach 350,000 

To be paid aDnually from Occlafier 7 5,000 

Total Roupies 1,925,000 
Which, at zs. the ronpie, is L. 1921500 

and at 2s.3d. the commoD 

exchange, is L. 2 1 6,562 

Picfented to the Company — — — 

iince the treaty by Rago- 

bah, and Fatty Sing oa 

the conclufioa of their 

treaty, Rs. 

Coriab, near Broach,. 5o»ooo 

Chickely, pear Sqrat, 100,000 

Vcriow, near Surat, 28,000 

Ahmood, adjoining Broach, 150,000 



^p 



328,000 



Total ceded fpr ever 2,253,000 



mm 



Remaining fecurily for the *> L. 225,300 at as. 

payment of the fubfidy 3 or L* J?53>442 at 2s.3d. 

Remainder of the revenue Rs. 

of Occlafier i lo^oqo 

Hanfoot -^ — 127,000 

Verfaw — _ -p— 100,000 



Total fecurity 337^000 

■ 1 ' " ■ ■ ■ " "■ I 
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ley, and Verfaw, but carefully avoid all ho- 
ftilities with the Mahratta army. Colonel 
Upton was to perform his journey to Poonah 
by land. Though this was to take up a 
great length of time, no inconvenience was 
forefeen, as it was fuppofed that, upon a cef- 
fation of arms, every thing would remcjih 
quiet and in the fame ilate, and thatpaflports, 
as well as conveniencies of travelhng, would 
be procured for him during his whole route 
by the provilion of the Poonah gover/iment. 
The Colonel fet out on the loth of July 
1775, with a proper accompaniment, hav- 
ing with him Captain Allen Macpherfon, Sir 
James Paterfon, Dr. Sutton Banks ^ phyfi- 
cian, and Captain Benjamin Wroe : and on 
the 24th of September had proceeded as far 
as Benares : he there received letters , from 
Saccaram, the contents whereof gave him 
no great encouragement ; and whofe ftyle 
was fuch, that he complained of it to the 
Supreme Council, who thereupon wrote to 
Saccaram ; and at the fame time to the co- 
lonel, that he fhould take advantage of the 
fituation of the army under Colonel Keating, 
by telling the Poonah minifters, that it now re- 
mained inadive near Surat, but that it fhould 
aft according to their behaviour ; if they made 

G 4 any 
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any motion with their troops, that army 
ihould likewife move, and the Supreme 
Council would not think themfelves bound 
tp keep terms of amity with them : that as 
the Council meant to aft with good faith, 
they expe£led the fame treatment in every 
inftanqe. 

The earneftnefs of the Englifli for peace 
had appeared plainly in the beginning ; for 
the ceffation of arms had been publifhed, and 
taken place in the month of Auguft ; and 
qow, notwithftanding the prefling inftances of 
Ragobah, that the army fhould not yet with- 
draw from him, as it would produce fuch a 
coldnefs amongft all his friends, w^ho would 
give up his caufe as loft and himfelf as 
ruined that he Ihould be immediately aban* 
doned by them, the army, on the 20th of 
Oftober i 775, began its march fromDubbay 
|:o retire into the Pergunnah of Surat ; and 
on the 13th of November were within fix- 
• teen cofs of that city. Ragobah dared not 
remain without their protetlion, and there- 
fore with his troops followed their march ; 
with hope, that from the reprefentation^ 
made at Calcutta, the Council might he pt 
induced to favour his caufe^ 

The 



O F B O M B A y. 105 

The IsTabob of the Carnatic, fearing the 
inroads of the Mahrattas when once they 
fhould enjoy peace at home, defired to have 
a (hare in any treaty which (hould be con- 
cluded by Coloi>el Upton with them ; and 
for that purpofe that, he might fend a Var 
queel to Poonah ; the Council confented 
that Mr. Chambers fhould go from him to 
be affiftant to Colonel Upton in what regarded 
his intereft ; but he was not to treat himlelf 
with the mlnifters, or a£t in any other man- 
ner than through the Colonel, who alone was 
to manage all matter3 with them. Colonel 
Upton in proceeding on his journey did not 
find the efFefts expelled from that readi- 
nels in the Poonah Durbar, which the majo- 
rity of the Supreme Council flattered them- 
felves with. On the 25th November he 
wrote from Bopaul, which is feventy cofs 
from Burhampoor, that he met many obfta- 
cles ; that the country was in arms ; that 
he had yet received no paflport from Poonah ; 
at the fame time the miniftry wrote to the 
Supreme Council, that they had given orders 
for having every thing prepared, fb that Co- 
lonel Upton might have a free paflage ; but 
that they had not then heard of his approach. 
The ftyle of this letter (hewed no pacific in- 
clinations ; they coniplained that the Bombay 

council ; 
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council had not been attentive to the orders 
received from the Supreme Council; thai 
they fufFered the arn>y under Colonel Keating 
to a£t ofFenfively ; they found fault that Engi 
lifh ihips failed from place to place in theii 
dominions, as if there was a full and entire 
peace eftablifhed between the two nations ; 
they threatened to intercept them by means 
of the Mahratta fleet, and to ihut their ports 
againft them, and that if the places which 
had been taken by the Englifli were not 
immediately reftored, they would fet their 
army in motion to recover them. 

The complaint of hoftilities was without 
foundation. Colonel Keating had, on the 
20th of the preceding 0<^ober, begun his 
march toward Surat ; and at the very time 
this letter was written, had already reached 
its neighbourhood. Yet, notwithftanding 
this boafting, the Poonah miniftry were far 
from being in a condition to fupport this ar- 
rogance ; for by Colonel Keating's intelli- 
gence, it appeared that Morabah Furneze * 
had embraced the party of Ragobah, that the 
minifterial army was reduced to 12,000 

* Furneze is a title of honour, it means one in receipt of 
the revenue. 

mei), 
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men, that they themfelves were in fuch ap- 
prehenfion for their fafety, that they had retired 
to the fort of Porounder, and were afraid to 
truft themfelves out of it : and that Rago- 
bah*s partizans in Poonah were increafing. 

Ragobah himfelf required that Colonel 
Upton (hould, in the firft place, procure 
ibme diftrifts to be affigned for the mainte- 
nance of him and his adherents, till the final 
conclufion of the peace : that his pretenfions 
to the Pailhwaftiip (hould be fully difcufled, 
by an examination of every thing relating to 
the birth of the infant pretended to be the fon 
of Naron : that if he fliould prove to be 
really fo, then he fhould, as his relation in- 
titled him, be regent during his minority ; 
and that Mrhen he attained his majority, and 
the regency was at an end, he (hould have a 
penfion lufficient to maintain him according 
to his rank. 

After a tedious and difficult journey Co- 
lonel Upton arrived at Poonah, on the 30th 
of December i 775. Though he was at his 
arrival received with great civility, yet in a 
ihort time he found he had to deal with 
people not only inimical, but uncertain ; in- 

fomuch, 
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fomuch, that in the beginning of February hi 
had no hope of concluding any thing wi^ 
them,^ The detail of what pafled between 
him and them from that time to the conclu- 
fion cannot be interefting. After many en- 
tanglements got over, at laft, on the i ft of 
March 1776, a treaty was figned at Poroun- 
der by Colonel Upton, on the part of the 
Company, and Saccaram Bappoo and Balla- 
gee Pundit, on that of the infant Paifhwa. 
By this it was, in the firfl: place, mentioned, 
that peace between the Company in general, 
and the Bombay council in particular, and 
the infant Pailhwa and his minifters, Sac- 
caram and Ballagee, on the part of the Mah- 
rattas ihould be fully eftablilhed. That this 
peace on each fide fhould be forthwith pro- 
claimed. That the Mahrattas being anxious to 
recover Salcet, would in return give the Com- 
pany a country producing three lacks of rou- 
pies, in the neighbourhood of Broach ; but it 
was to be left to the option of the Supreme 
Council whether or no to accept this equiva- 
lent. The advantages to the Englifh were : 

I ft. All right to the city and pergunnali 
of Broach was to be ceded to the Company 
free from all, demand whatfbever: they were 
to have likewife a country of the yearly pro- 
duce 
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duce of three lacks adjoining to Broach, the 
Bounds whereof fhould be determined by two 
perfons for the Company, and two perfons 
for the Mahrattas : and for the expences of 
the war, the Engl i(h fhould be paid twelve 
lacks ; fix within fix months, and fix within 
two years. 

In return for this, all and every part of 
the Guzurat country which had been ceded 
by Ragobah to the Englifh (that only fettled 
on them by this treaty excepted) was to be 
reflored ; and all the country ceded by Futty 
Sing to the Company was to be given up to 
the Mahrattas, upon their producing proofs 
by the letters and funnuds * of the,. Paifh- 
was, that Futty Sing was not authorized to 
make fuch a ceflion. Beiides^ 

All treaties made by the Bombay council 
with Ragobah were declared to be annulled, as 
was alfo that with Futty Sing. In confequence 
the Englifh troops were immediately to march 
within the limits of their prelidency. Ra- 
gobah was to difband his army, and all his 
adherents but four (who were by name ex- 
cepted) were to have a full and free pardon ; 



^ Sunnud is a grant under feal. 

if 
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if he Tcfofcd to diiband, the £ngii(h Were ta 
give him no affifbnce^ but withdraw from 
him ; and in confideration of hi8 difbanding 
he was to have a train of a thoufand horfe, 
and a proportional number of foot, which 
fliould be paid by the Pootiah government, 
as well as two hundred domeftics ; and he 
was to receive three lacks of roupies a year, 
by monthly payments ; but he was to refide 
at Coopergutige, and not change his residence 
without licence from the Paifliwa* The 
Englifli were not to aid or affift in any man- 
ner, either Ragobah or any perfbn difturb- 
ing the peace of the Mahratta dominions : 
thefe covenants were to be mutual *. 

Thefe are the material articles of this treaty 
which was ratified at Bengal, by the refo- 
lution of the majority ; the prefidency of 
Bombay made vfery levere ftri£lures on it, 
which they forwarded to Bengal. Ragobah 
looked upon it as his ruin ; the fixing of his 

* The advantages to the Company by this treaty were 
in point of revenue as foUoweth ; 

Saket — -^ — 350,000 
City and pergunnah of Broaeh 500,000 
Country adjoining to Bioach 300,000 

1,100^000 L. 110,000 

at 2s. 

refidence 
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refidence at Coopergunge he confidered as 
an imprifctfiment, and the thouiand horie, 
and proportional number of infantry which 
were to be paid by the Poonah govern- 
ment, as a guard fet upon him, either to 
keep him in that prifbn, or deliver him 
to their paymafters; and he declared, that 
it was better for him to try his for- 
tunes with the few friends that might re- 
main firm to him, than fubmit to accept 
fuch terms. He aflerted, that confiding in 
the protefkion of the Engliih nation, he had 
rejefted offers made to him by the Nizam : 
he defired that he might make his appeal to 
that nation, and in the mean time take jQhelter 
in Bombay, that his perfon might be in 
iafety. 

There was fome reafbn for Ragobah to 
have entertained hopes that his condition 
would have been better than it proved in the 
treaty: for not long before the conclufion 
of it Colonel Upton from leveral untoward 
circumftances, fuppoled the negotiation to- 
tally broken off, and had written his opinion 
to the Supreme Council, who, concluding it 
really fo, had in confequence written to 
Bombay^ that $bey might in that cafe be 

prepared. 
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prepared to renew hoflilities, and had dfo 
written to Ragobah, promifing In that event 
an effedlual affiftance to reinftatc him. They 
had befides apphed to feveral other princes, 
flyder, the Nizam, Modagee Bouncelo, Sin- 
dia, and Holcar, to fupport his caufe; if 
they declined this, intreating them to remain 
neuter. At the fame time they had concerted 
meafures with regard to Owde, and ordered 
a brigade to march to the frontiers of Corah, 
neareft to the Pafs of Culpy; but all this was 
put an end to by the figning of the treaty. 

Another accident which happened about that 
time helped to raife his hopes whilft it embar- 
xafled the minifters. There was a peribii ot 
the Paifliwa race, called Subahi, or Subadab, 
the Ion of Chimnagee Oppah and brother of 
(!Padgeero\v, who was reported to have been 
killed in a battle near Panniput in 1761. 
A long time after a man appeared at Poonab, 
who afferted he was that identical Subadah 
or Subahi : he produced many proofs of that 
identity, but the government at that time 
looking upon him as an impoftqr, had con- 
fined him in the fort of RutnahGeriah. This 
man had now efcaped from thence, was 

joined by feveral chiefs with fome troops, 

and 
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and Row Dullop who commanded the Mah- 
ratta fleet, had declared for hun ; he claimed 
to be regent either fingly or jointly with Ra- 
gobah. Thefe circumftances might induce 
Ragobah not yet to dilband his troops ; a 
more Ipecious reafon was given, that he had 
not money to pay them. He followed our 
army with them when they marched from 
Dubbay; and now they had moved to the 
environs of Surat, it was thought neceflary, 
with the troops lately under Colonel Keat- 
ing's command, to reinforce the garrifons of 
Surat and Broach, left fome accident fhould 
happen from fuch a neighbourhood. Whether 
this excited a jealoufy that fomething was 
fcheming between the Englifti and Ragobah, 
or that the minifters were chagrined at not 
having him in their power, they complained 
to Colonel Upton, that the Bombay council 
had not reftored the places which were to be 
ceded by treaty ; that they had fupplied Ra- 
gobah with military ftores : adding, that Hy- 
der had purfued proper meafures in inforcing 
his itreaties by arms ; and that if, in thefe 
particulars, fatisfaftion was not given them 
they would carry fire and fword through all 
the Company's territories. The Bombay 
council denied thefe aflertious ; they fald, 

H that 
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that as to the places ceded, they had fent or-- 
ders to Surat and Broach to have the per- 
gunnahs delivered up upon the appearance of 
perfons properly authorized to receive them ; 
that no fuch had appeared; that remon- 
flrances had been made to Ragobah^ but his 
inability to pay prevented his difbanding his 
forces : that their garriibning Surat and 
Broach was an adl of neceffity, no way in- 
confiftent with peace, fince it prevented ac- 
cidents which might happen from the neigh- 
bourhood of the troops of either party ; that 
they were fo far from plotting to renew the 
war, that when the Nizam had lately of- 
iered his affiftance to Ragobah, if the Englifli 
would engage not to take part with the 
Mahrattas, they had declined giving any 
fuch promife. They on their fide com- 
plained, that no good efFefts had yet ap- 
peared from the treaty, that to the great de- 
triment of the Englifh, no communication 
or intercourfe was yet permitted with the 
Mahratta dominions ; which prohibition was 
fo rigid that no perfons were permitted to 
come from the neighbouring ports to Bom- 
bay, even to fell vegetables or other provi- 
. fions ; that the Mahratta fleet had taken fix 
veflels coming from Goa under Englifli co- 
lours 
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iotirs which had been feparated by a ftorm 
from their convoys and carried them into 
Gheriah ; that they had refufed fending a 
Vaqueel to Bombay to explain the re^fon of 
this behaviour j that it was not poflible to 
execute that part of the treaty which related 
to the country ceded by Futty Sing, he re- 
demanding this from Ragobah, upon this 
ground, that the conditions of the treaty 
with him were not performed ; that he de- 
nied that the Poonah government had any 
right to demand them, or any thing to do 
with thefe revenues, all that related thereto 
having been fully fettled in the year i 7 5 9 ^ 
when a diviiion was made of the Guzurat 
country between Poonah and the Gwica wars. 
Thus each party ftarted difficulties, and the 
treaty remained without any article of it being 
fully carried into execution. A whole year 
was fpent in altercations and mutual com- 
plaints, when the year 1777 opened a new 
icene. 

In the beginning of April a French (hip ar- 
rived at Collaby, a place at the entrance into 
the river of Choul, . which landed feveral 
gentlemen, who fending notice of their arrival 
to Poonah, had not only leave given them to 

H 2 go 
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go thither, but were received in great pomp, 
there being an efcort ordered of twenty-five 
Arab fepoys with an elephant, twenty ca- 
mels, a palanquin, and fome horie. The 
perlbn who appeared to be chief among them 
ftyled himfelf Chevalier de St. Lubin, a man 
already well known in the Englifli fettle- 
ments in India for his intrigues. 

This man, on the 17th of April, was re- 
ceived and had long conferences at Poroun- 
der. Mr. Moftyn who now refided at Poo- 
nah, on behalf of the Englifti remonftrated 
againft his admiffion to the Durbar, but he 
was anfwered that his prefent reception was 
in confequencc of an application made two 
years and a half before, and that matters had 
then fo far advanced, that his reception could 
not be now refufed. The Ihip was brought 
up to Choul, where her loading, confifting 
of artillery, fire-arms, copper, and cloth, was 
landed. St. Lubin affured the Durbar that 
two fliips more would foon arrive, for which 
he demanded permiffion to winter in therr 
harbours. On the 8th of May he had an 
audience of the Paifhwa, in which he pre- 
Icnted credentials from the king of France. 



It 
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It was niuch doubted, not only by the 
Englifh, but by the French refident in In- 
dia, whether St. Lubin had any commiffion 
of the kind he pretended, or was at all ' au- 
thorized : Monf. Belcombe, commandant at 
Poudicherry, refufed to acknowledge him as 
ambaflador, but the French agent at Surat 
anfwered his draughts : the perfons who ac- 
companied him fufpeQ:ed him. The truth, 
from the information of the principal among 
thefe who had fallen out with him, and took 
refuge with Mr, Moftyn the Englifh refident 
at Poonah, appeared to be, that St. Lubin 
had jointly with Monf. Dumas, an officer 
of rank in the Canada army laft war, and 
governor of the Ifle of France, obtained 
Monf. de Sartine's approbation and confent 
to a plan they had formed, which was, that 
St. Lubin (hould embark at Bourdeaux, on 
hoard a (hip called La Paix, as minifter ple- 
nipotentiary in the department of commerce 
to the Mahratta court ; Monf. Dumas was 
to embark at Breft on L'Indien at the head 
of 1500 men, which were to be joined by 
^000 to be (hipped on board La Paix, the 
whole 250Q to be under the command of 
Duma?, who was to have the department of 
war in the expedition, as St. Lubin had of 

H 3 com- 
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commerce, and 500 more were to be landed 
at the Ifle of France by a private merchant 
Ihip, Monf. de Sartine adlually vifited the? 
ports where the Ihips lay. St, Lubin, who 
wanted to be at the head of all, by his pri-^ 
vate infinuations prevailed on him (unknown 
to Dumas, who then thought him gone to 
Lyons to take leave of his friends) to con* 
fent that he fhould fail in a private (hip from 
Bourdeaux, that he might prepare all things 
for the reception of the force which was to 
follow under the command of Dumas ; this 
was to join the Mahrattas, after which they 
were to flrike fome great ftroke. St. Lubin 
had the pov/ers of infinuation to a great 
degree ; plaulible, afluming, and ready of 
fpeech, he gave what he faid an air of truth, 
yet he was fuperficial, and ever ready to 
facrifice truth and every thing to his in- 
tereft, even to the detriment of his own na- 
tion. By his reprefentatipns of the mighty 
advantages that would refult to France in 
general, and in particular to thofe perfons 
who embarked with him, he carried out 
fbme gentlemen from Bourdeaux, who foon 
after their arrival in India, law they were 
the dupes of their credulity, and that things 
jit Popnah were in reality very different from 

what 
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what he had reprefented them to be. Bf the 
iirft packet he fent to France, which was to 
go by Surat, they wrote to their friends 
what they faw : thefe letters he opened, and 
from that time . became their enemy ; and fb 
violent was his perfecution, that he prevailed 
on Nanah to order one of them, Monf. Cor- 
celle, to be put to death, after having him- 
felf attempted to kill him : another perfbn 
was feized by miftake, and would have been 
thrown under an elephant's feet, had not a 
bramln found he was a Dane. The pro- 
tection granted to this Monf. Corcelle and 
Mr. Madget by Mr. Lewis, the then Eng- 
lifti refident, was made a fubjeft of com- 
plaint, in the bickerings which followed. 
For from that time the Englifli refident met 
with a treatment, which fully fhewed the ef- 
fed of St. Lubin*s negotiations and promifes. 

Nanah Furneze, then the a6ling perfbn 
in the Paifhwa's miniftry, entered into con- 
fidence with him on his undertaking to bring 
a confiderable military force to Poonah, 
completely furniflied with artillery and ftores; 
and an alliance was to be concluded between 
France and the Mahratta nation. That his 
promifes might be effeded, Nanah gave him 

H 4 the 
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the free ufe of the port of Choul. At this 
time Saccaram and Nanah were the princi- 
pal minifters at Poonah ; Saccaram was old 
and infirm, and refiding in Porounder, a6led 
moftly in the care of the perfbn of the infant 
Paifliwa. Nanah, about the age of fifty, 
aftive and enterprizing, afpired to the chief 
rule, likely to devolve upon hiip at the death 
of Saccaram, 

From the proteftion he had aflfbrded Mr- 
Bolts before the arrival of St. Lubin, and his 
connexions fince with that minifter, it is 
apparent his difpofitions were not favourable 
to the Englifti. Another perfon, who ipight 
be looked on as a minifter at Poonah, was 
Morabah, nephew of Nanah, a man of 
great influence and ability, and alfo of great 
prudence ; till that time avoiding interfer- 
ence in thofe troubled fcenes ; inclined to 
Ragobah. 

Sindia and Holcar who hold the country 
extending from Guzurat to the banks of the 
Jumma, originally paid a tribute, but in the 
prefent weaknefs of government are grown 
independent. A moiety of Guzurat and Sal- 
cet, Paffein, and the country of Broach, be- 

longed 
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longed to the Paifhwa family ; the Bouncelo 
family poflefs Berar and Nagpoor in perfeft 
fovereignty. 

The intereft of St. Lubin at Poonah was 
an alarming circumftance. It was fo high 
with Nanah, that, in order to prevent any 
opportunity the Englifli refident might have 
of procuring intelligence, he prevailed on 
him to place guards upon his houfe. This 
was not the only infult ; on his complaining 
of this treatment, he was anfwered, that all 
Europeans fliould leave Poonah ; that if the 
Englifh defired to have an agent there, a Car- 
coon (that is an inferior perfon) would an- 
fwer the purpofe, and Nanah exprefsly de- 
fired he would inform the Bombay prefidency 
of this. This meflage was highly refented 
by them, and a difavowal of it infifted on, 
but in vain ; on the contrary, the reftraint 
was increafed. 

pther circumftances concurred to Ihew 
that fbme fchemes'againft the Englifli were 
forming. The French agents and chiefs were 
bufy every where. General Belcombe had a 
fixty-four gun fliip ready, in which he was 
to be carried tp the coaft of Malabar, with 

a com- 
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a company of Europeans, a large fuite, anc 
jfbme arms ; Mahi was the place named, anH 
it was given out he was only going to viiit 
that fettlement ; but the real view was to 
bring to maturity the plans formed between 
St. Lubin and Nanah ; this appeared fully 
hj the proceedings which followed. 

The diftenfions among the minifters at; 
Poonah were now confiderable, Mr. Moftyn, j 
the Englifh refident there, had for fome time 
perceived the feeds of a revolution. On the 
,ioth of December 1777, the council of 
Bombay received advice that Saccaram, Mo- 
rabah, Butchaba a man of confiderable in- 
fluence, together with Holcar, had confe- 
derated to remove Nanah from his employ- 
ment, and reftore Ragobah, provided the 
council of Bombay would join them, and 
with a militarv efcort condu6l him to Poo- 
Ji.ah. That each of thefe chiefs had the com- 
mand of 10,000 horfe, and that Sindia, who 
was then abfent at the diftance of fixty leagues 
from Poonah, was fuppofed to be in the 
lame intereft. At this time Furkia, the 
commander of the Mahratta forces for the 
minifters, was on the borders of the Carna- 
tic, where he had invaded Hyder Ally, who 

iu 
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n two engagements had totally defeated bim> 
\nd Raja Ram, the nominal fovereign of 
he Mahratta empire, died the beginning of 
January^ 

The council of Bombay thought great ad* 
i^antage in the prefent circumftance might be 
reaped from this confederacy ; but as by the 
treaty of Porounder Ragobah was totally ex- 
cluded,it was judged proper that Saccaram,who 
was the principal aftor in that treaty, fhould, 
jointly with the other confederates, fend the 
propofal in writing and under feal ; this done, 
they promifed the concurrence defired. The 
1 2 th of December they advertized the Su^ 
preme Council of the whole matter. The 
governor general looked upon this as a fa*^ 
vourable opportunity of counteradling the 
operations of St. Lubin, and therefore pro- 
pofed upon thofe conditions to authorize the 
Bombay council to conclude fuch an agree- 
ment, and promife them affiftance in men 
and moneys the refolution pafled, and ten 
lacks of roupies in bills were immediately 
forwarded to Bombay; and that council was 
^xprefsly enjoined to adhere to the requifition 
^W Sacqaram and the other perfbns (hould 
I f^n4 the propofal under their leals and figna- 

tures, 
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I 

tures, and by no means to aft, unlels thai 
condition was complied with* This was don^ 

in February 1778. j 

I 

As it was judged that the council of Bomi 
hay were not of ftrength fufEcient fingly to| 
carry fo great a defign into execution, nor to 
withftand the efFeft of St. Lubin's intrigues, 
Ihould they fucceed fo far as to introduce a| 
French army into the Mahratta ftate, it was 
thought prudent to have a force at hand 
ready to aft as occafion ftiould require. The 
country between the Ganges and Bombay 
and Poonah was now well known, and no 
more thought impaffable for an army ; the 
governor general therefore propofed to fend 
a detachment under Colonel Leflie, an of- 
ficer of ability, through the inland country 
towards Bombay, which might be at hand 
to a£l as occafion Ihould require. It con- 
fined of fix battalions of fepoys and one 
company of native artillery, which were 
to be joined by a regiment of cavalry and a 
body of horfe from the province of Owde; 
thefe were all to affemble at Kulpee, near the 
Jumna, and from thence proceed, through 
the countries of Bophdelchunc^ and Berar, to- 
wards Bpmbay^ 

On 
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Colonel Leflie had ferved in die late war 
under General Wolfe, and by his zeal and 
a^ivity had lb far recommended himfelf to 
the favour of that fuperior judge of military 
merit, that he was among the few diftin* 
guifhed friends to wh(Mn the general had by 
his will given honourable tokens of his re- 
gard. This reputation he had fupported ia 
the courfe of his fervice in India, he had 
particularly diftinguiflied himfelf in the Ro- 
hilla war by a judicious attention and unre* 
mitting exertion in the duty of quarter- 
mafter-geiif ral, though part of the time la- 
bouring with the gout. His inftruftions were, 
" To proceed by the moft prafticable route 
to Bombay, or fuch other parts as he (hould 
be dire^ed to by the committee of that pre- 
fidency ; he was to prefer the route through 
the Boondelchund country and province of 
Berar, but ifrefufed by that Rajah, not to 
perfift, but according to his judgment and 
the refult of his enquiries vary his route^ 
making it hh firft care to reconcile the chiefs 
to his paffage through their countries, but at 
all events to profecute his march, from the 
beginning of which he was to obey fuch 
orders from Bombay as were not contrary to 
the tenor of his inftruftions. He Was ad- 
yifed of the feveral letters written to the 

chiefs, 



chiefs, and l^afilficftil^rly ifet E»jah of BeiSif^ 
to procure; ; ga%jC>rft8 . :ap4 /vifplies of provi - 
Qoiis ; ac]^[ IjCj l^as racommebddd 'to htm to 
GjiljtTOte 5 ogGdd 'ui>derftaQ(iiiig with them^ 
particular Jy: tad latter ; he was: authorifcd to 
life every expedient neceflary for the fafety 
and ftijpply . of the detachment without in- 
fringing the peace fubfifting with the Mah-^ 
ratta flate^ and to adhere to the treaty of 
Pprounder:' .the ftrifteft order and difcipline 
was recommended, and every attention to 
prefer ve any poffible imputation of blame ^ 
nor Was he to ?i& offenfively/ even at tlae re- 
quifition of tfie Booibay Council, unlefs they 
ihould declare that there wa3 adtually a war, 
and he wa3 tQ advertife* them as frequently 
as poflible.of.his pmgrefs*'* 

Thefe inftrudiions correlponded with thofe 
given to Mr. Alexander Elliot *> who for 
his talents in negotiation^ was unanimoufly 
chofen ah Ambaflador to the Rajah of Berar^ 
with whom the governor general had long 
■kept a corrcfpondencei 

* Mr. Elliot was brother to the prefent Sir Gilbert Et* 
Hot, and was a young maa of furprizing knowledge, abi- 
lity, and diligence; unfortunately for the Company and 
.his country, fie died before he could execute his com- 
miffion. 
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The revenues of this Raja amount to one 
hundred and fifty lacks yearly, and he is at 
the head of 30,000 horfe. 

Modagee, related by blood to the Rajas of 
Poonah, had been adopted by Sahoo the pre- 
deceflbr of Ram Raja, and looked to the fo^ 
vereignty of the Mahratta ftate at the death 
of Sahoo; but Ballagee, then Paifliwa, de- 
feated this fucceffion, and raifed Ram to the 
throne : Ragogee, the father of Modagec, to 
affert his lbn*s right, marched with a confider- 
able force to Poonah ; but the Paifhwa found 
means to appeafe him by conceffions of great 
value ; the moft confidcrable was the inde- 
pendence of all the Bouncelo pofleffions* In 
the year 1 773 Shabagee, one of the fons of 
Ragogee, being then chief of Berar, had fent 
aVaqueel to Calcutta with an offer of al- 
liance. Mr. Haftings, then prefident of that 
government, propofed conditions fimilar to 
thofe which had been granted to Sujah Dou- 
lah the Nabob of Owde. Shabagee being 
fl^n, this negociation dropped, and the change 
of government at Calcutta, by the forming 
of the Supreme Council, deftroyed the pro- 
oability of renewing it ; yet the Vaqueel was 
^y Mr. Haftings kept fome time in hopes 

that 
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that there yet might ofier an opportunity 
{if doing it with effc<St, but he had lately 
ient him home. Modagee, when fettled, 
fent him back to Calcutta with a tender of a 
friendly alliance; and Mr. Haftings, fore- 
feeing .that the troubles in the Weft of India 
might draw the Englifh to take fome part ia 
them, looked on this as a circumftance which 
might in fome event prove a fortunate connec- 
tion. On the determination offending Colonel 
Ijeflie's detachment, he wrote to Modagee, 
defiring a paffage through his country. The 
anfwer was moft friendly ; he not only con- 
fented, but promifed to fend to the banks of 
the Nerbuddah a quantity of grain and other 
neceffaries for the Englifh army, and a body 
of horfe to efcort them through his territory; 
and added, that he had written letters to Co- 
lonel Leflie to advife him of this. The efcort 
and ftores were accordingly fent. 

The fituation of affairs convinced the go- 
vernor general more and more of the necef- 
fity of having fome relburce to counterba- 
lance this intereft of the French ; it could 
not be doubted but that if matters in Europe 
proceeded to a war, the flames of it muft 
Ipread to India, and the nation which found 

fe 
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itielf ftrongeft and beft prepared would ftrike 
ibme ftrokQ againft the other. Bombay and 
the pofleflions of the Englifli in that quarter 
were the parts mod: liable to an attack ; the 
dired6rs had Warned the Supreme Council of 
this ; every circumftance warranted their con- 
je<3iire, Thefe conjectures were but too well 
founded; and fortunately the governor ge« 
iieral had fomething yet ftronger to decide 
himi Mr. Elliot, in his return from £ng« 
land to India, had pailed through Paris, where 
he had the opportunity of learning the real 
fituation of things from perfbns thoroughly 
inftru£ted ; he was fully informed of thole 
ileps which inevitably muft bring on a war. 
He knew the whole progrefs of them ; this 
he communicated to the governor general, 
who by this means faw his conjectures be- 
come a certainty* 

This made him turn his thoughts flill 
more ftrongly to Berar, and he refblved to 
make an alliance with the Raja Modagee, 
at leaft defenfive ; but which might, accord-^ 
ing to the occafions furnifhed by events, be 
improved to an ofFenfive one* It was for 
this purpoie that Mr. Elliot was choien to 

I go 
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go to the Durbar of Modagee; hi& inftruc- 
tions were to the effeft following^ 

He was to form his judgment on the ac- 
tual flate of that government, the intelligence 
he fhould receive from the neighbouring 
flates, and particularly^ the advices from Bom- 
bay, and regulate his proceedings accord- 
ingly; and as in the feveral matters he 
hiight treat of, ftxne were in their nature 
fuch, that what was ftipulated^ muft be per- 
manent, he was not to. conclude any articles 
concerning thefe without having cdnamuni- 
ciated them to and received the approbation 
of the Supreme Council ; but thofe where 
the provifions wei-e only temporary and re*- 
quired immediate decifion, he might conclude 
without fuch reference; 

That as the primary intention was a per- 
petual defe^ifive alliance, to have mutual in- 
terefts and reciprocal confidence muft ^here- 
fore be the ground- work : on thefe principles 
he (hould ftipulate, 

I. That a mutual friendihip (hould be 
eftablilhed between the two govtrn- 

ments ; 
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iHents ; that the friends of one flipuld 
be the friends of the other, Jtnd the ene- 
mies of one the enemies of the other. 

2i That a certain nunaber of troops (hould 
be kept up within our frontiel: in the 
neareft and moft convenient lituation to 
his dominions ; that a monthly fubiidy 
proportionable to the expence fhould be 
paid by him, — ^This article was to con- 
tain a power to alter the numbers, or 
even decline or withdraw the whole; 

g. T^hat on his p&ft d body of cJavalry 
fhould be kept up for the fervice of the 
governmetit of Bengal, who (hould not 
be thk native njilitia accuftomed to 
plundbr, but regular troops; that the 
pay of thefe fhould be only when em- 
ploye^-^Thls article was not to be in- 
dripeniable. 

Such Wefe his inftruftions as to the ar- 
ticles upon matters permanent in their na- 
ture ; as to others which were temporary and 
reqiair^d decifion and inipniediate VL&mtyi th,e 
grounds on which he was to regulate liis coa- 
du^j were as follow: 

la Tht 
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The refidence of St. Lubin at Poonah, and 
t-he interefl: he had cultivated with the mi- 
nifters, made it likely that fbme ftroke 
might be expefled fiom thence, and as the 
probability was now that war exifted between 
the French ^nd Englifli, Bombay muft have 
been the firft to feel the efFefts of it. De- 
ligns yet greater might be in agitation, and 
an attack upon Bengal from the internal parts 
of India, witK the afliftance of the Mah- 
ratta force, was to be apprehended. The 
Bombay preiidency were authorized to aflift 
in carrying on the plan communicated to 
them in December laft of excluding Nanah 
from the government, and reftoring Rago- 
bah ; the detachment fent under the com- 
mand of Colonel Lefliewas formed to fecond 
thefe endeavours; but the undertaking had 
failed in the principal part; the change 
among the minifters was effefted, but Rago*- 
bah not reftored. Thus deprived of the re- 
fource hoped for in the friendfliip of Ra- 
gobah, arid aiming at obftru6ting the French 
intereft and counteracting their Ichemes, and 
it being dangerous without the fupport of ai 
powerful alliance for the detachment to pro- 
ceed on its firft deftination, it muft have 
been a mpft defirablc thing to have a mutual 

intereft 
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interefl, and to join our forces with thofe of 
Modagee. This was founded on very good 
reafbns ; his dominions lie between thoie of 
the government of Bengal and the country de- 
pendent on the Paifliwa, and border on them 
and the country of the Nizam. There muft 
exift a natural jealoufy between his family 
and the government of Poonah : their ani* 
moiity had been increased by many reciprocal 
afts of violence. Modagee had ftrong pre- 
teniions to the fucceiSon of the Raja Ram : 
he had a natural enemy in the Nizam. The 
iituation of all affairs in thofe parts was there* 
fore in th^ firft place to be learned. 

If the council of Bombay had not entered 
into new engagements with Ragobah or 
with the party governing at Poonah which 
claftied with the following iiiftrudlions, and 
that a French force was at Poonah, or that 
Mr. St. Lubin was ftill there, or that no cir- 
cunaftance offered to contradi£l what was al- 
ready known on that head, a direct uniom 
with Modagee for carrying on a war againd 
the Mahrattas at Poonah, * was to be offered ; 
in all this great difcretion muft be ufed; 
the principal aim being to defeat the French 
combination, to prevent their receiving af- 

I 3 £ilance 
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iiftance in their attack upon Bombay, and tp 
eft^blifti A conneftioa between fhe Englilh 
and the Mahratta ftate, to infure their lup? 
port againft the French, or any other natiou 
Vrith tvhbm the Englifli might be at war. 

The negotiation therefore W8« to be fu? 
fpendcd until through the infprmatipq of the i 
Bombay Council, or of Mr. Moftyn the re^ 
fident at Poonah, the nature of their engage? 
ment? (hould be fully l5:nown j there muft 
be an entire conformity to their meafures ; 
pooffenfive plan wbatlbever muft be adopted 
which could in ^ny manner counteraft them; 
a defenfive one was, and ever to be, the main 
bbjcit. 

The Raja of Berar h a fovereigrx and inr 
dependent power. If the French interell: with 
the Poonah government was diflblved, and 
no hoftiie intention againft the Company fub- 
lifted, the treaty concluded at Porouiuier with 
the Paiftiwa Narrcin remained in full force; 
and no engagement contrary to it p^uft be 
entered into: but this treaty was not contra- 
flifted by a defenfive alliance with Berar, nor 
pyen by an ofFenfive one which regarded other 
povvtrs : aox by the precaution of^a ftatipnary 

forfp 
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force on the frontier. In retuni, Modd|^ee 
might expeft from the Company to be ajP- 
fifted in afferting his right to the Rajafhip, 
and in recovering the places conquered from 
his family by the Nizam ; the latter being 
foreign to our purpofe therefore nothing 
was to be concluded on that head unlefs an 
abiblute neceflity of it was apparent ; and 
then the ftipulation mud have been coiifined 
to the places taken by him iince the d^ath of 
Jannogee. 

If the Nizam had joined the French or 
their allies at Poonah, then the terms pro- 
pofed by Modagee were to be liftened to. If 
the profpciSt in the fucceffion to the Raja- 
fliip was fair and probable, it would be right 
to treat upon that matter ; our end in it 
would be anfwcred hy the excluiion of French 
influence : the pofitive advantage ou his fide 
intitled us to demand fbme return; as the 
full reimburfement of any charges the Com-» 
pany fhould be put to, the confirmation of 
all the ceilions made to the Bombay council 
by Ragobah and Futty Sing, and to the Su- 
preme Council of Bengal by the treaty of 
Forounder ; in theie matters the council of 

I 4 Bombay 
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Bombay muft guide* No territory on thQ 
Bengal iide of Jndift was defired, 

s 

Notice to be fent to the council of Bombay 
and to Colonel l^flie of what fhould be con- 
cluded. 

He was to take fpecial car^ that no part 
{hould be taken in the difturbances annoying 
the Bouncelo family, 

Whatever agreements fhould be entered 
into, were not to be reftrained to the perfbn of 
Modagee, but extend to his fucceflbrs, 

Thefe inftruGions (hew the apptehenfion 
of the danger, and what remedy was conceived 
to be the moft efficacious. There was nq 
neccffity of changing the fituation of the de- 
tachment from the Bengal fide of the Nerr 
budda, or altering its deftination, till the 
ftate of affairs was fully known. It was at 
hand to aft according to the meafures which 
(hould be concerted with Modagee. If the 
firft fchenie failed, it was ready for the ier 
cond ; if they both failed, it was near our 
frontier. When once the news of a war 
with France (hould arrive, it muft decide 
>v)iat meafures were abfolutely necelT^ry. At 

• ■ • 311 
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lall events that influence in the Mahratta ftate 
was to be deftroyed ; for if once St. l^ubia 
could bring troops and ftores to Poonah, what* 
ever party he efpoufed muft command obe- 
dience ; and in that cafe Bombay would not 
be the only object, the province of Owde 
muft be the fcene of ravajge, and probably 
they mijght extend fheir views fo far as to 
<di^ute the pofleffion of Bengal *. 

Small is the dependence which in thofe 
jcafes could be had on Bombay. Some other 
refourpe muft be found: Modagee, by his 

* The follo^riog incid^t {^^w§ how juft were thefe ap« 
prehenfioDs. Mr. Elliot in his joaroey overtook Monf. 
Chevalier, chief of ChanderDagore, at Cuttack on his way 
to Poonah, and prevailed on the Naib to aifift in- feiidng 
him. Among his papers was found a letter from General 
Belcombe, dated Pondicherry, 12 July 1778, relating to 
the fituatton of afiairs between the Englifli and F^nch nt* 
tioDs, to whi^h was this remarkable poAfcript : 

*• It woujcj, be proper for me to apprize the Mahrattas 
** at Cuttack and Berar of the difpofition of the Englifh 
- ' refpeding a war^ which appears to be inevitable ; and 
*^ that 1 fl^ould write to thofe at Poonah, that this is the 
'' moment to unite, in order to cruQi that ambitious na- 
^' tibn, who hatl) already met with confiderable lodes in 
** America, which they feek to repair by fubjefting all the 
■* princes of India." ' 

Other letters intercepted by the Bombay council (hewed 
<he reality qf the French de4gns> and how much they at 
that time exprted their whole powers to bring them to 
paturity. 

(itmationi 
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iituation, bj his interefls^ and by his incli- 
iiatk)iis/wa$ tbe moft probable one. 

The advantages arifing from this ichexne 
muft be great. A body of troops kept oa 
our frontier in the manner propofed, increafes 
our force without any expence to us. The 
Berar cavalry is the beft in India : the fta- 
tion of the troops muA caufe a concourfe of 
people in thole parts, which may bring into 
cultivation that region, now neglected, though 
the ibil is good and capable of fertility, hn 
inland communication with Bombay and Ma- 
dras will be opened, and a barrier will be 
formed on that fide of our poliejSions. 

But a yet greater advantage follows this 
ftation : Nangpoor * is the center of the pen- 
infula; the army may thence convenient- 
ly reach the dominions of the furroundiiig 
princes, and ad either for their defence or to 
their annoyance. They muft behold our 
power and the poffeffions ceded tp us witli 
jealoufy, which our European enemy is 
watchful to improve. The lofs of the norths 
ern circars muft afFe£l the Nizam ; he was 
then in league with the French and the Poo^ 

* The capital of Bcrar. 
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nail mluiftry ; his brother Bazalet Jung, who 
had for his life the pofieflion qf the circar of 
Gontour, between the territory of the Na*- 
bob of Arcot and that of Mazulipatam^ had 
at this hour five hundred French in his ier* 
vlqe, which all the repreientations and en- 
deavours of the council of Madras had proved 
inefTedual to remove from that country* No 
emplacement of our troops could be fo fbjv 
midable to thoie princes as that near Berar. 
The bare infpedtion of the map of India 
ihews the importance of the Situation of that 
province in rt-gard to the three great powers 
Who bound our pofleflions. The prince of 
Berar is our natural ally ; he hath no inter* 
(:ourfe with France : the firft ftep of the Poo- 
nah alliance muft have been an invaiion of 
his territory to force him to lend his affiftance 
tQ their attacjc of QengaL 

Thg trsde of this province is another very 
material article : it produces the beft cotton 
in India, which is fpun into fine thread, and 
exported in that ftate to the dominions of tlie 
Company, The duties are at prefent high ; 
livit even under this dif ad vantage thefe manu-» 
faftures yield the greateft profit of any brought 
froni lodja. The Putch, befides fpices, fend 

great 
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great quantities of copper into Berar ; this 
article may be turned in our favour. The 
climate fbme months in the year is compara* 
tively cold ; this may produce a demand for 
woollens. Many other advantages there may 
be which commerce itfelf will bring forth. 

Another revolution in the Poonah mini- 
ftry demonftrated the afcendency of French 
influence. On the 25thofAuguft letters 
were received at Calcutta from Bombay, men- 
tioning that Nanah had recovered his rank 
and influence^ upon which Morabah had ap- 
plied to them for immediate afiidance to con- 
duft Ragobah to Poonah, fending articles fub- 
fcribed by him and Butchabah; Holcar 
agreeing to this by a leparate paper under his 
hand, tliat they approved of the propolal, 
but had deferred afting in confequence to the 
month of September, that they might in the 
mean time be authorized by the Supreme 
Council, or receive directions from London. 
The anfwer authorized them to proceed, pro*- 
vided what they fhould undertake did not 
endanger their fafety, or prove contrary to 
any engagements which Mr. Elliot might 
have entered into with Modagee. This aa- 
fwer was tranfmitted through him^ who was 

at 



OF BOMBAY. 141 

It the fame t.me to let them know the ftate 
^f the negotiation. Thus by the mutual 
correfpondence which muft arife from the 
obfervation of his inftruftions with regard to 
that prefidency, it was probable that on ei- 
ther fide nothing could be done but what was 
beil adapted to the ilate of afiairs in the Weil 
of India. 



Before the detachment marched the go- 
vernor general, to prevent any danger which 
might happen by Behgal being left open to 
a French invafion, had taken the following 
precautions : a naval force was prepared ; 
two (hips of forty guns eacTi had already 
joined Sir Edward Vernon, and there re- 
mained in the mouth of the Ganges two fri- 
gates and three cruifers, under the command 
of an excellient officer*, which, joined to 
what was already in that r^ion, muft keep off 
any armament of our enemies, and cleanfe 
that fea from pirates which annually infeft it : 
^d a- fupply of troops in the room of that 
detachment was provided* The army was 
augmented with nine battalions of fepoys : 
the companies had before been augmented ta 
eighty rank and file : thefe might upon oc- 

* Captain John RichardfoQ who bad ferved wkb credit 
^ the late war. 

ca/ion 
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cafion be formed into four battalions of ieveri 
hundred nicn each* The artillery x^as aug- 
inented with two companies o^ Etiropeans,- 
and four battalbns of native attiUerj- men ; 
thefe, with ibme addition, are compoied o( 
Lafcars^ who hare now die advantage of diP 
cipline given to their former laborious du- 
ties ; betides this^ the militia^ amounting to 
one thoufand men, was embodied^ This, 
with the alliance at Berar, muft firfficlently 
fecure Bengal by land : and there is no pro- 
bability of fucccfs to an inva£on of it by 
fea ; for the ificonveniencies are too many 
and too confiderable : the ieafon of {etting 
out ; the feafon of arrival ; the number of 
troops neceflary ; the quantity of stores and 
ammunition of ail kinds; the number of 
Ihips of war and tr^mfports j the length of 
fuch an embarrafled voyage ; the chance of 
lofs by iicknefs and death ; on the lainiing 
the want of cattle, artificers, and coolies ; all 
theie militate againO: fuch an undertaking. 
The true way of invading Bengal is through 
the provinces, by alliances with the powers 
of the couutry ; the Mahrattas are the only 
power to ferve this purpofe, and a firm efta- 
bliflied friendfliip with Berar the moft effec-* 
tualy way of preventing the efFeds of fuch an 
alliance. On the other hand, eve/y thing 

calls 
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calls them to Bombay » the ndghbourliood o( 
the Mi^rattas, and the convenience of the 
port of Chouly are advantages not to be met 
with la other parts of India. 

Whilft* ^eie things pafled in Calcutta, 
the proceedings at Bombay were, by the 
fludhiations at Poonah, rendered variable, and 
could not an^er the was^mth vtrith which 
they at firft let ottt. On the 1 9 th of January 
1778, they received advice that an agreement 
had been figned at Foonah between the mi- 
nifters and St, Lubin, by which the French 
were to have RowDmidia or Choul, that they 
might the better carry in their troops^ and 
artillery. Upon this they refolved that no- 
thing but a change in the adminiftration at 
Poonah could fecure the Company from the 
dangers and bad confequences of the alliance 
between the French ami Mahrattas ; aiid that 
there was aa method of averting the evil im- 
pending, bufr^by the Company taking a decifive 
part. They communicated this to the Su- 
preme Council, who approved it ; and re- 
commended, to them to obtain the following 
conditions : 

•!• The pet ikuil fefety^ of Rag^ 

2. That 
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2» That a fpecifit fum be flipulated fof 
the military charges incurred by this 
interpofition. 

3, That Baflein and its diftriifJ: be ceded 
in perpetuity to the Company. 

4* An additional grant of territory adjacent 
toBaHein and Bombay > in exchange for 
Broach, the lands ceded by Futty Singi 
and the Pergunnahs of Hanfood, Afti- 
mood, and Derborah. 

5. That no European fettlement (hall be 
allowed in the Mahratta dominions, 
without the confent of the Supreme 
Council ; but this to be only extended to 
the enemies of Britain. 

6. That a fupply of ten lacks of roupies be 
immediately granted to the preiidency 
of Bombay for the fupport of their en- 
gagements. 

And at the fame time, that they might be 

prepared for all events, re(|ueftcd the preiidency 

of Madras to have two hundred Europeaosi 

half a company of artillery, and a battalion of 

fepoys 
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fepoys ready to mvch tp.Anjengo, thence to 
be tfanfported to Bombay, if required. 

Saccaram was backward in putting hU 
name to this inftrument, though he afted 
privately with the confederates. Morabah 
would have taken the whole upon himfelf, 
and engaged, that if the Englifh and he ufi- 
derftood each other, he would fettle the go- 
vernment in a month's time ; but the Board 
inHfted ; and this kept back the concluiloa 
of a treaty between them* 

The dtipofitions bf the (everal powers of* 
the Mabrattias and their armies in January 
^77^1 werp as follows: Modagee Bouncelo 
was at LacanwadyGaut, thirty cofs eaftward 
of Aurengabad; Holcar was at his own vil- 
lage Banbgam, with 12,000 horfe, and five 
or fix thoufand Praeds *, refufing any corre* 
fpondence with Nanah. Sindia endeavour- 
ing to raife contributions on Janogee Patan- 
cars jaghire, near Rimetpore, had occafioned 
a flcirmifh, in which Janogee was killed. 
Furkia had been again defeated by Hyder^ 
and retreated* to Panchmach, a place belong- • 
ing to the Nizam, on the north bank of the 
Kriftna, in hopes of receiving affiftance from 

* Foot foldiers aod dingers. 

• K Downfa, 
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Downla, one of Nizam's generals, Who tvaS 
encamped about tWelve cofs from him. Hy- 
der Ally, In purfuit of • bim had croffed to 
the north of Jongebodra. The Nizam, though 
ftrongly Iblicxted to join the Poonah force 
again'fthim, refufed, unlefs the fbrtS (Jf Aihiir 
and Armadanagur, formerly promifed,* were 
delivered to him. Furkia Was loon after yet 
more unfortunate ; for Badgee Punt feurwa, 
Joined by fever ail other Mahratta chiefs, at- 
tacked and routed his army, taking three 
elephants, his cannon, and plundering his 
JBuzar*, hp efcaping only with five hundred 
hofle.. Irhefe difiereht events, and particu- 
larly the laft, were fatal to Naiiah : his re- 
iTource was to go to Porounder, in hopes, by 
the means of Saccar^m, to perfuade ^indla 
to go to the afliftance of Futkla; who, far 
from receiving affiftance from Diownfa, had 
heen by him defired to remove, from f anch- 
mach^ and had retreated to Serapore twenty 
cofs north of Kriftna: his ' fcatteffe'd army 
there joined hito, and he fooii again ap- 
proached to Downfa, Hill retainirlg hopes of 
i^ffiftance, notwithftanding his inclinations 
muft have been againft him, as he had a 

daughter contrafted to Tippoo Bahed the foil 

- '. • * 

* Buzar or Bazar> a market. 

of 



OP ,B O M B AY. t47 

©f Hydcr *. But thefe hopes were kept up 
by his knowing that a Vaqueel from the Ni- 
zam had been fent to Poonah. The refult 
of Nanah's conference with Saccaram .was 
a refolution to endeavour by all means to 
procure the affiilance of Holcar and Sindia 
to Furkia, and to fend him mou6y and 
3000 men* Shortly after^ in the month of 
March, he was again furprized, and hi* 
whole force was reduced to 3000, with 
whom he retreated along the Kriftna towards 
Meritz. 

Thus the whole of the,Mahratta ftat^ was a 
fcene of confufion : each chief folely intent 
upon his private concerns, watching to iad-^ 
vance his own interefts as occafion (hould 
offer, aud all in continual . diftruft of. each 
other, TTlirough all .this chaos the party 
againft Nanaji continwiid : JtJjeir; fchenie of 
changing ; the government, and tlieir inter- 
coutfe with Mr. Moftyn ; but Saccaram ftill 
delayed his. fignature t6 the requeft of affift- 
ance from Bombay. At laft Mr. Moftyn 
was aflUred by th? confederates, that on the 

* Whether this alliance or other caufes made him the 
objcft pf the Nizam's fuplcions> 1^ was wlchin a fliort 
time after takea off 

K 2 22d 
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2 2d of March Morabah, Butchabra, and Hol- 
car would move, that in five' or fix days 
they would appear on Porounder plain with 
25,000 men; that Saccarara waited for that 
event fully to declare himfelf, and would 
give Mr. Moftyn entire fatisfacStion ; that 
they fhould feize and imprifon Nanah ; that 
Morabah would write to the prefident, and 
Slfo to Ragobahy which letters (hoiild be ac- 
companied with the Bui Bundar, .which is 
an oath of fidelity; that Holcar would alio 
write to Ragobah. 

On the 26th about noon Morabah and 
forne other chiefs encaimped on the oppofite 
fide of the river with 10,600 horfe. A de- 
tachment of fifty horfe entered Poonali, 
twenty-five of which inarched to the palace, 
the others patrolled* the ftreets, direfting the 
inhabitants in Ragobah's name, to keep quiet- 
ly to their occupations, and promifing fafety 
for peribn and effefts to thofe who fhould do 
fo. An hour after Morabah arrived and went 
dlfeOly to the palace, where, paying his re- 
f^&s to Perwetty Bah *, he received from 

her 

■* Perwetty Bah was the wife of Subadah, who had 

bees poD&icd with the widow of Naron in the fort of Po- 
rounder, 
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her the (irpaw of Duan *, he began by 
placing his own people in the room of thofe 
who were the guard, whom he difmifled ; 
the houfe of the Duan who had been ap- 
pohited by Nanah had fome of thofe new 
guards placed upon it. He then publickly 
received the compliments due to his ftation, 
after which he returned to his tents on the 
other fide of the river, where he was to meet 
Holcar, who had advanced to the diftance 
of three cofs ; Saccaram lay diftant about fix 
cofs. They were all to join in the morn- 
ing, when their whole force would amount 
to 30,000, and march to Porounder, whence 
they were to fend a perfbn of confequence to 
Bombay, who fhould attend Ragobah to 
Poonah. On the 30th of March' an agent 
arrived at Bombay, fent by them, who in 
their name defired that no time fhould be 
lofl in fending Ragobah to Poonah ; but no 
particular propofals were mentioned. The 
Bombay council, in fb turbid' an appearance, 
could not determine what direction to give 
minifler at Poonah ; they left his coridufl: there 

rounder, and after the death of Naron's widow, bad the 
care of the infant Paifhwa. It is not eafy to conceLve bow 
file came to be fo intrufted. 
^ Duan is treafurer^ and principal mininer. 

K q ta 
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to his own difcretibn, and his regard for the 
interefts of tlie Company : but at the fame 
time that they might be ready to profit by 
any events favorable, and which led to de- 
cifion, they determined to prepare three hun- 
dred Englifli infantry, two companies of ar- 
tillery lafcars, with a fuitable field train. 
Colonel Egertbn was to command this body, 
next in command to him was Colonel Cock- 
burn* 

The alpe<3: of affairs at Poonah now pro- 
mifed the eftablilhment of Ragobah. On the 
2 8 t!h of March Nanah was at the foot of the 
hill of Porounder with 5000 men. All his 
endeavours to cncreafe this force were vain; 
he was therefore compelled to fubmit to ac- 
cept conditions from the party of Saccaram 
and Morabah ; he agreed to accept an infe- 
rior office, Saccaram and Morabah were to 
be guarantees for his life and treafures. Ifl 
this agreement no mention was made of Ra- 
gobah. The effeft of this union was that 
Nanah's political fyftem gained ground : Mr. 
Moftyil found that Morabah was not willing 
to abandon Baflein ; and he wrote to the 
council, that Ragobah muft not depend on 
a force to receive him there, that it could 

be 
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be h^d only irom Bombay, and fhould con- 
jGft of at leaft two battalions, with a fuitable 
train of artillery* 

Ragobahy on the other hand, giving full 
fcope to his hopes, aixd (hutting his eyes to 
all difficulties, was extremely preffing for 
his departure. The council remonftrated 
againft this impatience, iufifting that it was 
not proper to move, until a regular invi- 
tation, fuch as had at firft been promifed, 
Ihould have come from Poon^. To this he 
anfwered, that his appearance would bring 
matters to a conclufion ; that for want of it 
his partifans would imagine that the Englifh 
were backv^rd in his caufe, which muft di- 
ipirit them, and might tempt them to make 
terms with his enemies ; that this was a 
crilis not tp be negleiled ; that, added to 
fome force which he had at Culwa oppofite 
Tanna, the troops that could be furniflied 
from Bombay were fully fufficient to com- 
plete his re-eftabli{hment. He aflented to 
confirm the treaty of Surat, and exprefltd 
Ws wiihes to enter into an alliance offenfive 
^d defeniive, which (hould be bound by the 
ftrongeft ties ; he promifed to grant Pergun- 
Rahs contiguous to Bombay, for a fccurity of 

K 4 pay- 
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payment of the troops. At the lame time 
he defired that the Britifh commander fhould 
have orders from the council not to inter- 
meddle with his government; and he inti- 
mated that all the grants of territory yielded 
by his enemies to the Nizam and other pow- 
ers (bouid be refumed* 

The Mahratta chiefs flill continued in 
their encampments. Mr. Moftyn, on the 
I oth of April was requefted by a particular 
letter from the Durbar, fealed with the great 
leal, to go to that near Currich, where he was 
met by Morabah, who told him that Gopal 
Naique Tumbackar (who was the brother of 
Butchaba) was to be fent immediately to 
Poonah, and requefted him to meet thenrx 
at Nanah's camp near Porounder hill, where 
they were then going He acquiefced, and 
was received with due ceremony, and marks 
of regard in a public tent, and introduced to 
the Durbar, where were prefent Saccaram, 
Morabah, Nanahj Butchaba, and feveral 
other chiefs, particularly Gopal Naigue Tum- 
backef. Great civilities were (hewn him ; 
but a final lettlement with the Company was 
put off to Ragobah's arrival. Saccaram re-r 
jjuefted that Mr. Moftyn would accompany 
' ' -th? 
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the petibn they were to fend to Bombay; 
and upon his enquiring iiito the flate of the 
French alliance, he was anfwered, that they 
had then under confideration the immediate 
difiniffion of St. Lubin. The next day Turn- 
backer told him that on the morrow he was 
to let out ; that a Durbar would be held for 
that purpofe ; that after calling at Poonah,, 
he would proceed to Tanna. On the 1 6th 
Mr. Moftyn had another conference with the 
chiefs, who requefted that he would aflure 
Ragobah of their good intentions, and that 
they intreated him not to be induced by any 
reports to believe the contrary. Mr. Moftyn 
then took leave of Morabah. Notwithftand- 
ing thofe fair appearances things were far 
from being in a proijp^rous way : unaccount- 
able remoras to Tumbackers journey appeared 
from day to day upon frivolous pretences, the 
principal of which were that fome parti- 
cular flipulations were to be made with Ro- 
gobah, and fbme obje6tioAs that he made to 
the perfbn of Tumbacker, whom he exprefsly 
deiired not to be fent on this deputation to 
him, were to be anfwered and got over. 
Neither did matters go on fmoothly at Bom* 
bay: that council had received notice from 
Ben^l of the intended march of the detach- 

menTf 
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majority of them cpnceived that things at 
Poonah wore fo favourable an afpe<3:, that 
.with their own force, without any affiftance, 
they would be able to bring matters to a fa- 
vourable conclufion ; and therefore that there 
was no occafion for the Bengal detachment. 
Upon this they refolved to write to the com- 
mander not to proceed in his march, but re- 
main with his detachment at Ciilpee. The 
reafcns they gave were, that the difficulties 
to be encountered in the country which lay 
between Culpce md Bombay were unfur- 
jnouiitable, and therefore the march imprac- 
ticable, and expoiing the Company's troops 
without neceffitj : that it was not poflible to 
procure for them either pafles or provifions ; 
that the apprehenfions exprefled by the Su- 
preme Council of a war with France, and of 
attacks upon Bombay were not grounded ; 
and therefore the expeuce occafioned by fuch 
an undertaking was not warrantable, MeflT. 
Draper and Stackhoufe diflented from this 
jrefohition ; they were of opinion the fituation 
pf the pre^dency was not altered either in 
refpcft.pf the Fi^ench or the.Mahrattas ; that 
^4aras well known :th€ French had.defigns 
^igainJft ChouJl. Tko event .has fhewn hov(r 

Ul- 
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ill-founded was the reafbning of the majority 
on every point. Perhaps there were other 
motives which occafioned this refblve, Th« 
detachment 9 had it reached Bombay, would 
have had the honour of all the advantages 
which were infured by the jundion of the 
forces : this has fo often influenced chiefs 
and commanders in all ages, that attributing 
it to the majority of this council cannot be 
judging harfhly. Notwlthftanding tjie op* 
pofition of Mr. Draper and Mr. Stackhoufe, 
on the 2 2d of April, the council wrote to 
the commander of the detachment, defiring 
he would ftop at Culpee, and not proceed 
till he ihould hear further from them. Ra- 
gobah's impatience, which daily increafed, 
made him look over all difficulties ; he preflcd 
more and more the departure of tl^ troops^ 
and his own : he repeated, the detail of ad- 
vantages that would immediately follow the 
open and avowed declaration of the Englift, 
that they fupported his caufe. He defired to 
direft his march by CalUan, where he af- 
firmed that Vifiagee Punt, a confiddrablc 
chief, was upon his appearance ready to de* 
clare for him, and join his ftandard. He of- 
fered to put the Company into the immiediate 
pofleflion of Baflein, and defired a ftate of hi» 

account. 
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account, and the produce of the Pergunnahs 
to be affigned to the Company for the pay- 
ment of their troops. But his affairs at Poo- 
nah were far from the (ituation the apparent 
zeal of Morabah and Saccaram had repre^ 
iented. 

The Poonah Durbar were very uneafy at the 
march of the detachment from Bengal. The 
realbn given for it to them both from the 
Supreme Council and Bombay, having been 
the danger that muil accrue to the Englifh 
fettlement from the French being in poflef- 
fion of Choul, they delired to know if St. 
Lubin's immediate difmiffion would fatisfy 
the council, fb far as to induce them to ftop 
its march ; they made excufes for his having 
been permitted to remain there fo long ; al* 
lowing that fbme promiies had been made, 
they afferted that it was done only with a 
defign to amufe him ; they repeated their 
former realbns for the delay of Tumbacker j 
but, upon the whole, they evaded granting 
the duftucks or paffports for facilitating that 
march through the Mahratta territories* 

The Bombay council on the 1 5th of May 
fent their orders to Mr. Moftyn to fpeak pe* 

remptorily 
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remptorily to the Poonah Durbar, that they 
(hould declare whetlier they coiifidcred the 
treaty of Porounder as fubfifting, and -the 
Mahratta fbta to be bound by it ; to demand, 
agreeably to that treaty, the pofleffion of a 
country produchig three lacks near Broach ; 
to infift upon the countries ceded by Futty 
Sing as they had not produced the proofs 
required by the treaty ; to demand an ex- 
plicit declaration concerning their engage- 
ments with the French ; aiid to require an 
anfwer in fourteen days ; telling them pofi- 
lively that a further delay or evaiion would be 
conftrued into a refufal, and that the council 
(hould aft in confequence. 

At the fame time they took off the re- 
ftraint they had laid on the march of the de- 
tachment, and direfted the commander to 
advance toward the coaft. The reafon they 
gave for their change pf opinion was the 
continuation of the French refident at Poo- 
nah *, and the apparent bad diipofition of the 
Durbar to the Englifti. 

Mqrabah 



^ Advices were received at Bombay that General Bel- 
combe, commander at Pondicherry, had come to Mafae in 
afixty gun ihip; the couocil jodging this to be theeflfeA 

of 
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Morabah had a meeting with St. Lubini 
at which he told him that the Engliih jea- 
loufy made it necefiary, he (hould abfent 
hindfelf for a tiii^^ but it fhould not alter 
the &iendfhip of the Mahratta nation to tht 
-French. 

St. Lubin had undertaken to Morabah to 
bring to Poonah 2000 Europeans -within fif* 
teen months, or at kaft before the detach- 
ment from Calcutta could arrive at its defti- 
natiou;. The Poonah Durbar wrote at the 
iatne time to the Supreme Council to ddiie 
they would recal the detachment, upon this 
ground, that they were complying with the 

of: St. Luto's iotrigues, tnd fearing, the conlequeiuSes n-- 
quefl-ed Sir Edward Vernon to defer his departure, who 
promircd to employ his frigates in fearching the whole' 
coaft, but added that he could not lofe any time^ .but 
muft proceed to Madras. General |3eIcombe*s deftination 
was faid to be Surat, where he was to ftay during the 
lains; he dM arrive at Tlllichery on the 3d of April 17^3, 
ia the BrilUaut, a (h^p 9f iixty-four guns, aud brought thr^ 
hundred Europeans, who landed at Mahe. He gotipof^ 
ieffion of a fmall fort by the ceffion of the prince of Cher- 
rica, who had orders for that purpofe fi-ona/Hjder.A(ly, 
whofe vaflFdl he was. This pofTellion was of confequence, 
as it commanded the approaches to Fort St. George upon 
Green Hill which is the key to Mahe. Monf. Bellcombe 
was to 4eaire Mabe the ^6th of J^pnl,„2Lwi xctxxru to 
Pondicherry. It was a^roied the BriUi9«rt: ia^oygbt . two 
hiKidred fol4icr$ from Msiugaboi^e.. 

treaty 



OF BOMB AY. ts^ 

treaty of Porounder, ^ that they fincerely in- 
tended bringing Ragobah to Poonah ; that it 
was delayed only as it was neceflary that 
Furkiay who was advancing with a large 
force, Ihould be confulted;. that Monf. St. 
Lubiii V¥'as difpatched ; that his fliip had 
brought nothing but merchandize : and that 
they meant in all things peace and anuty 
with the Englifli. > 

f* ) - ' ' • * 

111 truth Marabah had ui^ed St. Liubin to 
depart, diatihe might fooiier bring the troops 
promifed, but he ftill remained at Poonah, 
feying he would fend letters which would 
bring them as foon as he could do, if he in 
perfon iWeut for them. The: Durbar at thp 
fame time wrote to Modagee Bouncdoj de» 
firing that he wouldy if poffihle, by fakr 
means perfuade the commander of the d^tacht 
ment to return, arid if he could hot fucceeid 
by feir means to do it by force* . 

St, Lubin had, in the month of March 
preceding, written to the captain general at 
Goa for leave for two French rcgimients to 
pafs through the Portuguese territories, and 
to the-govenidr bf Damaun for a perrhiiikHi 
for the French to ufe diat port; both thefe 

requefts 
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iffequefts were with grtat civility rcfufed, a^ 
they might tend to a mifunderiftanding be- 
tween the two crowns of Great Britain and 
Portugal, who were in ftrid alliance and 
friendihip ; but liberty was granted for their 
ihips to refreih in the Portugueze harbours, for 
which purpofe they ihould be allowed fifteen 
days; Bt. Lubin in anfwer endeavoured to 
reconcile him to his requeft, and added, that 
though to yield to the Englifh jealoufy, he 
was obliged to leavre Poonah, he ihoiild not da 
{o without having.fuUy ef}e£):ed his biifinefs. 

It was evident that the Durbar were feek- 
ing delays, that the rains might come on 
before any thing was concluded. : If they 
co^ld retard tl^t march of the detadiment 
trntil that tim^ they reckoned the rains would 
then ftop their progrefs, and during that, in- 
terval the force might arrive which -had been 
promifed by St. Lubin, who, uotwithftanding 
the promife of Morabah, remained at Poo- 
hah. Hence frefh occafions of delays were 
found on each application of Mr. Moftyn for 
the duftucks or pafTports. At laft, he feeing 
that the diflenfions in the Durbar ftill con- 
tinuedj and that Sindia and Holcar iniifted 
on RagobahV being brought to Poonah, ap- 
plied 
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plied to them lejiarately, and they readily 
granted him every prder hfe defired for the 
iafe and undifturbed paiiage of the detachment 
through their reipe£iive dominlonsu 

The prefidency of Madras, in cohfequende 
of letters from the governor and Supreme 
Council, had determined to iend to Bombay 
the aid they had requefted : they received 
letters dated the 29th of April, with advice 
of this : and now once more varied their or- 
ders for the route of the detachment, direft- 
ing their march to Surat^ 

An attempt was made^ about this time, by 
a relation of the infant Paiihwa, who was 
one of his attendants^ to fteal his peribn from 
the fort ; he had carried the child half way 
down the hill before he was difcovered ; there 
being flopped, he was fent to priibn, and the 
child was catried" back into the fort. 

On the X 2th of June the Bombay douncll 
received notice from Mr. Baldwin at Grand 
Cairo of the fituation of affairs between, the 
Bngliih aiid French nations, and the ilate of 
war they were in. 

The 
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The tincertaiiities at Poonah ilill cbt^* 
nued« Nanah, leaving his retreat hM ^qc 
to Sindia, who received him^ and piromired 
him fupport. They fent to all the officers, 
requiring their acknowledgnxent of them as 
the minifters of the Paifiiwa* 

Ragobah now informed the cotincil that 
both parties had applied to him, and that 
even without the appearance of an Englxih 
force he inight proceed to Poohah, fiire (^ 
fuccefs there. He allowed that both were 
his enemies ; but faid their difcord was fo 
great that nothing could go on, which drove 
them to this application ; and he undertook, 
that his march would not be attended ^th 
any oppoiition, elpecially if the Englifli force 
appeared with him, and that thb carrying the 
cannon through the Gauts, and a fupply of 
provifion (hould be his care. 

On the other hand Morabah was retreat- 
ing from Poonah, having delivered the ^Is 
and the enfigns of office to Holcar, who feot 
them to Sindia, by whom they werte deti* 
vered to Nanah, whereby he was once iiiere 
eftablifhed in the Durbar ; but a very cenfi^ 
derable number of adherents remained to 

Morabab, 



Morabah, and it was probable, that this 
conteft woiiid not end without flaughteF* 
Nanah's force in a manner furroundirig Poo- 
nah aiid Porounder fort, and occupying ill the 
paffages in the mountains. He treated with 
Holcar as l^ell as Sindia, and offered each 
of them inimenfe fums if thejr would elpgufe 
his tiauiei, 

Naiiah atld Motabah eadh now wifhed in-^ 
terviews with Mr. Moftyn, who could not 
form a judgment which of them would ulti- 
mately get the better^ He had procured 
a copy of the paper delivered by Nanah td 
St. Lubin on the 13th of May 1^78, ex- 
prefsly requiring the affiftahce of France, 
** to p\ini(h a nation who had raifed up an 
" infolent head, and whofe meafure of in* 
" juftice was full ;** and in reward of this aid 
promifing a jaghire to be granted from the cir- 
car of the Paifliwa. About the fame time the 
I Durbar had fent an anfwer to Mr. Moftyn's 
leprefentations, no way favourable, but in- 
fifting, that they had in every fenfe complied 
^th the treaty of Porounder. The council, 
on the 24th of June, refolved to have ever/ 
thing in reddinefs to land their forces to ac- 
^onttpany Ragobah, whenever it (hould ap- 

L 2 pear 
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pear that the pafles in the mountains weft 
free* 

Mr. Moftyn being returned to Bombay, and 
having given thefeleft committee there all 
his information, and remarks on the preced- j 
ing fafts and dilpofition of affairs, the nature I 
of the country through which the troops i 
muft march in cafe of their joining Ragobah 
in his march to Poonah, which he repre- , 
fented as very pradticable to infantry; the 
committee, on the 2ifl of July 1778, re- 
folved unanimoufly, that the Durbar's an- 
fwers were a violation of the treaty of Po- 
rounder. That the fituation of affairs in 
Europe, and the refloration of Nan ah Fur- 
neze, created a neceflity of immediate mea- 
fures to effeft the fubverfion of that party 
which was conneded with the French in 
fchemes hoflile to the Company, and for 
eflablifhing at Poonah an adminiflration with 
whom a lecure and permanent alliance could 
be maintained. That for that end Ragobah 
mufl be placed in the regency, with a pro- 
vifo that the government and Sicca * be con- 
tinued in the name of thePaifhwa during his 



^ 
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minority. 
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nunority, and (hould be Surrendered to him 
at his legal age ; that Morabah fhould bq 
acquainted that they will heartily join in this 
plan ; that an order fhould now be fent to 
the commander of the detachment to purfue 
the moft eligible route to Junier or Zener *, 
avoiding in his march the proximity of Au- 
rengabad, or any part of the Nizam's dO'*- 
minions. 

On the 1 1 th of July Morabah had been 
feized by 2000 men of Sindia*s force, and 
kept in the camp ; at the fame time all who 
were known to efpoufe his caufe were feized 
Ukewife, among whom were Vifagu Pont 
Binny, and Butchaba. Nanab had the name 
of mipifler, but Sindia had in reality the 
whole power ; Saccarara was not fb much a^ 
confulted, and it was probable that both he 
and Nanah would be foon confined, and Sin- 
dia ^ft openly alone, §oon after both Mora- 
bah and Butchaba were confined in different 
forts. Mr. Lewis the refident at Poonah, by 
the renewal of the obflacles to his correfpon- 
dence, foon found the influence of Nanah's 
government. That party now a£ted as if 

*, So called ia JeiFries's map. 

1-3 tho 
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the continuance of their power was fecuNi 
the armies of Sindia and Furkia each day de? 
creafed, by their difchargipg nuinbcrs of their 
horfe. 

The governor general and Supreme coxmr 
cil in the beginning of this month took pot 
feffion of Chandernagore, and wrote to the 
prefidency of Madras to order a fu^cient 
corps of troops to be in readinefs to march to 
pondicherry, affirming that the war was 
now certain, and that if they had not re- 
ceived advices or orders to the contrary from • 
England, they (hould proceed to hoftilities; 
beginning by the attack of that place which 
would be their firft, as the fettlement of 
Mahi or IVJah^ ihould be their fecoiid cap* 
tnrcr 

Fre(h proppfals came now from Nanah 
and that party to Ragobah, all which he re- 
jeifled, and infifted upon either being regent, 
and haying the cuftody of the infant Paifh- 
wa, or a partition in equal parts of the pof-- 
feflions of the Paifliwa family, whereof one 
0iare fhould be his, On fhe 1 6th of Augpfl: 
fhe prefident acquainted the committee, that 
p|^ this refufal fhe me:|renger from Nanah 

had 
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hfi applied to him; b^t this application 
^iog verhaj qo fqrthep notice was taken of 
it, Sincfia, after telling Saccaram, that his 
Ige prevented his being ufeful, had ordered 
hina to his hou&, and no more to inters 
f»«ddtey ^\d had placed a guard on him* 

Hyder Ally had now taken Darwar, an4 
iKra3 marching towards Merits in order to at- 
tack it, on which the Durbar ordered a force 
to oppofe him. Befides this naisfortune, 
they were embsrraffed by the difobedience of 
particular chiefs ; Nanah had fent orders to 
the Killidar of Amdanagur that he fhould 
(feliver his fort to Sindia, the Killidar re* 
plied, he held it for Ragobah ; and not only 
refufed to furrepder it, but feized three lacks 
of loupies which belonged to Nanah, an4 
were returning from AUrengabad, where they 
had been fecured fof hiin duiring the late 
troubles, 

St, Lubin had been difmiffed by Nanah, 
but remained ^t Damaum, and a continual 
correipoudence was kept up between him 
and Monf. Briancourt the French refident at 
Surat, upon their fcheme of procuring troops 
tQ arrive at Choul, and thence proceed to 

L 4 Poonah; 
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Poonah ; and by intercepted correfpondence 
with Pondicherry, it appeared that Naiiah 
had not only required tbfe aid of France as 
abovementioned, but that It was ftipulated 
that the French fliould, as foon as it was 
prafticable, move againft the Englifh, for 
which firft fervice they ihould receive twenty 
lacks of roupies, and ten (hips with fepoys ; 
and upon their attacking Bombay they ihould 
receive twenty lacks more : by one of thofe let* 
ters, on pretence of the war being begun, they 
demanded payment of the firft twenty lacks. 

It was now the 1 2th of Oftober, when 
Mr. Carnac delivered a minute to the Bom- 
bay council, reprefenting that much time had 
pailed fince the 21ft of July, on which day 
they had refblved to affift Ragobah, the in- 
conveniencies of a delay, and the advantaged 
which might be taken of the prefent fituation 
pf the Poonah Durbar diftrafted by diviiions, 
and their army not yet aflembled : this was 
feconded by the information and opinion of 
Mr* Moftyn, who added, that the adherents 
to Morabah muft conclude, if this opportunity 
wa$ fuffered to flip, that Ragobah was given 
pp. He further faid, as to the diftance at 
>yhich the detachment ftill was, that thoogh 

it 
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It might have been of more material advan- 
tage if nearer ; yet even in its then prefent 
fituation, which was near Sindia^s capital, it 
would be of great ufe by keeping him in awe, 
and thus facilitate their enterprize, whilft on 
their fide, that enterprize by fixing the at* 
tentionof the Durbar, would prevent the ob- 
ftacles which might otherwife annoy and re- 
tard the march ; and he added, that the 
longer the execution of the refolve was de- 
layed, the greater the French influence, and 
the more efFeftual the preparations at Poo- 
nah would prove ; on which it was refolved 
by the majority (Mr. Draper diflenting) that 
the refolution of the 21ft of July for con* 
du(9:ing Ragobah to Poonah be forthwith 
carried into execution ; and Mr. Lewis was 
direded to hold himfelf ready to leave Poonah 
at a moment's warning. 

On the 3d of November the refident and 
whole French faftory at Surat were made 
prifoners of war by orders from Bombay. 
They continued fome time at Surat confined 
to their garden, being permitted to remain 
there to prevent inconvenience in their pri- 
vate arrangements ; but it was foon found 
that intrigues w?re carrying on for the dclir 

very 
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very of the caftle of Surat to the Mahrattas, 
in which they had a confiderable (hare ; they 
ivere then transferred to Bombay, 

At thb time news was received there that 
Pondichcrry had, an the i8th of Oftoher, 
furreiidered to the Englifh, by which event 
the government of Madras were enabled to 
iend a detachment to reduce the French fettle- 
ment at Mahe, This rcduftion was foon 
after completed. 

On the 4th of November the Coimcil^ to 

carry their plan into execution, appointed a 
committee, confifting of Mr. Carnac, Colo* 
nel Egerton, and Mr, Moftyn, which was 
called the Poonab committee ; it was to make 
the arrangements proper for that fervice, to 
communicate the intentions of the Board to 
Ragobah, and finally to fettle with him the 
previous conditions on which the affiftance 
was given. Colonel Egerton, who, at the 
time of appointment, did not fuppofe they 
were to accompany him in that capacity on 
the intended expedition, and therefore had 
approved the meafure, now protefted againft 
it, as being contrary to the orders of the Di- 
Te^^ors, and as uaneceflary, inafmuch as no 

negotiation 
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ntgpthticm could take plape chi the roadt 
upon which the orders of the fele<3: commit*- 
tea could not be had in a fhort time, and as 
the orders of the Directors were, that in the 
abfence of the commander, the feie<9k com^ 
mittee (hould confift of the governor, and fe- 
cond and fourth in council, the abfence of 
Mr. Carnac who was fecond, would prove a 
diref): breach of thofe orders^ Mr, Draper 
on thib laft ground adhered to him, but it 
was carried b/ the governor's qafting vote, 
that two would be a fufficient feledt com- 
mittee, ^nd the meafure pafled. 

Things were again retarded by a differ- 
ence with Ragobah. A circular letter was 
prepared to be iflbed by him on his landing 
on the continent, in which, afl'uming no 
higher titles than thofe ufed by Badgerow 
in the treaty of 1739, he declared that his- 
view was only to take the adminiflratioii 
out of improper hands, and exercife the re- 
gency during the :^iiinority of the . young 
Pailhwa, in which he would condudl affairs^ 
and continue the Sicca in the Pailhwa's 
name, This letter being fhewn to him 
iie objeded to thofe claufes, but afterward 
feemed to acquiefce, on condition the council 
Wwld lend hiin the further fuoi of three 
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lacks of roupies, and furnilh fome military 
ilores ; but the letter being left with him, he 
made alterations therein, whereby it differed 
widely from the intent propofed ; afluming 
in the title a name of dignity which belongs 
only to a Paifhwa, and totally omitting the 
clauses relating to the adminiftration and 
Sicca. It was refblved, that if he did not 
acquiefce in the form prefented to him, and 
accede to the propoled conditions, the hv&r 
iiefs Ihould proceed no further. 

After fome confideration he confented to 
the terms propofed in the letter, withal de- 
firing that^ it might be reprefented to the 
Company, that he infifted that child was 
fuppoiitious, and that in cafe he could prove 
it he fhould be at liberty to affurne the Paifh^ 
wafhip ; if he could not, that a partition 
might be made of the country, and its govern-' 
ment, agreeable to the law of the Gentoos. 

Three lacks of roupies were now advanced, 
and 1500 mulkets and five field pieces 
granted to him, the committee reprefenting 
that as the Englifh troops would have more 
than fufficient, a greater number would be 
an incumbrance. 
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The body ordered for the fervice confifted 
of 143 artillery^ with 500 Lafcars, 448 
rank and file European infantry, and 2278 
fepoys, making in the whole, officers included, 
3960 men* 

The treaty fettled with Ragobah was to 
the efFeft of the abovementioned conditions ; 
and by the lafl article the treaty of . Surat 
was in every point confirmed, and the fol- 
lowing places afcertained as the poffeffions of 
the Company : 

Baflein fort and town with its diflrifts and 
full dependencies : Jambofieir and Orpad, 
and the ifland of Canary ; an affignment upon 
the Pergunnah of Occlafier for 75,000 rou- 
pies a year : all the fmall places belonging 
to the diflridl of Salcet, which were to be 
reflored ; and the Pergunnahs of Afhmood 
and Hanfbod ; regular funnuds were to be 
iffued under the Paifhwa*s Sicca for the abfo- 
lute free grant of all thefe places ; belides, 

He engaged to pay for the 4000 men 
with which he was to be affifled, two lacks* 
and a half of roupies a month. No Eu- 
ropean fettlements were to be allowed in the 

Mahratta 
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Mahratta dominions, without the confenf df 
the Company or their reprefentatives; And 
it was agreed that if any article of this treaty 
interfered with any engagements which might 
have been taken by the Supreme Council^ it 
Ihould be liable to be altered or amended^ 

This was fettled on the 1 8th of Noveiri- 
ter^ with one condition rnore^ in regard to 
the cuftody of the peffon of the child during 
his infancy ; as he dreaded that if Morabah 
had that cuftody it would in effeft give him 
the power of government, and thereby th^ 
fcene of troubles would be renewed^ it was 
Aipulated the care of his perfon ihould bei 
committed to Perwetty Boy, and if fhe Ihould 
inefufe to accept^ or after acceptance chufe to 
refign it, he fhould be dilpofed of in the man- 
ner moft conducive to his fafety, and the 
honour of the contrading parties. On the 
2^th of November he affixed ^his feal-to this 
treaty* The council advanced him another 
lack of roupies, fb that he received in the 
whole four lacks^ 

On receiving inteliigence thait the itiini- 
'fters at Poonah were making preparations to 
op^ofe the intended march , it was reiblvod 

to 



OF BOMBAV* 175 

to expedite it ; and Colonel Egerton afluiiiig 
that every thing was ready, the troops were 
ordered to march out of the ifland the 2 2d 
of November^ In the mean time all com*" 
manication with the continent was flopped^ 
and orders were fent to Mn Lewis to provide 
for his own fafety* 

Captain Stewart was with the firft divi^^ 
fion to proceed by the way of Apta and fe^ 
cure Bore Gaut, and Colonel Egerton him-* 
fdf was with the other divifion, which had 
proceeded under the command of Colonel 
Cay, to feize Billapore* 

On the 2 <th of November Captain Stewart 
had. without havmg met any oppofition, 
taken pofleffioii of the Gaut^ and the fort o( 
Candoli, where Mr. Lewis reached him in 
iafety; and Colonel Egerton on the 26 th en- 
camped at Panwell with the remainder of 
the army» 

By the inftrudlions given to the cotan^ittee 
on their proceeding to join the army, the 
line was drawn between their functions and 
thofe of the commander, giving them the 
ibk management of all m^ers of negotia^ 

tion^ 
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tioii, the execution of the gerieral plan of 

the expedition^ and the determination of all 

points relative thereto ; but they were prdhi- 

bited from intermeddling in the detail o£ the 

duty of the army, the mode of march or en-^ 

campnient^ or of carrying any military mea-^ 

fure into execution^ 
» 

On the 1 5th of December the whole artny 
with the committee had reached Gampoly^ 
where intelligence was received that a body 
of minifterial forces, being 10,000 horle^ 
with fifteen pieces of cannon, and a large 
number of Boudays, encamped at Worgaum, 
three cofs on this fide TuUingaura, to ob- 
ftru£l 'the march when the Englifh IhoUld 
make their appearance above the Gauts, that 
5000 horfe were to proceed down the Cur- 
Ibra Gaut to cut off the communication with 
Pan well, and that Nanah, Saccaram, Sin- 
dia, and Furkia were encamped near Poonah 
with 5006 morfe* Their refolution was, by 
hovering about the army, without coming 
to a dole engagement, to diftrefs and wear 
them out. Ragobah was encamped near the 
Englilh, and it was not doubted but a number 
of chiefs would foon appear with a force fuffi* 
cient to remove all thofe threatened obftacles* 

Though 
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Tfaongih it vnA now the 23d of Decern-* 
ber, the army had not proceeded further thah 
Campoli. This immenfe delay was occa* 
ficmed by the makinlg; of l-oads for the. c&n- 
hon ; Mn Carnac relhohftrated againft it, 
and propofed that they fhbuld be carried iip 
by fc^nd, which he argued w^s poffibk, as 
ibnte artillery had already been paiTed that 
. wiy. The cointxiander treated this as chi« 
ihbricali' sttid they continubd there, attacked 
ndw iahd then by Ibme of the holering 
troops, who, whenever they camq near e* 
dough to be reached by the Bnglifh army, 
were repulfed : it happened Very unfortu- 
nately that in thefe ikirtnilhes Cdbnel Cay 
was mortally Wounded, and Captain Stewart 
killed. The lofs of thofe two excellent 
officers was of greit coniequence; .at the 
&me time Mr. Moftyn*s illnefs, which had 
begun ibon after he left Bombay, increafed to 
fireb a degree, that he was obliged to return 
thither^ Where he dyed the ift of Janu- 
ary : and Colonel Egerton found his ftate of 
health {o bad, that it difabled him from at« 
tending either civil or military fun6l;ions; 
in coniequence he refigned the command of 
the army, in which Colonel Cockburn fuc- 
cecdcd him* Major Dagon of the artillery 

M was 
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was promote4. to the rank of Liputenanl 
Colonel. 

* 

The Englifli force had now pafled the 
Gauts and reached Indorain. The reality of 
things proved far from anfwering the idea of 
fuccour they had flattered themfelves with 
at their letting out. They had expedted 
that as foon as they ihould have pafTed. the 
Gauts, Holcar and other chiefs of rank would 
have joined them with large bodies 6f horfe, 
by which, if they received no pther feryice, 
provifions and forage from the country round 
would have been fecured : but no fuch ap« 
peared, nor any perfons but a few mercena- 
ries « Ragobah faw he had been deceived, 
and owned, that unlefs they whom he reck-, 
pned on as friends were by the fpeedy defeat 
of his enemies affured of fafety, he could 
not reckon on their joining him. As the 
Englilh and he advanced towards Poonah^ 
the difficulty of being fupplied from the 
Concan increafed, from the greater advantage 
given by the nature of the country to the 
flying partie?, and the only hope left was 
that when they fhould approach yery near 
to Poonah, Holcar might be enabled to ful^ 
^1 hi§ promifes. Other accidents concurred 



'OF BOMBAY. 179 

to increafe the defcftion or coldneis of Rago- 
bah's partizans. . Morabah confined in Ah- 
mednagur, had been informed that Ragobah, 
inftead of taking proper m^fures for his re- 
leafe, had written to the Killedar of that 
fort, not to loofe him, until he fhouid fend 
his orders from Poonah. This was foon 
Iprcad, and whether true or falfe, had an 
effedt fatal to his caufe. Indeed it was 
plainly feen by the committee that Rago- 
bah s aim was, by the Englifh arms to force 
his way through all oppofition, that fo every 
body mi^t be at his mercy. 

The Bombay council, to facilitate fup- 
plies from the Concan, fent a detachment ot 
a company of Europeans, three of Sepoys, 
two field pieces and artillery men to clear the 
country between Panwell and Campoli ; at 
the fame time they exhorted the new com- 
mander Colonel Cockburn, to lofe no time, 
but proceed wit^ vigour in his march. 

Colonel Egerton, after, his refignation, had 
fet out to return to Bombay ; but the roads 
were fo occupied by the roving parties of the 
Mahrattas, that finding it impoffible to reach 
Pqnwell, he returned to the army, where he 

M a refumcd 
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reiumec} hl§ place in the committee, but not 

in thi? command of the troops. The oom^ 
mittee therefore now conMod of lyir. Cama« 
and him onl/t After a march of fifteen 
days, during which they were continuaUj 
harrafled by numerous parties of horfc, who> 
whenever they encamped came io near as 
to cannonade, but when attacked iuftantly 
retreated, the army reached Tyllangaum, 
which was but eighteen miles from Poonah { 
the whole country was laid wafte, and every 
thing that could not be carried <^ deftmycd 
by fire. Tullang^um at tlieir arrival was in 
flames ; the fame fate impended for Chinfiira, 
and even Poonah* After a halt of two days 
9t this place, where the enemy harrafled them 
in their wonted manner, the committee upon 
enquiry found there muft Ipeedily be a want 
of provifions, and the particular circumftance? 
of their fituation being confidered by them, 
th^y determined that it was not poffibie for 
the army to proceed, but that they muft re-- 
treat towards Bombay, 

Upon this determination, Mn Carnac ieai 
for Colonel Cockburn, and informed him of 
it. ^ The colonel repxonftrated againft it, al- 
Wging that th^ Englifli troops ufed • not 

to 
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to «tfeat but advance againft die enemy, 
would be diicoufaged by fuch a meafure, 
which a^ it damped their ipirit, mxxOt in pro- 
portion faife that of die Mahratta troops, 
who wotrld not fail to attack theoi during the 
ibarch ; that if the Englifh byili fortune fhould 
be at laft forced to treat, they would infift on 
very hard terms? whereas if a treaty Was to 
bemade^ it were more:advantageous to en<* 
dicavour at it in the prefent fituatioil When 
they were within eighteen miles of Poonah j 
that if permitted to continue the march, he 
had no dbubt of carrying the army there* 
But the retreat was refolved, and the order 
given* To have the advance of the enemy, 
the march was to begin at eleven o*clock 
that night ; it was made in three divifions ; 
the troops y which as they marched forward 
were the advanced guard, now became tho 
rear; they were commanded by Captain 
Hartley. The main body was iiicumbcred 
by a great quantity of baggage, 1 200 pack 
bullocks, 300 carts, a buzar, afi' artillery 
park, and 1000 cooU<es * with officer's bag- 
gage. The enemy furrpunding on all fides, 
amounted to more than r 00,000, the£ti^i^ 
t- 

f Afpcder c^ Oie loweftl^d. 

M 3 army 
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army originally not quite 4000, were fomc-« 
what diminilhed. Colonel Cockbum thought 
it proper to acquaint Ragobah with his de- 
lign ; by this the enemy were apprized of 
it, and about two in the morning the advan- 
ced guard was attacked ; they had proceeded to 
a confiderable diftance from the main body, 
which had been retarded by dragging the 
baggage through very bad roads, this the 
enemy took a great part of. The attack was 
continued with vigour, but iiotwithftahd- 
ing their reiterated charges, the advanced 
guard about daylight reached Worgaum, 
having faved moft of their provifion and am- 
munition. About four in the morning the 
' main body was attacked on the rear and both 
flanks ;. the halt this occafioned gave the ene- 
my the opportunity of bringing up cannon ; 
the army then formed, and the attack became 
general about fix. The weight o( it fell on the 
rear guard, commanded by Captain Hartley j 
the condufl: and courage of this gallant officer 
was anfwergd by the bravery of his men* 
From the (ituation of this corps, and the dif- 
tance of it from the main body, no fupport 
was given them til] about twelve o'clock i 
during thefe fix hours he fuftained repeated 
charges, without being oRce broken. A 

fmall 
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finaU part of the Eur^n battalion was 
then fent under Major Frederick, who had 
Orders ih every thing to ad by the direction 
of Captain Hartley* The niajor chofe when 
he had joined the rear, to ad in d private 
Capacity, as a volunteer. Soon after this 
reinforcement had arrived^ the order came for 
the whole to retire^ and about four in the 
afternoon all the army had efFe£ted their re^ 
treaty aod got to Worgaum^ having loft fix*" 
i^-three artillery^ lixty-two Englifh, and 
two hundred and thirtyrfeven Sepoys. 

During the halt at TuUangauni, Ragobah 
had for himielf opetied a negotiation with 
Bindia, and declared his intention of putting 
himfelf under his protfedion : he was received 
by him 9 and was at this time actually in his 
Camp^ where he was treated wi(h refpedi 

The next day^ the 15th, the committee 
had another confultation on the difmal iitua*^ 
tion of their affairs, and Colonel Cockburn 
being afked his opinion^ notwithftanding the 
bravery fhevi^ the preceding day, gave it un- 
der his hiand that the troops would not ftand 
luch another attack ; that from the number 
...... M 4 ®f 
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ber of the enemy, and fheir reiterated<^tt»dbf 
they ihould^ through t^ir maay^ halts, be 
twenty day&b^£bix th^ qould r^esach Faawell^ 
and mufli be tofaliy d^Sroy^d ; and hedeaclared 
he could not charge, himfblf with condu^ling 
the army to Bombay ; in thia opinion.Qoloqel 
Egerton (though he^ did not fet his hand- ta 
it) concurn^d.. Upoa &hi$ it was detjerinined 
to try whether thiy could ^ not> fc^r treadng 
with die Mahratt^ chie^^ extricate themff Ives^ 
from t^ dreadful ftfeight$ to which they 
were red^cqd. Aa I^atiah th&mimfter^ iii 
whom the power oftenfibly refided^ was then 
in the Mahratta camp, it was thougt](t proper 
to lend , Mr* Farmer to hijq[i^ to negotiate ^r 
ap luidiilurbed retreat of the army fo Bom- 
bay* He at fifft was tiderat^ly wellirieeived^ 
and nothing more demanded than that the 
perfon of Ragohah fliouid be delivered < up ^ 
but when that was found not pofiible eveni 
though the Bngli^f^hiefsiihould yield-tiD fa 
humiliatb^ a cdnditioBy Nanab^^ beha?lbui? 
altered^ he rofe. in hi$ dsr^ands, and iniifted' 
tbit. the Englifih flko^ld fu^render alt the 
acqui&ions th^y h^d made iinee the tinop of 
Mafaden»s[; that the detachment under Co** 
lofiel Goddard fhould be ordered to reti^t to^ 
B§Qg^> wd intimated .that the £ngli& army 

muik 
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muA be detained where th^y then Were, till 
the lands to be ceded by this trea}:y wWe de^ 
Hvered^ into the ppflfeffllbn of the P(ionatt 
DurW. To this fevere rcquifitiop he added 
infult; for Mn Farmer was left io^he operi 
Buzar without any covering but his paian^* 
queen, or any place in w:luch ho c^duld write 
his mefli|ges« Thefe ihpr^ifyiiig te^ms being 
eondte to the £nglifh camp, another cpnfiiltat 
tion was held ; Mn Carnac declared that at alt 
hazards he ihould prefer continuing theic^ 
tetreat rather than fubmit to fuch difgracelur 
conditions ; hut as the n^ilitajy officers had' 
given their opinions that it was impbffible to 
effeft it, he would jaot. ti^e upon himfel^ 
to deieide on his iingly» In th}s emergency 
It occured to them, ] that . Sindia haviog in 
fon^ meaftire ihl^wnhimfelf favorable to the 
caafc of Ragobah by his reception of hi(n, 
might on this occafibn be.fervi9eabi$ tothem« 
To try this, Mr, Holmes wa§ fept to hlm^ 
On his way he was^met.by.fome of Nanah*S 
troops/ who^ as- they feared thai this mef-* 
fage mig^ prove to the advantage of the 
fenders, and th& diminution of their mafter*^ 
credit, endeavoured to prevent his accefs to 
Smdia, iirflr by requiring hi^v to. gp to Na* 
nah, and then detaining him tilt a party of 

Sindia's 
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Siridia*s troops came arid difperfed them/ zni 
carried Kim into their matter's prcfence ; ihefe 
he was received with hurhaiiity and kindnefsi 
Sindia feemed flattered with this acknowledge 
infeht of his cohfequence; and upon Mn 
tld(h\es, in his return of thanks for his ci-^ 
vility^ comparing his behaviour to Nanah*^ 
in regard to Mr; Farmer^ he immediately 
lent for hini, ahd defired that both he and 
Mr* Holmes would look on themfelves as his 
guefts. They then begun to treat with him 
on the fubjed of their miffion, in the firft 
jplace ihewing a writing figned by the eom- 
toittee^ wherein they declared they had not 
power to grant fuch terms as the Durbar in 
the perfonof isfanah had prefcribed : that fuch 
a treaty would be a nullity, and that Ihould 
they be compelled to fign fuch a conven- 
tion ^ the minififers would be deceived if they 
trufted to it. This declaration was alio pre- 
fented to Nanah, who would heat* of no di^ 
minution of what he had required ; he even 
lent a meflage to Sihdia defiring that he would 
not recede from that point of retaining the 
army^ but moreover tequire particularly the 
furrender of the caflle of Surat and Fort Vic-» 
toria, and the payment of the expences: of 

the war, before they fliould be rde^ed ; and 

^» ■ . .- ^ 

at 
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at the fame time lie fent' cM:4ers * to Furkiat 
to take the proper meafures for preventing 
their efcape^ Mn Holnie^ promifed Sindia^ 
that if he would befriend the Englifh iti this' 
matter, the council of Bombay would cede 
to him Broach and its Pergunnah which 
had been conquered by thoni from the Nabob 
of Surat. Sindia did effedually endeavour to 
leJTen the hardihip of the terms impofed, but; . 
prevailed onjiy ip. regard tO: the releale of tha 
army. . He prevented the orders given to 
Furkia from being executed, but left he 
ihould diipleafe the other Maliratta chiefs re« 
quired that hoftages ihould be given for the 
perforrnance of tl^ ftipulated ceilion* 

Hard as thefe conditions were, they feemed 
to the committee preferable to the lofs of the 
amiy, which they looked on as inevitable 
ihould the Mahratta chiefs be thoroughly ac-* 
quainted with the defpondency of the leaders ; 
they feared that Sindia, appreheiifive of lofing 
his influence ^th thole chiefsi^ who, lenilble 
of. the advantage this occafion had given hiqi 
muft wonder al his negled of it, might 
through that and the reiterated inftances 
of Nanah, be prevailed on to. come into 
and fecond his rigorous conditions, perhaps, 

if 
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if angered by refiftince enhaiice them ; intf 
jselying on. the tfftSt of the exprofs declaratidn 
ib iblemniy given under their hands, thsc they 
]lad not power to accede to fuch terms^^ and 
that vrfitttever. they thtts were compelled ta 
da, would be. a ttuHity, they confented to 
Sgti a convention, whereby all that had been 
acquired by die Bombay cbtmtil fince the 
time of Mahderow was t6 be fbrrendered^ 
atid^ orders to he fent to Colohel Goddard to 
CDndud his dettfchmeht back to Bengal : and 
Mp4 Fiwtner and LieuCeiiaot Stetinitt were to 
remain as hoftages for the perfbtuian^e^oi? 
thefe conditions. This^ cfonc the army Waat 
permitted to retreat ta Bombay, efcortcd by 
a detachment of horfe : Ragobah remained 
ufader the protection of Sindia. Mr; Hotefci 
th©u^ it proper to be mumffceftt ill prefeltts^ 
ta SbdiaV officers, but not having ready ca^ 
macb his prefent in bills and notes- payable 
at JBombay^ amounting to 4 1 ,d€^ roupies; 

TBe ife«ling8 q( men ap^ itdacet! to be 
guaardedvby tbofe very teoops- tfeey had* been 
acct)0aaisdi ta b^K>!(£ flyings before thertt, can 
b&nuMie eafily laagh&i th&n de^ribed i by 
the time ^y reached Bambayj tRejoy caiifed 
by ^elf ftfaty- had ^ten way ta hidighationr 

at 
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ft the ibame v^ di%race bsoughti m ^ 
Britiih arms. 

Ontlie z^th oijmxmythe cauiicil met 
at Bombay 9 in which Cd[(»el £gerb>n and 
Cobnel Cockbum rdfurtied their feats^^ Hift 
firft thing done was reading die diaiy of t^ 
vn&rtunate expedition; after which Mr^ 
Hornby reprefented that the caufes of tho 
failure of it might be matter of future con& 
deration, that they (hould now proceed to 
determine what meafures were to be taken 
for their iafety, and retrieving their affairs^ 
He arraigned the condud): of the leackrs whilft 
he extolled the bravery of the army, and in- 
fifted that to keep np that gallant ipirit they 
had (hewn, it was necefiary to diflinguiffi 
thofe who had dope them honour from thofe 
who had been wanting in their duty, whofe 
example was pernicious : he mentioned fome 
inferior oflficers to be tried by courts martial, 
at the fame time he impeached the condudi 
of Colonel Barton and Colonel Cockburn, 
and ofiered it as his opinion, that until their 
behaviour could be fnlly enquired into, they 
fliould decline a£ting in a military charader ; 
his chayrge was particularly in regard to the 
^pioiott Colonel CocHbtirn figned at Wor- 

gaum,; 
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gauQi, in which Colonel Egerton had con« 
curred. If they did not confent to what he 
propofed, he fhould move for their fufpen* 
fim* Colonel Bgerton at iirft infifted on 
jke^ping his place both in the army and the 
coiincij till a fortnal charge ; was . delivered 
againft him, but upon furdier confideration 
he, asi well as Colonel Cockburn, acquiefced, 
,jand they declined ailing in their military 
capacity pqtil the opinion of the fupreme 
cpuncil fhould be known. 

It is iiQt furprizing that after {o difagree- 
able an event the adors fhould endeavour 
each to throw the blame from himfelf. The 
compafs of this v?ork will not permit de- 
fcending to niany particulars of this alterca^ 
tion, whiph appears at length in the minutes 
of the Bombay CQuacil, 

Mr, Carnac blamed the flownefs with 
which the army proceeded from Panwell, and 
to that attributed the greatnefs of that force 
to which they were obliged to yield; and as 
to the retreat, he affirmed that there was no 
pofiibility of ading otherwife as things were 
then circumflanced ; he blamed the diftanGe 
of the ^ivifiqns whereby they were unable to 

fupport 
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fupport each other, and the not having br-r 
dered the feeond divifion to fupport the rear 
when attacked, which he affirmed might have 
been eafily done ; and as to the determinatioa 
atWorgaum, he faid (hat his own private 
opinion was againft it ; but that although, by 
his cafting vote in the committee, he might 
have prevented it, he did not think his au« 
thority extended fo far as to give orders for 
the march at all events ; and though it had, 
it would have been imprudent to give it to 
officers who had exprefled fuch an opinioa 
of the troops they were to lead. .That there 
was no alternative, no way left, but to ob- 
tain the beft terms poflible for the unmolef):e4 
return of the army to Bombay, 

Colonel Egerton Juftjfied the delay attri- 
buted to him by Mr. C^rnac, from the im- 
poffibility of dragging the artillery through 
roads ipipaffable till mended by the labourers ; 
from the time necefiarily confiimed in getting 
provifions ; and he poiitively denied that he 
had refufed conducing the army from Wor- 
gaum to Bombay, or having concurred in 
Colonel Cockburn's written opinion, which 
he did not remember fo much as to have 
|ceQ tj|l it was produced at that board. 

Colonel 
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Colonel CocktHlm kid all the inilbarriagjb 
0a the fiift errtit in ordering ^e r etrealt. Hft 
iet forth ia hie jmflifiaitton the refiooiiArante 
he had made agftinf): k i lus underttkiag^ if 
the army marched forward, ti> condud: it to 
Foooah ; that the difftaiice of the divifions 
was occailoned by the quantity of baggage, 
and the badn^s of the ground through which 
they were to march, whereb)r the firft divi« 
iioh|^ uneiKUfttbdred, was enabled td advance 
more qtiickly thab the Others t thid: as foon as 
poifible he had fent relief tb Captain Hait* 
ky. He c^vned the (pinion he had iigned^ 
wA iaid« that it was founded on the infor-' 
5liad(»i he had r^eivgd from fepoy oificei-s 
that their men, and blatk officers weie likely 
to deiert in the night, which was confirmed 
by nG^ifages re(:eited fro6i Hagobah and Mr. 
Sibbald i that fgme defertkih ^id anally hap^ 
pen; that fuch ahdther attack would have 
e^haufted the amfnuiiitsion ; that the great dif- 
ficulty of carrying three hundred fiek men 
would hav€$ idcre^ied their enbbarraffments i 
that th$ ai'my^ already ditnibifhed in nui!n^ 
hers, having fo many attacks t6 fuilain, muft 
have totally periflied ere they cduld hav^ 
reached panwell i thefe were the grounds of 
hi§ ppiulto, QOtwithilahding which hft #Quld, 
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to the beft of his ability, had Mr. Camac, 
by his calling vote ordered the retreat to be 
continued, have led the army; that by fay- 
ing he coiild not charge himfelf with the 
condu£l of the army, he did not mean to re- 
fiile conducting it, if fuch an order had been 
given, but merely to avoid refpdnfibility for 
the ill fuccefs which he forefaw ; that Colo- 
nel Dagon was of the fame opinion ; why 
was he therefore accufed as the caufe of a 
mealiire which depended on others ? 

Captain Hartley was, for his fervice on the 
retreat, promoted to the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel ; this occafioned complaints and re- 
monftrances from the other officers; but 
thofe things are not of a nature to be dwelt 
on here ** 

*iln the ktter to the fecret committee, the council of B:>m 
bay enter very fully into the reafons for the advdDccmenc 
oF Colonel Hartley, and mention not only his conduft on 
the retreat, which laved the whole army, but his fpirhed 
advice when confulted at Worgaum, where he infifted, 
when defertioti was mdntidned, that he could depend oii 
the men he commanded, that he had effeftually prevented 
deftnion from fpreading in his corps ; he urged every ar- 
gument for continuing the retreat rather than fubmit to 
^ifgraceful terms. He even formed a difpofitlon, and prc- 
fented it to Colonel Cockburn for condufting it, andavoid* 
ing the inconveniencies of a night march, and the divifion 
of the troops; He hath fifice fhewa himfelf worthy of hifi 
advancement. 

N Thi^ 
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The return of the army to Bombay wa$ 
imEnediately followed by the arrival of a Va- 
queel from the Poooah Durbar, aiid obc &-- 
parately on the part of Sindia, demanding 
in form the poffeffion of the ieveral j^lac&s 
ftipulated to be furrendered; the anfwer giv^m 
was, that Mcff. Carnac and Egerton had no 
authority to conclude any treaty on behalf of 
the Company, that this had been declared to 
the leaders of the Mahrattas before the paper 
upon which they grounded their demand was 
fubfcribed, and that the Bombay council had 
BO authority to take any fteps in conftqueBce 
until they received the ientiments of the Su- 
preme Council, to whom they would dif^ 
patch a veflel, and wait their deteraoination. 
Care was taken at the lame time to leave an 
opening for treating feparately with Sindia^ 

On the 19th of February the Bombay 
council took into confideration the ftate of 
their affairs. The prefident Mr. Hornby 
laid before them a minute on that fubje<9:, ia 
which he entered into a full d^ail of all hdis 
and circumftances* He mentioned, in the 
firfl place, the attention they fhould have 
paid to Colonel Goddard's army, and in- 
formed them that it had reached Brampour 

the 
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thd 2pth cf January : he added, that there 
was no danger bf a Mahratta army marching 
againft him, as they were too bufy at home x 
that they were already fending troops to the 
neighbourhood of Carange and Salcet, being 
refblved to obtain the ceffionof all promifed by 
the convention of Wargaum, which they had 
demanded the poflefEon of by their Vaqueels. 
He reprefented that as it was to be expe£ted> 
that Nanah would lofe no time in proceeding 
to enforce the ceffion he deiiianded, they 
ought to lofe no time in their preparations to 
reiifl him; He theii entered into a detail of 
what had pafled^previous to that convention, 
lamenting the bad effe^s of dlfcontinuing a 
march which would have been equal to a. 
vidtory : he mentioned all the particulars re- 
lating to Sindia's behaviour when applied to 
by Mr, Holmes^ as a proof of his inclination 
to be on good terms with the Englifli, not 
only on account of the promlfe rtig^de to hitti 
of Broach and the Ihare of its Pergunnah^ 
but from political future views, which he 
deduced from the fevcral incidents at th^ 
time of the convention and foon after, and 
from the circumftances In which all matters 
ftood at that moment. He mentioned that 
Mr. Holmes during his refidence in Sindia's 

N a cap. 
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tamp, had obferved that all affairs of Itii* j 
iportance were determined by him though 
they were oftenfibly referred to Nanah, w^ho 
in virtue of his office was to affix the feal to 
the orders, but this was never done till Sin* 
dia had examined and pafled them : that 
Holcar, though treated outwardly with the 
rtfiped: and form due to the firft Subahdar of 
the empire, was totally at his difpofal : that 
Sindia had acquiefced in fending hoftages to 
Bombay in exchange for the Englifli who 
remained with him, and had taken that cc*- 
cafion of fending a confidential perfon to the 
prefident : that Mr. 'Holmes, who was re- 
turned to Bombay was charged with the moft 
friendly afliirances from him t that Mr. Far^ 
mer, who remained with him, was treated 
yvith kindnefs ; that he permitted no inter- 
courfe between him and Nanah ; that he had 
the command of Nanah's and Holcar's force 
as well as his own* He then informed the 
•council of what had pafled between the Mah*- 
ratta chiefs after the retreat of the Englifh, 
and the difpofition of the fe veral departments 
of their government ; which were^ 

I. The infant Madherow Narrain was to 
be acknowledged Paifhwa. 

2. Sevagi 
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a. Sevagi Badgerow (a fon of Ragobah, 
born to him fince the adoption of Am- 
rut Row, and) an infant of very tender 

. years, to be Naib, and that the exercife 
of his office fliould he carried on iu 
his name by Sindia and Holcar^ 

3. That Ragobah Ihould totally rclinquilh 
all claim to government, and have a 
jaghire and refide at Jaffi ; that he fliould 
fignify in writing to all the powers in 
India, that he accepted and agreed to 
this condition • 

4. That Nanah and Saccarani fliould a6l 
as miniflers, but derive their authority 
totally from Sindia and Holcar. Thefe 
feveral articles were, he faid^ fbjemnly 
agreed to by all the chiefs^ 

He then mentioned inftancea of Sindia*s 
tllfpofition to a feparate alliance ^ith the* 
Englifli ; that he was more inclined to grant 
^r. Moftyti's requifitions than even Mora- 
bah ; that his averfion to a, FreiKh alliance 
was known, having formerly made advances 
repeatedly, and in Mr. Moftyn's abfence, 
ftftt A.ppagee Sapagou, the very perfon then 
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in Bombay, to Mr. Lewis, who knowing 
that meafures were already taken with Ra- 
gobah could go no further, than to make 
general profeffions of friendfhip; that Ap-? 
pagee avoided all meefingwkh the a^ent fent 
by Nanah, and had in charge only the par- 
ticular interefts of Sindia: that he never 
mentioned the return of the Bengal detach- 
ment; and what was very remarkable, though 
fhe order from Meff. Carnac and Egertqn to 
Colonel Goddard for that purpofe had been 
delivered to him to be fent, they had no ac- 
count of its having been yet received *. 

From thefe feveral fafks he reafoned on 
|he motives which caufed them ; that the 
the principal view of Sindia xnud be to re- 
tain his pmver at Foonah ; that he bad tq 
dread the jealoufy of the other chiefs;, ne- 
ceffarily fearing his power, and. the ufe 
Jie, when fully eftabliflied, might make of if 
\n crushing them ; that the Nizam and Hyder 

* MeflT. Carnac and Egerton wrote from Campoli the 
ipthpf January 1779, that he was to pay qo regard tQ 
their prder of the |6th, becaufe, upon rccolleftion, they 
found they werp not authorized to give it. This- he re- 
ceived at Burh^nspOre the 2d of February, and the order 
pf the i6Lh of January he only received the pth of February 
in his camp at Chopwah upon theGutnuddy, bya.Vaqtieel 
t)^longing 10 thq infant Paijjhwa. 
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wtvt jftady to fupport them againft him. The 
infiuenpe of the Bramins, through the afcen- 
dancy of their caft, and their great wealth, 
was another fource of uneafinefs to him : 
that however great his power whilft he was 
at or Qear Poonah with his troops, his ab- 
fence from thence would afford opportunities 
to thofe who felt the weight of it to (hake it 
off, which dangers made his prefence necef- 
!&ry ; whilft on the other hand his private 
concerns fuffered by his abfence from his 
own dominions : that the King had taken 
Dccafioft from it to feize fome forts belonging 
tp him ; that he feared both the Nizam's and 
Jlyder's attempts qf the fame kind ; that he 
had fonae uneafinefs alfp in regard to Moda- 
gee Bouncelo, wbqfe interefts crofling his, 
muft be apprehenfive of his power ; that if 
Nanah, at liberty by this abi^nce to exercife 
his talents and influence, ihould regain the 
fuperiority, he would, by the French aU 
liance be enabled to, keep it. Fron^ the der 
tail of all thefe confideratiqns he drew the 
following conplufions ; 

I . That the actual adminiftration of af&irs 
in tlie Mahratta empire was at Sindia*s 

J^ 4 difpqfal; 
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difpofal ; that Nanah was reduced to be 
no more than the tool of his power. 

2. That Sindia was not only inclined to the 
Englifli in preference to the French, but 
cafneft for fome clofer connexion, and al- 
liance with the Englifh. 

3. That the accompliftimcnt of the terms of 
the convention, fo far as related to the Poo- 
nah fircar, was not the objedl of his views, 
iince he had in fzdi given the Englilh the 
option whether to comply with them or not, 

4. That the performance even of the private 
article in his favour was not the firft objeft 
pf his confideration ; but chiefly intended 
as a fund to pay from in any alliance, 

^ . That Independently of his views to an air 
liance he had fome motives of policy, which 
rendered him unwilling that the Englifti 
poffeffions and power on that coaft fhould 
be materially reduced. 

6. That it was for the intereft of the 
Company, and neceflary to their purpoies 
^t this fcttlement, to find what Sindia*s 

real 
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4^eal intentions were, and to take meafureg 
in concert with him for the exclufion 
of Nanah from all power. 

His reajfons for his fuppofitions were, that 
nil dominion but that of the fword was over- 
thrown at Poonah ; that Sindia being then 
in poffeflion of it, his great object muft have 
been to fecure it, and his intention either to 
temove the feat of his government to Poo-* 
nah, or to eftablifli there fome power fub- 
ordinate to his. That the firft was dangerous, 
and would alarm all the chiefs who aimed to 
continue their independence, as his great 
power muft enable him to cru(h them. The 
Nizam and Hyder would be ever ready to 
fupport them in the fbuthern parts of the 
empire, where the Bramins have great weight 
from the circumftances of caft, riches, and 
influence. In Sindia's own jaghire, the king 
taking advantage of his and Holcar's abfence, 
was making fome progrefs againft them ; 
that Modagee looked to the Rajalhip ; that 
the king and he muft be confidered as dani- 
gerous enemies to Sindia. As to the fe- 
cond, the eftabliftiment of a fubordinate 
power that feemed more fuitable to his cir- 
(ymftances and agreeable to his paft con-» 

dua. 
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^u^. The difficuhy lay ia the mdans : his 
choke c^ Nan^ to be Duaa »o{e from his 
hope of gaining credit by the moderation 
ihewn in placing in that office a man of fuch 
abilities, and of the Bramin caft ; but this 
choice wa^ dangerous by the oecafioii hia 
^Uence and Hokar^s alio (whoie affairs called 
him away) furnished Nanah to afiert his 
iodependeiKC, and ceintinye hia connexions 
with St. Lubin ; that the arrival qi the affift-^ 
ance froni France would reftqre his fuperio- 
rity, but the fupport of the Englifli power 
on the coad wa& a fi^eurity againft even his 
Jiidependence ; that the Bramins in general 
were inclined to the French ; that even ^o- 
f^dh was fo ; that! it was the mutual iatereft 
ff both ^indi^ and the Englifh to guar^: 
againfi Nanah and their influence ; that tbe 
jrouncil w*s bpund in honour to acquit them-? 
fclves to him, his prote^ion at Worgaunx 
|?^ng a valuable confideration ;. th-at Rago- 
^ah by his engagerqent With Sindia had re-? 
Hevcd ihe Company from the care of his in- 
^e^s ; and that all {tipulatiqns tending to 
be hoftile to Berar were to be avoided. He 
therefore, in the firft place, . propofed that 
the notfes given by Mr, ][iolmes among Sin- 
4iVs criScer? as Purb^r charges, amountT 

ing 
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ingto 41,000 roupics, ikontld be immedl*^ 
atelj paid. 



' In the mean time every thing was to be 
prepared fb as to be in readinefs for iervice, 
that if Sfndia ihould refufe their advances ati 
army might be fcnt into the field toward 
Surat or ^roach, to aft in concert with the 
detachment ; that an alliance with the Gui^ 
cawars fhould be attempted ; that fuch a 
connection was deiirable from their command 
of the Guzerat, their avcrfion to the Poonah 
government, and their diftance from the cen- 
ter of the empire ; |:hat the divifions which 
tl^en reified among them diminifhed their 
importance ; that the connexion Futty Sing 
had with Stndia fliould incline them to him ; 
that an alliance with Sindia was in every re-f 
ipeft preferable to one with Modagee Boun* 
cello, as the claims he had upon the fuccel^ 
fipa to the Rajalhip tended to create eipbar? 
raffments. 

That as to Ragobah there could be no 
thought of purfuing the plan of his reftoration ; 
that circumftances difiered totally from what 
they were in the year 1775, when fervice 
>yas tenderjd ^0 him by Siqdia, who now had 

the 
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the command of an army, the only title to 
the empire, that Ragobah was his penfioner, 
and merely a cloak to his ambition. Upon 
this repreleptation it was refolved^ 

That the convention at Worgaum was in- 
valid ; and that as after the exprefs declaration 
to the Durbar, that the committee had not 
the power to accede to thofe terms, the pub- 
lic faith could not be confidered as pledged ; 
that the general anfwer already given to Na-^ 
nah wa$ all then neceflary, 

That Sindia, In confequence of his good 
offices, was entitled to every mark of regard, 
^nd that it was neceflary to find Ibme equi-r 
valent to the ceffion of the Mogul Ihare of 
the Broach Pergunnah j 

That the notes, given for 41,000 roupies 
Durbar charges ihould be forthwith paid ; 

m 

That there was good ground to hope Sin-^ 
dia is well difpofed to and willing to enter 
into a connexion with the Company ; 

That t];ie ohjedl in this connexion m^uft be, 

I . The 
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»• The total exclufion of the French, and 
of Nanah from any fhare in the go* 
vernment at Poonah. 

2. To preferve for the Conipany the ter- 
ritory they then held. 

That It was ablblutely neceflary to lofe no 
time in endeavouring at this, and to avoid any 
engagement hoftile to the Raja of Berar ; that 
nothing fhould be finally fettled without the 
concurrence of the Governor and Supreme 
Council ; that in confequence of thefe refo- 
lutions the prefident (hould write to Sindia. 

Although the reflexions of Mr. Hornby 
were in general well founded, he was mijP- 
taken in two points : the Durbar at Poonah 
were not inattentive to Colonel. Goddard's 
march; they had aftually detached 20,000 
of their beft horle to furprize him, but his 
celerity in his progrefs from Brampour pre- 
vented their reaching him, they therefore 
returned without having committed any a£k 
of hoftility. Nor was Sindia fo well inclined 
to the Englifh or naturally averfe to a French 
alliance : though he had granted pafles for 
the march of the detachment through his 

country. 
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country, and made no hoftile oppofition, he 
had thrown obftacles in their way^ by or- 
dering the merchants to remove from Bram- 
pour, whereby it became difficult for Colonel 
Goddard to raife money on his bills. This 
manner of ading was confiftent with the 
J)olicy that guides the princes of Indoftan ; 
whatever dilfentions reign among thenri j they 
all unite in hatred of Europeans, and moft 
of the Englifli whom they fear t this is their 
natural bent. Their feeming preient intereft, 
6r the views of their mitiifter, either for 
their matters or their own private advantage, 
often predominates over that bias ; by thofe! 
channels only they are acceflible. The pre- 
fident in confequence of the refoliitions wrote 
to Sindia, but he did not meet thofe ad- 
vances in the manner hoped for. The de- 
mands of the ftipulated ceffions were reite* 
rated, the delay occafioned by writing to the 
Supreme Council was complained of as an 
evafion ; effects followed thefe meffages, a 
body of their troops advanced to fort Vic* 
toria, and intelligence was received of pre- 
parations for the attack of Salcet* Proper 
precautions taken prevented their efFc6lihg 
their purpofes. 

The 
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^he hsippy amval of Cjolotiel Goddaol 
ivith his <ktachment jit Sixrat, on the a 5th 
of Febiryary:, changed the faoe of affiursu if 
k now time to revert to the pmceedings oi 
the Su|)treiaae Cauncii aiid the march of th^ 
detachmeot ; but before we enter uptm that 
fiibje£t^ it may not be amils to enqiiire Lata 
the cauie of the remarkable event juft re* 
lated : a gallant army, afteir a defence as glo^ 
rious as a vi£tory, reduced humbly to crave 
aiid fubmit to difgraceful terms, and retire,- 
covered with (hame, to the place wheiice thejr 
had fet out, pluming themfelves in full at- 
forance of returning crowned with fucce(s, 
aad the honour of giving a ruler to the Mah-* 
ratta empire. The character of the prince 
whom they efpoufed^ and the views of thofei 
who efpoufed him, lead to it, Tlie true way 
of judging mens characters is not to decide 
upoii die events of their lives, but upon their 
behaviour in conlequence of thefe events*- 
Thofe in the life of Ragobah are various, and 
fome of them furprizing ; from the begin- 
ing to tiid he hath been the fport of Fortuatf 
in all her inconftancy^i The changes fromt 
ill to good feem to be thfe effe^a of the policy 
of the Mahratta chiefs, and thofe from pro^ 
fperity to wretchednefs, the efie<St of ofci* 

tancy. 
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tancy, and fudden impreflions of fear preci- 
pitate in their exertion. Naturally bold and 
brave he formed fehemes of greatnefs, and 
entered upon them with fpirit ; but looking ! 
to one object only, he law not the obftacles • 
that lay in his way, or the thorns that might 
render his pafl'age difficult, yet he was prone 
to fufpicion, which, when once admitted, to- 
tally abforbed* every idea but that of the dan- 
ger it pointed out, and hurried him to decide 
merely on that idea, without examining whc^ 
ther it was well founded or groundlefs. At 
the fame time as prone to truft thofe to 
whom he applied in fuch emergencies with- 
out knowing whether they were well or ill ! 
inclined to him : he had talents of generallhip 
which he exerted with fuccefs ; his errors in 
forming his defigns feeni to have arifen from 
an over-weening impatience which prevented 
his examination of the probability that the 
promifes of his friends, and the warmth of 
his expe£tation^ would be anfwered ; this 
made him venture raflily, and urge with im- 
petuofity thofe on whom he could really de- 
pend, not eonlidering that if by yielding to 
that raflinefs their ftrength was broken, he? 
loft his only fupport ; that impetuofity made 
liira fuppofe his wifll completed when the 

firft 
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firft ftep towards it was fcarcely taken, and 
forget that he owed attentions to thofe who 
had aheady favoured or might in future fa- 
vour his caufe, and aft as if he was really 
feated in the fulhiefs of power and no more 
wanted their affiftance, or feared their en- 
mity; he faw not the true reafon of his fo 
readily meeting fupport in his ill fortune, 
that the princes who then efpoufed his caufe 
did it not from any perfuafion of the juftice 
of it, or any affeftion to his perfon, but 
merely from policy, their independence being 
preferved by the continuation of the difien- 
tions which the Mahratta empire ; during 
which they could not be called to account 
for their tribute, as the fide they befriended 
would not, and that they oppofed, could not 
enforce payment of it : this fyftem accounts 
for the general run of the a£ls of the Mah- 
ratta chiefs. This it was which raifed him 
armies in his former diftreflcs, and influ- 
enced Sindia to receive him when the Englilh 
army retreated from TuUinghaum, and to 
foften the rigour of Nanah's requilition at 
Worgaum ; he had no reafon to fear their 
profperity, and knew, by experience, that a 
complete fettlement of the empire, under the 
Duanfliip of Nana, and miniftry of the Bra- 

O mins, 
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mins, would extinguifli his influence^ and 
that as loon as thev found themfelves efta* 
bliftied in their pofts, and . ftrengthened in 
credit by an incrcafe of territory, they would 
demand and eiiforce the payment of the ar- 
rears of tribute ; this mufthave been the firft 
thought that ftruck him on the application 
of Mr. Holmes, the fending his vaqueel to 
Bombay, with particular inftruftions on his 
feparate intereft, plainly proves it : he meant 
to have Ragobah under his proteftiott, or ra- 
ther in his cuftody, that he might upon 
occafion make a proper ufe of that circum- 
fiance. 

Unfortunately the impatience of Ragobah 
was conlmunicated to the greateft part of the 
Bombay council ; like him, too eafily truft- 
ing to outward appearance, they imagined 
themfelves at Poonah from the moment the 
miniftry quarrelled ; the many tergiverfations 
arid uncertainties which reigned in that Dur- 
bar did not open their eyes. Upon the firft 
profpeft of fuccefs attending Ragobah's party, 
or rather thole who ufed his naii>e to com*- 
pafs their ends in depriving their enjemies of 
the power they aimed to affume, they aban- 
doned themfelves to the flattering fcene of 

importance 
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ittiportance and credit accruing to them 
from fettling and giving a chief to an em- 
pire, and feared nothing but the diminution 
of glory which they might fufFer from other 
perfons having a (hare in the cnterprize. , 
This muft have been the motive of their for* 
bidding the advance of the Bengal detach- 
ment by their firft orders, as well that of their 
hurry iii planning and in executing the ac- 
companiment of Ragobah and teinftating 
him in the regency, although they knew that 
by the confinement of Morabah, Butchaba 
and their adherents, and the fmall degree of 
power Holcar had, the principal force on 
which they had reckoned would be wanting^ 

Their impatience excefeded that of Rago- 
bah ; to prevent delay by his objedlions to 
the treaty, they increafed the fums advanced 
to him ; the march of the detachment and 
its daily progrefs was known to them, they 
might have calculated the diftance which 
each day diminifhed, and by a fettled corre- 
fpondence with Colonel Goddard, have carried 
on their plan fo that he might have co-ope- 
rated with them; with this precaution 
fuccefs was certain, but then the honour of 
that fuccefs niufl: hav^ been attributed to his 

O 2 flkill 



212 AN ACCOUNT 

(kill in the execution, and the wifdom of the 
Supreme council in fending that detachment 
to their affiftance : this was a meafure from 
the beginning difagreeable to them, they 
were angered by the firft interpofition of that 
council which produced the treaty of Po- 
rounder, and that relentment was kept up by 
the exercife of the fuperiority given by the 
aft of parliament ; this appears through their 
minutes of council, and thofe fcntiments 
helped to ftrengthen the others *. 

The ill-timed order given by Ragobah 
for the continuation of Morabah's confine- 
ment was another fatal ftep ; the ad itfelf 
might be called ingratitude to the man who 
firft ftirred in his favour, when he fecmed 
forgotten and excluded for ever from all 

chance 



* In juftice to Mr. Draper, one of the members of the 
Bombay council, it muft not be omitted that he difTented 
not only from ihe firft refolution to forbid the advance 
of the detachment, but alfo from that of the I2th of Ofto- 
ber .1 778, for conducing Ragobah to Poonah with an armed 
force; he grounded thisdiflention on, 1 ft. Their departure 
from the conditions prefcribcd by the fupreme council, 
** That their plan (liould not inlerJFere with any cngage- 
** ment formed with Modagee ; that by advice from Eu- 
" ropie, they ftiould be aflured rtiat the force they fent 
** could be Ipared without danger, that their engagements 
** with Ragobah or Morabah Ihould not be hoftile to the 

Rajah 
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chance of a return to power ; and it fhewed 
a difpofition of mind which made not only 
Morabah's friends averfe to him, but ftruck 
the other Indian chiefs as an indication of 
his defign to govern with the iame ftriftnefs 
he had before done, when his title in the 
minority of his nephews to the regency, and 
after the death of Naron to the Paifliwafliip 
was undifputed : this would have totally 
put an end to their fcheme of independence, 
the maintenance of which is the moft defi- 
rable thing for the inhabitants of the dif- 
trids refpeftively bordering on the Mahratta 
dominions, and the particular intereft of the 
Englilh government in that region. The 
fituation of the countries of thefe princes 
fliews the probability of fuccefs in a lyftem 

" Rajah of Berar." — ad. Morabah and Butchaba being 
flill under reftraint. — 3d. The diftance of the detachment 
being yet too great. — 4 th. There being a great deficiency 
in the European force from the eftabliftiment ordered by 
the company, — he added, that ahhough he was convinced 
of the ncceifity of removing Nanah, and reinftating Rago- 
bah in the regency, it appeared to him that it might be 
ejedled with more propriety and greater probability of 
fuccefs, in about two months, as by that time they might 
hope the reftriftions, with refpeft to the Berar negociation, 
Hiight be removed, and the detachment might arrive at the 
deftination ordered in July (in the neighbourhood of 
Poonah) and the company's (hips and the fquadron might 
be with them. 

O 3 formed 
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iformcd for that purpqfe^ 'Separate treaties 
with each would ftrengthen and enable thein 
to reiift the force of the Popnah Durbar, 
which they would not fail to do wheft 
they found themfclves fupportcd by Engliih 
arms. 

The proceedings of the council of Bpm- 
Ibay have been related without the inter- 
ference of other matters, that by an uninter-r 
rupted narration they might appear clearly ; 
it will be neceflary to refume thofe of the 
Supreme Council, and the afts in qonfe- I 
quence, partipularly the inarph of the detach- i 
ment^commapded by Colonel Leflie through 
the heart of Indofian ; a meafure of high im-r 
portance, the effeft of fchemes long revolved 
in the mind of it3 author, bold in its con- 
Caption, ^nd continued with perfeverance 
from the conviftion of its utility : the eyents 
finally produced by it nxuft decide whether 
rafh and precipitate, or political and truly 
calculated for the good of the company, as 
well as for the fanqie attendant on fo high an 
enterprize. 

This meafure had not pafled In council 
without great debate. From its novelty, 

the 
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(the ufual manner of fending troops having 
been by fea) the general ignorance of the 
country to be paffed over, and of the relations 
and interefts of its princes and chiefs, the ap- 
parent danger from the heat of the climate, 
the delay which muft be occafibned by the 
rains, the inconvenience and difficulties which 
might arife from vrant of provifions and af- 
fiftance from the powers gf the country or 
perhaps from their oppofition, it was looked 
on as imprafticable ; but for the reafons above 
related the council determined it not only 
prafticable but expedient. The neceffary pre^ 
cautions were taken with the princes of the 
countries through which the detachment was 
to pafs by apprizing them of the defign of 
its march, and its pacific difpofitions to them, 
and requefting their affiflance in furnifliing 
provifions : particularly letters were written 
to the PaiOiwa and his miniftry fully men- 
tioning thefe matters, and Mr. Moftyn was 
ififtrud:ed to affure them of the council's re- 
folutiqn to abide by the treaty of Porounder, 
to explain the necefflty of protecting the fet- 
tlement of Bombay from foreign inyafion, 
and to defire they would giye orders to their 
chiefs dependent on the Paifliwa not to mo- 
left the army in their march, but to fupply 

O 4 then\ 
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them with what afliftance they might ftand 
in need of. 

On the 23d of February i 7 7 8 , refolutions 
having pafled in council for the appoint- 
ment of Colonel Ledie to this command, or- 
ders were iflued in confequence for the troops 
to aflemble on the weftern frontier of the 
province of Ovvde, either at Corah or in the 
neighbourhood of Culpee, as the command- 
ing officer might chufe. 

Each fepoy battalion confifted of leven 
hundred men, rank and file, one captain, ten 
fubalterns Europeans, with the ufual number 
of native officers ; and two pieces of artillery, 
fix pounders, were attached to each battalion. 

The regiment of cavalry confifted of five 
hundred natives, commanded by Captain 
Wray; the body of horfe from the province 
of Owde was compofed of natives of the pro- 
vince of Candahar, and was of the fame 
ftrength : this corps had been in the fervice 
of the late Sujah Dowlah Nabob of that 
province, and was continued by his fon. It 
was commanded by a very gallant officer, 
who was alfo a native of Candahar. 

The 
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The artillery confifted of four light twelve 
pounders, and two howitzers, befides the two 
fix pounders above-mentioned attached to 
each battalion of fepoys : it w;as commanded 
by Major Baillie, one captain, and four fubal- 
teVns, and a company of natives were appointed 
for the fervice of the whole. 

Lieutenant Colonel Fortman was field 
engineer, with an affiftant, a quarter-mafter- 
general and deputy ; and all the other officers 
belonging to the ftafF, and perfons neceflary 
to be employed in the feveral departments of 
ftores and provifions were named and chofen 
by the commander; to whom likewife un- 
limited authority w^as given to order fuch 
ftores, and in luch quantities, as he might 
deem neceflary for that fervice. 

On the 1 2th of April, the firft divifion of 
the troops arrived at their rendezvous at Co- 
rah, where the whole were aflembled on the 
25th, when Colonel Leflie joined. From 
the 5th of May to the 1 8 th, the troops were 
filing off by detachments, with their baggage 
and ftores, to a pafs on the banks of the Jum- 
na, oppofite Culpee. The diftance betweea 
Corah and Culpee is about forty miles ; that 

river 
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river forms the weftern boundary of the do* 
minions of the Nabob of O wde. 

The town and fort of Culpee, which ftand 
on the other fide of the river, are the eaftern 
boundary, of a fmail diftri<St, bordering on 
the Bettwah Nullah*, on the other fide of 
which lies the Bopndelchund country, begin- 
ing at Jaliapoon This diftrifl was poflMed 
by Gungadur Punt, the commander of the 
Mahratto force in that part of Indoftan : he 
had received orders from Nanah to ufe all his 
endeavours to prevent the progrefs of the 
Englifli march. He had with him his bro- 
ther Ballagee,whofe dominions were further to 
thp weft, and through which the route' of the 
detachment lay* This man had great power 
and influence over his brother, and through 
the whole country, his cunning was great, 
and he laid %h^ fcheme of obftru6ling us by 
every way pre^rafely to arms, and to have 
recourfe to thofe when his deception failed of 
fucccfs : in ^:oniequence vaqueels were fent 
from both theie chiefs to Colonel Leflie with 
affurances of cbei<: paailers confent and con- 
currence 



* NuUah is a cut from 4 rmx by vhich grouads ^re 
watered. 



O F B O M B AY, »i^ 

l^urrence to the inarch of the detachment, 
with the promife of a plentiful fupply of 
provlfions through their country^ and Balla« 
jgee adyifed him to go to the Nebuddah by 
the way of Mow, and offered himfelf to be 
his conduftor. Colonel I^flie not yield- 
ing to thefe fpccious appearances, deter* 
mined to proceed warily, for their vaqueels 
were not impowered to conclude any treaty, 
or even tp treat, therefore every thing was 
vague and fufpicious. The governor of the 
fort of Culpee by his behaviour ihewed how 
necelTary caution was, and how little declarati- 
ons were to be relied on. Applipation had been 
Gjade to him for the aid of his boats in pair- 
ing the river ; this he not only refufed, but 
as the workmen were employed in repairing 
thofe which had been coUcdted, a party de- 
tached froijj the fort began to fire on them; 
this was returned by the covering party, which 
with a fe\y rounds froni two pieces of artil- 
lery, obliged them to retire. 

Colonel Leflie fending for the vaqueels, 
who w^ere ftill in pamp, reprelented tp them 
phe treachery of fuch conduit, and at the 
fam« time informed them of his intentions 
to {:rofs the river next day ; the vaqueels 

n^ade 
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made excufes, begged for another day's delay, 
and propofed that he fliould crofs two and 
thirty miles higher up the river ; Colonel 
Leflie rejeded this propofal, adding his 
reafons, with which they feemed perfedtly 
fatisfied, and defired leave to go and inform 
their mafters, promifing to return in the 
evening with an anfwer, which ;iot being 
performed, gave caufe to fufpeft that fome 
oppofition would be made to the paflage of 
the river. 

The next morning, the 19th of May, at 
dawn of day, three battalions of iepoys 
the firft, fourth, and feventh, with their 
artillery arrived at the pafs. The firft 
divifion croffed the river, and immediately 
formed ; Colonel Goddard who commanded, 
feeing fome troops aflembling in his front, 
lent a meflage to their chief, defiring to pafs 
nnmolefted ; the anfwer was, that they (hould 
come on : yet fome fmall bodies of cavalry 
began to fire at a diftance on thofe troops 
that were crofling and forming. This was 
endured, until fome were wounded ; batteries 
which had been placed to cover the landing 
of the troops were then opened, which very 
foon difperfed the enemy. That part of tl>c 

troops 
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troops which had now pafled were ordered 
to advance towards the village of Culpee, 
which was about a mile diftant, and Major 
Fullerton, with the grenadiers, to prevent 
any furprize, was direfted to make a move- 
ment to the left, but rather on their rear, 
both parties direfting their march * towards 
the village, where they were to unite. Ffom 
the place whence the • grenadiers had made 
their movement, the ground they had to pais 
through was broken and uneven, with high 
banks and ravins, and the road fo intricate, 
that, after marching fome time,- they found 
themfelves at a greater diftance from the vil- 
lage than when they firft moved ; they were 
then very brifkly attacked by a body of about 
twelve hundred Mahratta horfe. The men 
behaved with great Ipirit and coolnefs, iu 
particular the grenadiers of the fourth batta- 
lion. They began however to be prefied 
when the other part of that battalion with its 
artillery, fupported by the feventh, came from 
the village to their affiflance, and foon deci- 
ded the conteft. The enemy retreated with 
the greateft precipitation to a fort about fix 
miles diftant, where they had fent their ef- 
feds, and the troops were toQ much fatigued 
to purfue. " A few grenadier fepoys were 

wounded r 
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wounded ; the lofs of the enemy was muell 
more confiderable^ and quiet pofleffion was 
taken of the fort and village of Culpce, which 
they had evacuated. 

This firft a£t of hoftility was foiiowcd by 
another vaqueel from the two chiefs, dif- 
avowing all knowledge of what had paffed, 
promifing to punifh the offenders,- and foli- 
citing friendfliip. Colonel Leflie defirous of 
adhering to the Ipirit of his inftruftions, ac- 
cepted th^ir excufes, propofed terms of agree- 
ment, and while thefe were adjufting, the re* 
mainder of the detachment, with the artil- 
lery, baggage, and ftores, crofl'ed the river* 
^ The terms of the agreement were, that the 
troops Ihould have an unmolcfted paffage^ 
that they fhould be fupplied with provifions 
and neceffaries at a proper price, and that the 
fort of Culpee fhould be kept by art Englifli 
guard, as a fecurity for the performance of 
of the agreement. The poffeffion of it to be 
returned when the detachment had reached 
Chatterpore* 

At this junfture a letter was received from 
the prefident and council of Bombay^ with 
diredions for the detachment to halt until 

further 
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further orders, without mentioning any rea- 
fon for fo unexpefted a meafure : advices of 
this, with an account of the agreement, fol* 
lowed tho(e of the ikirmifh which had beea 
communicated by Colonel Leflie to the Su*« 
preme Council. He informed them at the 
fame time, that as the ground about Culpee 
would not admit of an encampment, without 
great inconvenience, he would move about 
twenty miles further to the banks of the 
Betvvah Nullah, a good fituation, on the fron- 
tiers of the Boondelchuiid country, where h& 
would wait their further diredions. 

The Supreme Council had in the begin- 
ing of May received letters from Bombay and 
Poonah, relating the revolutions in that Dur- 
bar, when Morabah and the other chiefs had 
in all likelihood overturned Nanah and Sac- 
caram, and become the mafters of that go- 
vernment, and afterwards had come to aix 
agreement with them as before related. The 
Bombay council in their letters lamented that 
they Ihould have fy little (hare in the refto- 
ration of Ragobah, and that it ihould appear 
It could be efFe<9:ed without their afliflance. 
Thefe letters gave occafion to debates : a con- 
cluiioa was drawa from them^ that the re- 

eftablifhment 
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eftablifliment of Ragobah was adlually efFeft- 
cd, which event muft totally defeat any 
fchemes the French might have formed, and 
put an end to the negotiations of Nanah with 
them, whereby the further progrefs of the 
detachment became unneceffary. It was there- 
fore propofed, that orders (hould be fent to 
Colonel Leflie to fufpend his march, or if he 
had proceeded in it, to return to Culpee. 
But upon confideration that it did not from 
thofe letters appear that the affairs of the 
company in that part of India were in fuch' 
fecurity as not to require aid, but on the 
contrary that the connexions of the French 
with the Mahratta Durbar were yet fubfift- 
ing, St. Lubin ftill refiding at Poonah, and 
the veflel which brought him into that coun- 
try, and had been freighted for China ac- 
companying General Belcombe inftead of pur- 
fuing that voyage, being a ftrong proof that 
he had entered into the defign, and probably 
had gone himfelf to condu6t or forward the 
negotiation; nor did the revolution appear 
certain, and if it was completed without 
the aid of the Bombav council, the fettle* 
ment could not be permanent ; Ragobah 
could never truft his perfon to his 
new partifans, formerly his enemdes and 

betrayers ; 
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betrayers ; nor could he reft fatisfied by the 
compromife made with Nanali who by his 
counexion with Hurry Furkia, the comman-* 
der of the forces^ muft have an irrcfiftible 
fway, he therefore would truft no friend but 
the Bombay council, who had ever been 
zealous in his caufe; nor would he venture 
to Poonah without the affiftance of an Englifh 
military force, which to obtain, he muft 
grant their conditions. It was proper that 
they (hould have it in their power to aft fo 
conspicuous a part and to keep up to it* 
The reinforcement would give that power, 
and the very idea of it might already have 
had fbme efFe£t in the tranlaftions at Poonah ; 
in fuch a crifis, to recall the detachment 
would alarm friends and encourage enemies : 
upon the whole, if the fervice of it (hould not 
be wanted, nothing would have been loft by 
Its not having marched, and it might be ea* 
fily recalled ; but if once withdrawn, and 
its aid aftejcwards fliould be required, it would 
be too late to afford it. The expedtation of 
Indoftan demanded the profecution of thi? 
meafure. On thelie confiderations it was de- 
termined the detachment ihould proceed. 

P Colonel 
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Colonel Lellie's letter of the ^oth of May, 
giving an account of his paffage, and the 
ikirmiflies he had fuftained, occafioned frefli 
debates in the council. From the oppofifion 
of the two chiefs at Culpee it was concluded 
that the whole march would be thus inter- 
rupted, and that, in prudence, the army 
ihould proceed no further, at leaft till the 
rains were over, as its fcfety (on which that 
of Bengal depended) was hazarded by fuch a 
march from one fide of India to the other in 
fo unfavourable a feafon, and in the face of 
an enemy determined to oppofe it, who, with- 
out ever coming to an engagement, might 
diftrefs, harrafs, ^nd ruin them. It was on 
the other hand coniidered that the diftrifts 
which depended on the chiefs who had com- 
mitted hoftilities, extended but a fliort dif- 
tance from Culpee, that one week would 
bring them to Boondelchund, whole chirf 
' was not fubjeft to the Mahratta empire ; 
the route thence was through Bapaul, whole 
chief, a Patau, though he paid the Chout, 
owned no dependance on Poonah ; that the 
reft of the way lay through the dominions of 
Modagee, whofe power was great, and friend- 
ihip certain. As to rains, experience had 
ihewn that the weather being cooled by 

them 
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them Is more favourable, atid belides during 
that feafon they would be lefs expofed to at- 
tacks of cavalry. It was determined to 
write to Colonel Leflie, approving his con-' 
du£t, warning him to beware of treachery^ 
and not to be induced by any fair appear- 
ance to relax in the oonduft he had propofed 
towards the chiefs of the countries he was to 
pais through ; and directing that he fliould 
give notice to Mr* Moftyn, the refident at 
Poonah, of his proceedings, and all fuch oc-* 
curences as might require explanation to 
that Durbar, or the interpofition of their 
authority to prevent future interruptions to 
his march. At the fame time letters were 
written to the Paifllwa, giving a detail of 
what had happened at the paffage of Jumna, 
declaring a belief that thefe hoftilities were 
not committed by any authority from him 
or his minifters, as they could not have 
arifen from thofe who were on terms of 
friendftiip with the Englilh ; that the necef- 
fity of felf-defence had occafioned the fending 
the detachment, but the moft regular difci- 
pline and friendly conduct had been recom- 
mended to the commander ; and it was re* 
quefted that fuch injundions might be iffued 
to the officers of that government as would 

Pz In 



2ft8 A N A C C O U N T 

in ^future prevent efFedually any thing of the 
like nature. Mr. Moftyn was apprized of 
thefe letters, and direded to aft in confe- 
quence, and regularly to correfpond with 
Colonel Leflie. 

The advice of the order to flopping the 
march of the detachment, by the Bombay 
council, was about the fame time received 
from Colonel Leflie and that prefidency. The 
other part of their letter gave an account of 
the continuation of the uncertainty in the 
Poonah Durbar, and the imperfeft ftate of 
Ragobah's affairs there ; that General Bel- 
combe had returned to Pondicherry ; that 
the fhip Sartine had landed military ftores, 
which were for the fervice of Hyder Ally; 
and that the French were deterred from pro- 
ceeding to Choul by the appearance of the 
Englifti fquadroii. Thefe advices were a- 
ground for a motion in the Supreme Coun- 
cil, that the detachment fhould be recalled to 
the Tiengal fide of the Jumna, for to flay in 
an enemies country expofed the army to 
dangers produ6liveofhoflilities, which might 
bring on a general war, and if they remained 
inBoondelchundjthat country mufl be ruined. 
It was infifled that the principal reafon hi- 
therto 
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therto alledged for this meafure, which was 
the efFed of French negotiation with the 
Mahrattas was vanifhed; for General Bel- 
combe having fent a fliip with warlike ftores 
to Hyder Ally, who was actually at war 
with the Mahrattas, how could French in- 
trigue, if it ever had exifted, have any efFeft ? 
Oh the other hand it was argued, that being 
but thirty or forty kofs from the borders of 
Owde, the army was equally fafe and ready 
either for defence or attack ; and that upon 
confidering the whole context of that part of 
the Bombay letter which related to General 
Belcombe, it was evident that the French were 
deterred from proceeding to Choul, by the 
appearance of our fquadron. That Mr. Mof- 
tyn^s letter mentioned St. Lubin being ftili 
at Poenah, favoured with the fame counte- 
nance, notwithftanding Mr. Moftyn's remon- 
ftrance. It was therefore plain that the fame 
caufe exifted, and there was the fame danger 
from its confequence. On thefe reafons Co- 
lonel Lellie's intention of moving to the Bet- 
wah river for his encampment was approved, 
and he was prohibited from moving further 
until he ihould receive orders to that efFeft. 
The council direfted the officer commanding 

P 3 at 
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zt Culpee to ibetaia the poffeffion of it until 
further orders. 

Terras of agreement having been £iially 
adjufted between Coloiiiel Leflie, and the two 
ehiefe, orders were given for the naarch of 
the firft divifion, oonfifting of the firft, fourth, 
and feventh baittalions of fepoys.,. who fet out 
at two o'clock in the morning, on the 2'd of 
JuDfi, from Culpee. For the firft five miles 
the march was much impeded by the narr,0w- 
Tiefe. of the road, and the very uneven broteii 
grotind of the country, the fece of which 
exhibited a moft fingulac appearance, being 
thickly intenfperled wiith hillocks of conckar, 
in which neither ihrub> or blade of grafs was 
to be feen;. In the language of the country 
conckar litetially tranflated means cinder. The 
matter of which thefe hillocks were qotnpofed, 
fcemed rather of that kind which, we term 
fcoria, fomething like what is thrown out of 
furnaces in which iron ore is fmelted ; the 
difficulties arifing from the nature of ground, 
were increafed by the extreme heat of the 
weather, and a want of water. At feveu 
in the morning they Came to a well, which 
was unfortunately filled up ; at nine, two 
villages a little way to the right and left on 

the 
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the line of march, g^ve hopes of relief, but 
the quantity that could be got from thence 
was fo fmall, and the eagernefs of the troops 
fb great,, that it proved of little benefit. At 
a quarter after eleven they at length reached 
the village of Murgong,' where they found a 
fupply from feven or eight wells, which had 
not been filled up. The diftance from Cul- 
pee to that place was not more than fixteen 
miles. It is to be feared that thefe difficul- 
ties proceeded from want of attention, and 
not having taken even common precautions 
to prevent them. Fortunately this error did 
not prove fo fatal as it was at firft feared ; 
only twenty fepoys, and about as many of 
the followers of the army, funk under the 
fatigue ; a number of European officers fick- 
ened, but all recovered. Captain Crawford 
excepted, who commanded the fourth batta- 
lion of fepoys, whofe lofs was great, and uni- 
verfally lamented. 

On the 5 th of June Colonel Leflie re-^ 
ceived letters from Bombay, countermanding 
the orders before given by them for the halt 
of the detachment, thefe were dated the 4th 
of May ; in confequence he refumed his 
Inarch after a few days reft. 

P 4 The 
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The notice of this countermand was an- 
nounced at Calcutta at the fame time that the 
relation of the march from Culpee was re- 
ceived from the army; this had been pre- 
ceded by private letters, which reprefented 
'the evils attending it, beyond the reality ; 
thefe gave a gloom to the appearance of 
things, which was heightened to defpondency 
by the news of the misfortune of the Britiih 
arms at Saratoga ; a propofal was made in 
council to recall the detachment, but it was 
pot preffed, and the meafure continued. A 
caution was given to Colonel Leflie to avoid 
the route through Malva, where lay the 
country of Sindia, whofe fincerity there was 
room to doubt of, and to proceed direftly 
through Berar, unlefs Modagee fhould refufe, 
which was moft unlikely ; on the contrary, 
there was reafon even to certainty to rely on 
a friendly reception from him, and befides in 
in cafe of a nccelfity of recalling the detach- 
ment, thpy would, in that country be within 
the reach of orders. Soon after, upon the 
news of war commenced v(rith France, orders 
were feqt not to pafs beyond that province 
till further in(lru£l:ions ihould be received 
from the Supreme Council, 
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On the 8th of June the firft divifion of 
the detachment marched to Jetalpoor, where 
the whole joined on the 15th. This is a 
well-built town, it is fituated on the fouth^ 
weft bank of the Betwah Nullah, a pleat- 
ing river, whofe water, perfectly clear, runs 
over a bed of gravel, the depth about two 
feet only, though the banks are remarkably 
high. It takes its rife from a lake called 
Saugree, and after a courfe of about. one 
hundred and fixty miles, empties itfelf into 
the Jumna, near Bibbipour; the country 
through which the army pafled, was open, 
and the roads good, but no trees were feeii 
in ^t. On the i6th, the whole army 
marched towards Chatterpoore, 

Notwithftanding the agreement entered 
Into between Colonel Leflie and the two 
chiefs, before the march frem Culpee, he 
had caufe to fufpect duplicity ; a backward* 
nefs to fulfill the terms appeared in their 
whole conduft, and fubfequent events fhewed 
that the offers made by Ballagee were meant 
to deceive. The principal Rajah of Boondel- 
chund was Amroud Sing, who was of the 
age of fifteen, and had upon the death of 
his father, ^bout fix years before, been by 

the 
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iibe.contrivaneeof the minifters of that prince 
advanced to the fucceffion which they wreft- 
cdr frorti' his elder brother Suniret Sing, a3 
well as ail th« treafure. This junto now 
gbvemed thaB country, with them Ballagee 
had great intereft, and he exerted all his in- 
fluence to the prejudice of the En^ifli, re- 
prefentiag them- as attached to Sunret, and 
hawng a defign to place him in the Jlg^a- 
fldp. Sunret had not lain qUiet ; he had 
a confiderable number of men in his fer- 
vice, and had made feveral efforts to recover 
his right, which to that time had been un* 
iuccefsful; 

On the 2 2d, the detachment had advanced 
to Rheat, twenty- four miles diftant from 
Jetalpoor. Though Colonel Leflie had not 
met with any obilrudlon, his fulpicion of 
the intentions of the Boondelchurid chiefs 
obliged him to move with great caution, be- 
fides which the intenfenefs of the heat oGca- 
iioned fome flownefs. About the 20th of 
June, on the eaft fide of the Belah, the ther'- 
mometer rofe to T02 degrees, and on the 
weft fide to I o 7 and a half : and from the 
middle of May it was not ever lower than 
88 degrees. This made the nights very dif- 

greeable, 
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agreeable, as the ufual remedy of wetting 
the oiitfide of, the teiife could not at that tirne 
be nfed *. 

Colonel Leflie had now received letters 
from Mr. Moftyn, who then was at Poo- 
nah, incloiing paflports, and orders for af^ 
fiftance from Holcar and Sindia in his march 
through their refpeflive territories ; but he 
had alfo received advices of a force being 
colle(3:ed between Chatterpoore and Poonah 
on the banks of the river Gane, where they 
had taken poft under the command of their 
feveral chiefs Ballagee, Amroud Sing, and 
others, • but with what intention was not 
known. 

The troops moved from Rheat on the, 
2 4th, and the 27th reached Seerenagur, forty- 
four miles diftant, a well-built fort of ftone, 
fituated on a commanding height. They 
made halt here till the ift of July, when 
they moved to Mttlherra fix miles fronx 

* Thefe heats are during the reign of the land winds. 
A diminution of them is obtained by keeping the outfide 
of the tent continually wet. Liquors are cooled by wrap- 
ping a wet napkin round the bottle ; and hanging it itl 
the wind : it is remarkable that when the cooling winds 
blQw this method hath not the fame eSed. 

Chatter-f 



23« AN ACCOUNT 

Chatterpoore, Here a meflenger came from 
Amroud Sing with offers to fupply provi- 
fions, if the detachment would take the route 
he fhould direft, which was towards the 
fame parts of the country as had been recom- 
mended by Ballagee, and he concluded by fay- 
ing, they muft not pafs through Chatterpoore. 
The troops halted one day, to give time for 
an anfwer to this meffage, which coniifted 
in repeated declarations of peaceable inten- 
tions, and of the attention that ihould be 
had to the fafety and protedtion of the inha- 
bitants, but that the troops could march by 
no other road than Chatterpoore. 

On the 3d the army marched to Chat- 
terpoore, and encamped fouthward of the 
town, between two hills, having that town 
in the rear, the town of Mow three cofs to 
the weftward, and Rajah Gur about feven to 
the e^ftward. The place was found aban- 
doned by all but very few inhabitants, fome 
of whom were merchants. Three heavy 
contributions had been laid, and partly col- 
lefl:ed from the people, for the purpofe of 
oppofing the march ; and that the Englifli 
fhould not procure any aid there, feveral of 
the richeft merchants had been fent in irons 

to 
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to Rajah Gur, and all were ordered to quit 
the place on pain of the moft fevere military 
execution. 

This hoftile appearance confirmed the in- 
telligence Colonel Leflie received of the dif- 
pofition of the troops in that diftrid under 
their feveral leaders; a party of 700 ca- 
valry, 2000 infantry, with nine pieces of 
artillery were ported at Mow, under the 
command of Hamet Cawn, who was joined 
by Gudd Sing with his force, and was with 
the utmoft diligence repairing and adding to 
the fortifications of that place ; on the road 
to Rajah Gur, about fix miles on this fide, 
they had an advanced guard, and had made 
a fence acrofs the road for their fecurity ; 
thefe were fupported by a party of a thou^- 
fand horfe, and as many foot, polled near 
the fort of Rajah Gur on the weft fide of it, 
under the command of three chiefs ; be- 
tween Rajah Gur and the river Cane Balla- 
gee was ftationed with another body of ca- 
valry and infantry ; and on the other fide of , 
the river, at the bottom of the hills oppofite 
to a pafs four miles from the river, and fix 
from Pennah, Rajah Amroud Sing had taken 
poft with 500 cavalrjr, 4000 infantry, and 

twenty 
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twenty pieces of cannon ; orders had beea 
jfent to the villages round, forbidding the in- 
habitants to fupply the convoy with provi* 
fions on pain of death ; the few remaining 
merchants were ordered to fell oiF their ef- 
fe£ls, and remit the money to the Rajah , 
and then to leave the town immediately. In 
this fituation, on the fourth of July, an- 
fwers were received from Balkgee and Am- 
roud Sing ; that from Amroud plainly ap- 
peared didated by the former, and meant 
only to gain time and amufe till every thing 
was ready for an efFeftual oppofition : as for 
his own it threw off the malk ; in a ftile of 
contempt and indifference, he wrote that the 
detachment might march what road it pleafed ; 
at the fame time he declared to his officers, 
that he had written fo, but that he would 
die on the fpot rather than fuffer it to pafs 
by Sagur, which was the only road now 
left, unlefs they retreated and took the route 
by Janfy, which would have favoured the 
defigns of the two Rajahs, and for that pur- 
pofe had been recommended by Amroud m 
the laft letter fent by him. 

At this junfture two Rajahs of Boondel- 
chund; Gomman Sing and Commaa Sing, 

fcnt 
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fent their Vaqueels to Colonel JLeflie : they 
had formerly been difpoffefled of fome .of their 
territory by the family of Gudd Sing. Balla- 
gee had fummoned them to meet him, in 
confideration of which he promifed a reftora- . 
tion of this territory, but being tardy iii 
the execution of this proraife, they with- 
held their aid, and now folicited alliance 
to gaia the Englifh protection, offering 
plenty of grain which the villages around 
abounded with, and defired fafeguard : Rajah 
Sunret Sing brother of Amroud made the 
like offers of fupplying provifions, and with 
the fame requefl of fafeguards; and this 
chief's Vaqueel having prefled thatihis mafler 
fliould join the Englifh army, Colonel JLeflie, 
that he might by that means not only have 
an increafe of afJiflance, but to fecure Gom- 
man and Comman Sing whowere very much 
attached to him, wrote to him defining him 
to join, and fafeguards were lent to feveral 
villages belonging to thofe Rajahs ; but they 
were immediately driven away by a party 
from the gjirrifbn of Mow^ who, not con* 
tented with this infult, drove off three hun- 
dred bullocks loaded with grain for the 
camp, ^ome of the baggage camels, and 
wounded many of the fervaots and followers 

of 
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of the army. The Candaharjan cavalry wertf 
immediately detached, and came up in time 
to refcue the greateft part of the plunder 
taken. 

It was now plain why Ballagee had re- 
commended the march through Mow, and 
that the fcheme was laid to purfue every 
means of annoying the detachment, and that 
all the moderation hitherto fhewn was with- 
out fuccefs; notwithftanding which, and 
thefe repeated afts of violence, to avoid the 
imputation of having begun hoftilities. Co- 
lonel Lellie determined to wait for an an* 
fwer to his laft reprefentations before he be- 
gun to aft. But intelligence was now 
brought to him, that fome parties had got 
into his rear, on the road he had marched, 
with an intention of cutting off his commu- 
nication with Culpee. This was too foon 
verified, by advices received that Captain 
Monro, coming up with a fmall party to join 
the camp, had been attacked, and after mak- 
ing as gallant a refinance as pofUble, had 
been grievoufly wounded, moft of his party 
killed, all his own, and fbme baggage belong- 
ing to the army, plundered and taken. The 
Candah^rian horfe, and four companies of 

fepoys, 
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fepoys, with a furgeeni Were immediately 
detached in hopes of being in time to fave 
himi but in vain; He had been left fot 
dead in the field ; but a Bramin feeing fbme 
remains of life in him, had given him re- 
fuge in^3 little fort near the place of aftiori^ 
where he remained for two days ; at the end 
bf which fome of thefe barbarians returned^ 
forced hitti frdrii the Bramin, and in cold 
blood butchered him in an adjoining wood; 
His fervant, who had efcaped, brought this 
melancholy account of his matter's fate to 
this detachment which he met on the road, 
and which now returned to camp. While 
they related this cataftrophd, stdvice was 
brought that a party iromi Mow had driven 
off all the cattle for carriage belonging to the 
arnly that were grazing at fbme diftance. 
The picquets of the line^ and all the cavalry, 
Ivere fent in purfuit ; they loon came up 
with the plunderers, and recovered the cattle; 

Calorifel Leflie, finding how unavailing 
all his reprefentations had proved for redrefs 
q( outrages, determined to repel them by 
force, and to diflodge the party under Ha- 
met Cawn from Mow; Colonel Goddard 
was appointed for this fervice, with the fifths 

Q^ fixth, 
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fixth, and feventh battalion of fepoys, their 
artillery, and two twelve pounders. The 
regiment of cavalry under the command of 
Captain Alh marched in the rear, and the 
Candaharian horfe were divided in front and 
on the flanks, at half a mile's diftance, to 
reconnoitre the country, and prevent the 
enemy from receiving any intelligence of the 
party's approach. The rbad was found much 
broken up, andworfe than had been reported: 
this, with a heavy fall of rain, fomewhat 
retarded the march, infomuch that daylight 
appeared when the troops were yet a mile 
diftant from the place. 

Lieutenant Colonel Parker, who led the line, 
direded Lieutenant Lucas to take pofleffion 
of a mofque on the right, which was imme- 
diately executed, under the fire of the enemy. 
From this place they had a full view of 
the town, which flood upon very irregular 
ground afcending and defcending ; it was 
walled round and encompafl'ed by a rampart 
and breaft-work, in thefe there were breaches, 
and one particularly through which ran the 
road. The rampart was commanded by 
high ground behind, being within reach of 
mulketry: on thefe hills the enemy had 

pofled 
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foiled troops, and 011 a hill oppofite the 
breach, through which the road ran, there 
Was a piece of artilleryi 

A large tank of water lay on the right of 
that breach, arid extended along the fide of 
the road ; this, together with hills on the 
left, formed the pafs which led to the en- 
trance of the town : the difficulty of the ap- 
proach through this was increafed by hills in 
front. 

Colonel Goddard with the advanced guard 
marched up the road to attack the breach, 
which h6 entered under, a heavy fire, and par- 
ticularly from the piece of artillery oppofite 
to it, which was very well ferved. One of 
the.tumbrils happening to ftick in the breach, 
feme of the troops perceiving another open- 
ing towards the left, which led to a hill 011 
that fide, filed off, iand gained the hill after 
feme refiftance ; the other part of the troops 
were obliged, by the tumbril {ticking yet in 
the way, to get through the breach by the 
Indian file ^ : three companies of the feventh 
were ordered to attack the heights ; the re- 

* Man by man fingly. 

0^2 mainder 
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mainder of the troops, as they arrived, form- 
ing and fupporting them ; after much dif- 
ficulty from a (harp refiftance, and the 
nature of the ground, which often obliged 
them to crawl on hands and feet, they fuc- 
ceeded, having driven oiF thofe who were 
pofted there ; by this the accefs to the ^own . 
was free. 

Before this could be efTeded, Colonel 
Goddard had puflied on to fecond the attack, 
by forcing the pafs, where he fuftained a 
very heavy fire, and had his horfe fhot under 
him in two places : however he -forced his 
way through the town in purfuit of the fly- 
ing enemy ; he had not advanced five hundred 
yards, when another range of hills prefented 
themfelves, on which the enemy appeared 
with fome cannon. They were foon dif- 
lodged and fled oyer the plain. The Can- 
daharian cavalry had unluckily loft their 
way and were not of any fervice in the 
purfuit, which fell to the fhare of the re- 
giment of cavalry, and would have been 
more efFeftual had the others cona? up. 
On the fide of the Englifti the lofs was in- 
conliderable, being only about fix fepoys 
killed and nineteen wounded; the enemy 

fufFered 
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fuffered very confiderably. Colonel Goddard 
took poflcflion of the place with nine pieces 
of caniioh, with fojtie tumbrils, ftores, and 
attimunition : th(? troops behaved with great 
fpirit and relblution^ This blow had the mofl: 
fortunate efFeft. Ballagee, AmroudSing, and 
the oth^r chiefs called in all their parties, 
croffed the river Cane, and took poft with 
their whole force coUefted on the other 
fide, nearly oppofiilc to Rajah Gur. By this 
retrdat the country round Chatterpoore re- 
mained undifturbed, and the camp was plen- 
tifully fupplied with provifions *^, Defer- 

* The return of the troops compofing the detachment, 
\rtth their ftrvants and followers, feat by CalQQel L,eflie 
from Chatterpoore. 



Cavalry ift regiment 
Artillery 8 th company 
Itrfabtry 6 battalions 
Bead quarters and 

brigade ftafF 
Nabob cavalry 
With the field engineer 

Grand total 



The Bazars or markets, with their neceflary attendants 
for procuring the fupplies of provifions, are not included 
in this; they are eftimated at 12,000. 

As there bath been no want of provifion during the 
^hole march, the nature of the country may be judged of 
from this return, as well as that of an Indian army. 

0^3 tioi^s. 
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tions, which happened about this time, ma<Ie 
an example of feverity neceflary : the exe- 
cution of one fepoy only prevented the evil 
from increafing. Shortly after the fourth 
and lixth battalions of fepoys demanded m 
ai^ irregular manner, an increafe of allow* 
ance, on account as they pretended of the 
high price of provifions : thofe who ap*^ 
peared moft forward were immediately con- 
fined ; the battalions were ordered under 
arms, and on the reprefentations of Colonel 
Goddard, who was fent to them, all appear- 
ance of difcontent ceafed ; and after making 
proper fubmlffion for the irregularity of their 
application, they remained perfeftly fatif- 
fied to wait the decilion of the Supreme 
Council, before whom their claims were to 
be laid, The anfwer from them was a pe- 
remptory fpirited refufal, which had all the 
effe£l that could be defired, as the demand 
was never after renewed. 

« 

The army had now remained inadive 
and undifturbed fince the i oth of July ; 
during that period nothing material appears 
to have occurred ; the letters from Colonel 
Leflie to Calcutta contain only a de- 
tail of negotiations with Amroud Sing, be- 



guij, 
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gun, broken ofF, and renewed, and a roen- 
tipn of fbme obftruftions to his march, from 
the rains and the fwelling of the rivers and 
Nullahs thereby, without any other reafot^ 
given for this delay. 

On the 1 2th of Auguft, the Rajahs Com- 
mon and Comman Sing, who had fo early 
offered their iervice, withdrew from the 
camp with their forces during the night, 
>vithout having given any previous notice of 
their intentions. This fudden defedion was 
ibon found to be owing to the intrigues of 
Amroud Sing ; letters which the elder bro- 
ther Sunret Sing had intercepted and com- 
municated to Colonel Leflie difcovered this : 
he thereupon determined to march towards 
Rajah Our, propofing there to crofs the ri- 
ver, and force Amroud Sing either to come to 
an engagement, or retire. Orders were given 
for the artillery taken at Mow to be deftroy- 
ed, and for the detachment left there to join 
the army, which was effeded on the 1 4th. 

This long halt at Chatterpoore was unac- 
countable. Colonel Leflie had been repeatedly 
warned by the Supreme Council againft tak- 
ing part in the quarrels which the princes 

0^4 or 
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or chiefs of thofe countries throii^ whid^ 
he was to pafs might have in their fariuliesf^ 
gind therefore ought not to have beejx de- 
tained by any proposal m^de by Simret Sing^, 
or other chiefs to obtain his affiftance againft 
Amroud Sing : yet this feems to haye been 
the only obje<9: in his view duriiig* that pe- 
riod. The fuppofitiqn rnpft favourable tp 
him was, that after the unprovoked enmity 
fhewn by Amroud it might feena politic to 
encourage the offer of fri(3ndfliip pf a compe^ 
titor, whiph Tlep, by intimidating the Rajah, 
might change his meafures, arjid inftire fup- 
plies of provifion. Jf his motive went fur- 
ther he was guilty of pofitive dilbbedience : 
in this uncertainty the Supremp Council fu^ 
Ipended their decifiqn upon this part of his 
ponduft, fo little anfwering thejr expedla- 
tions. 

On the 15 th of Auguft th^ army began 
their march towards Rajah Gur, which they 
reached on the 1 7th, the diftance"^ is about 
fwenty miles fropi Chatterpoore. Rajah 
Gur is an antient palace ft! r rounded with 
high walls, handfomely ornamented within 
and without, fituated on the fide of an high 
hill, two miks from the river Cane, a large 

town 
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toivn fpreading itfelf on a plain to the Ibuth'* 
e^fl: of the hill. 

Colonel Leflxe, with the quarter-maftdr 
general, and the advanced guards went to 
view the ground for an encampment as near 
as poffitrle to the river. Upon their appear* 
jince the enemy of the oppofite fide began to 
fire finartiy from fix or feveji pieces of can- 
non ; but without any efiedt, as the troops 
were fpon covered by the advantage of a hol- 
lo^ way. Orders were immediately fent to 
bring up two twelve, two fix pounders, and 
a howjtz : as foon a§ thefe were placed the 
cannonade was returned, and a few carcafles 
thrown from the howitz fet fire to. the huts^ 
which were fpon confumed, and obliged the 
enemy to remove to a greater diftance : ground 
ibr the encampment was then taken, out of 
the reach of their artillery. The river Ciane 
is here very rapid^ full of rocks, large ftones, 
and ftqmps of trees j in the time of the rains 
it is about fix hundred yardis wide, but a few 
days of fair weather makes it fordable in fe« 
veral places. 

While Colonel Leflie was njaking neceA 
fary preparations for the paflage of the river, 

termjf 
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terms of accommodation as ufual were pro- 
pofed by Amroud Sing, a negotiation entered 
into, and hopes entertained that the dilputes 
between the two brothers would be fpeedily 
and finally adjufted* But on the 31ft intel- 
ligence was received that a detachment of 
about 2000 cavalry and infantry, having 
croffed the river, under the command of a 
chief called Puddam Sing, had marched into 
the rear, with ^n intention of cutting off 
the communication with Chatterpoore, which 
he threatened to plunder, if any thing was 
fufFered to pafs through, or was fent from 
thence to the Englifh army, and had ieized 
three or four hundred bullocks loaded with 
grain coming to the camp. 

On the I ft of September Captain Popham 
was detached after him with his battalion of 
fepoys, their artillery, and the Candaharian 
cavalry. In the evening he got intelligence 
of the enemy's fituation ; and early the next 
morning, leaving the battalion with their 
artillery to follow with as much expedition 
as poffible, he advanced with the grenadiers 
and cavalry. About noon he came in fight 
of the enemy, whom he found drawn up, 
and prepared to receive him ; they had dif- 

pofed 
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pofed of their cavalry on their right, and 
their left, which was compofed of their in- 
fantry was covered by a Nullah, and a copfe 
of thick underwood. Captain Popham di- 
vided his cavalry on the right and left of his 
grenadiers, who formed the center, and with 
whom he advanced brifkly on the enemy, 
receiving their fire, and referving his until 
he came 'clofe to their line, when it was 
poured in and repeated with fuch efFe£l that 
they broke ; they were purfued with great 
flaughter for fome miles by the Candaharian 
horfe. Among the flain twenty-four of the 
enemy were found on the fpot where they 
received the firft volley. The lofs on our 
fide was one grenadier killed, four wounded, 
and of the cavalry, two killed, and four 
wounded. Some of the enemy retreated to 
a fort called Gurgunge, which they aban- 
doned in the night ; Lieutenant Tifdale was 
wounded in reconnoitring it. Captain Pop^- 
ham was ordered to remain in that neigh- 
bourhood to watch the motions of the enemy, 
who ieemed to be again affembling. 

A little before this the poffeffion of Culpce 
being now no longer thought • neceflary, it 
was by order of the Supreme Council given 

up, 
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Up, and th6 Englifli guard withdrawn : this 
feetiied for a Iittl6 fpac€f to havi^ reconciled 
Bdllagec; but the impedittierifs thtoWn in 
the way of the detafchment Ihewed his infin- 
(terity, and how little was to fee expefted 
from any negotiation with him, or with any 
of the chiefs under his influence ; a& Am- 
toud Singes minifters were fo, it was vain 
to hope that he would conclude any eflfedual 
treaty, efpecially when one of the terms re- 
quired was a provifion for his elder brother, 
by yielding him a part of his dominion, yet 
he continually lent meffages of accommo- 
dation. It was plain the end fought was 
delay, this w^ feen through, but the de- 
lay muft have taken place from the great 
rain which fwelled the rivef, and made 
it necefFary to provide boats and rafts for 
the pafTsge, a:nd even then Colonel Leflie 
thought the rapidity was fuch, that he waited 
a day or two longer. He now received let- 
ters from the Rajah of Bcrar Moodagee 
B:ofla, prefling his march to theNeri5u<idah, 
containing the moft friendly offers, and in- 
forming him that he had fent a perfon of 
confidence t6 meet him on the banks of that 
rivcf, where 'he would find every thing pre- 
pared for his prefeht occafions, and that fur 
ture accomnaod^tions ihould be furniflied 

' through 



OF BO M 5 AY.. ?5^ 

through his jlominionSf Iii the fajcpe letter 
Mgoaagfie lexpreffed with waFipth the great 
fatisfadion he felt in the hopes of foon 
feeing }/[v, Elliott, who was then on the 
road to Berar : but unfortunately the publip 
were deprived of his fervices and abilities at 
this critical jun£lyre. 

He was leized on the 4th of September by 
a bilipus fever, and inflammation of the liver^ ' 
whigh frorn the beginning had piortal 
fymptoms. The firft account of his iilnefs 
was written by Mr. Farqvhar his fecretary ; 
this letter was datt^d O.n the bank of a Nul- 
lah, two cofs to the eaftward of Serinagur, 
the 9 th of September : from the lame place 
J letter of the 13th, gave the mejlancholy 
accow.nt of his death ; thefe advices were re* 
ceived at Calcutta the 5 th of 0<3;ober. Some- 
thing of the character of this excellent man 
hath been already mentioned : much was 
expeded ffoni his parts and talents qultivated 
with unremitted diligence before be went to 
India, byt as if the approach to the fun ha4 
brightened the flame of genius, he appeared 
fit for any yijdertaking, alnc»oft immediately 
after h}s arrival there. This could npt efcape 
Mr.H^afUngs who cheriflied and trufl^d him ; 

during 
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during a fhort refidency in Europe in the 
year 1776 his penetration, fagacity, and 
difcretion, anfwered fully his friend's expedta- 
tions, who found the effe£l of them at his 
return* 

About the fame time as the letters from ; 
Moodagee were received , there came fbme from 
the Nabob of Bopau 1 , through whofe terrif oties 
the route of the detachment lay in the way 
to the Nerbuddah : they were in the moft 
friendly ftrain. Advice of thefe letters was 
fent by Colonel Leflie, who at the fame 
time mentioned the conclufion of tteaties 
in his own name, and that of the Company 
with the feVetal Boondelchund chiefs, the ne- 
gotiation for which had lafted fb long ; yet 
he was fufpicious of Ballagee through whdfe 
territory he was to pafs. 

The death of Mr. Elliot was of the niofl: 
fatal Confequence, there was not any perfoii 
who could well fupply his place, he poffeffed 
the entire confidence of the governor general, 
and was looked on in that light by Moodagee i 
a few days would have brought him to his 
court, where every thing might have beea 
fettled before the arrival of the detachment. 

Now 
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Now a length of time muft have paffed be- : 
fore another perfon could be properly in- 
ftruded and reach Berar. 

The paft condu6t of Colonel Leflie, on 
whom this negociation muft immediately de- 
volve, did not promife great fuccefs ; he had 
been from the beginning of April to the 
middle of September performing what might> 
have been done in two weeks, having met 
but a trifling refiftance, and no caufe of delay 
appearing, but fettling difputes and making? 
treaties in the families of the princes through 
whofe country he had pafled, exprefsly con- 
trary to repeated inftrudlions. The governor 
general was greatly embarrafled ; , he pro- 
pofed, after muc^ dpubt in his own mind, to 
let mattersJftattdr for fojtn^ time as they were, 
without fubftituting anj^-perfon in the place 
of Mr. Elliot, and wait to fee what courfe 
Moodagee would take, and whether he would 
renew his applications : all his letters had 
fliewn a defire, and even impatience, to enter 
upon the bulinefe Mr. Elliot was charged 
with ; the reafons which induced him to 
follicit an alliance with the Englifti fub- 
fifted ; it was therefore proper at that time 
to write to Moodagee, only mentioning the 

misfortune 
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misfortune is^ch had put A flop to tfacif 
iicgotiation, and defiring for the prefent 
his affiftance for promoting the march of 
the detachment to its deftiiiatioiii This oc- 
cafioned a renewal of altercations in the 
council : the debates in their confultations 
extend to whole volumes* This difference 
of opinion arofe from the different prin* 
ciples on which the members reafonfed : thofe 
adopted in the beginning of the preient admi- 
niftration invariably influenced the opinions 
of one part of it upon every occafion ; peace 
had been recommended from England as the 
great object, therefore nothing that could 
by any means tend to interrupt it was to be 
admitted : confequently the fcheme of ex- 
tending their alliance to the different ftates 
of that r^ion was dangerous ; intermeddling 
in their affairs upon any difputes, either in- 
ternal or between one ftate and another^ per- 
nicious ; all afts in confequence^ difobedi- 
ence to the orders of the Directors ; of coiirfe 
every meafure for that purpofe was to be op- 
pofed. On the other hand the governor 
general and Mr* Barwell were of opinion ^ 
that to make the Englifh nation considerable^ 
and give its eftablifliroent {lability, it 
was neceffary to extend its influence ; ta 

have 
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have coiincclions with all the princes of In- 
doftan, which (bould make them look up to 
it as the preferver of th^ir lefpeftivc indepen- 
dence from that power, under ^whofe preffure 
they had groaned lb long. This fyftem hath 
already been detailed. From this difference 
of lyftems rofe a difference of opinions upon 
every political anci military matter, not only 
on the firft mention of the plan> but on 
each operation neceffary in the execution of 
it. Upon the firft advices from Bombay of 
the commotions in the Durbar of Poonab^ 
the feconding the defig^s of that council to 
take - advantage of thofe diftraftions was re- 
probated by that part of the council; the 
project of fending the detachment acrofs the 
peninfula was called impradicable and fruit- 
lefs, immoderate in expence, and produftive 
of war with every natiqn in India ; the al- 
liance with Berar, a mcafure unneceflary, 
and .big with mifchief. Nor was the danger 
froni French influence, or the probability of 
an attack upon ' Bombay by an expedition 
from the iflands,' or other arrangements be- 
tween the Mahrattas and that nation, looked 
on as real, the conjectures were on the con*» 
trary fide : on the other hand, the governor 
general grounded his fentiments and formed 

R hi§ 



258 AN ACCOUNT 

his propofed fchemfes, not only on conjecture, 
but information which, he coudd depend upon 
of the reality of the French minVftera defigns. 
From fuch difFerenca of opinion rofe pa- 
petual altercations: the prefent; misfortune 
which fufpcnded the negotiation for an al- 
liance with Moodagee was a grauod to ifup- 
pole an annihilation of the projeft, and 
therefore to objed vo the letter propc^cd, and 
to move that the whole fcheme ihouU be 
difcontinued. The news received; af the de- 
preffion of Ragobah's party at Poonahj the 
fufpenlion of action at Bombay, witiwi^any 
communication &-om them of any iittuzb 
plan, and above all the £ital deila^ o£ ttas 
detachment having been upwards of fooir 
months from their croffing the Jumna to the 
^anks of the Cane, were flrong arguments 
lor its recall; for as that diilance-'was not 
above one hundred and twenty mile*, at that 
rate, in what time was the detachmciit likely 
to arrive at Bombay? even ejflclu&ve of any 
check or delay to which it- might be estpofcd 
from oppofitiwi by enanjes, it nwift .'be a 
twelvemonth: -how then could they be ufo- 
ful -againft prelent danget's ? Th^efoK ad- 
mitting itneodiary to flrengtben - Bombay 
*^ " '- . - _ iagainft 
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igainft an iiiv^ifiott^ it temained to be proved 
that the detachnxent, in its intended route, 
ivould arrive there in time to anfwer the 
end propofed : and it was alledged that a 
more lafe method might be purfued by fend- 
ing a detachment of General Munro*s armjr 
from Madras ; which might be ipared, as the 
fate (^ Pondicherry muft by that time be dc^ 
ci^di by its being taken, or the defign given 
over : and if this muft be replaced, it might 
be done by the force in the northern circars ; 
which again, if neceflary^ might be replaced 
from bengal ; that mode was liable to fewer 
d)je£tions than any other, being fimple and 
eafy in its execution. 

To all dbis it w^s anfwered, that although- 
the de9(h of Mn £llibt derived them of the 
advantage exp^ed from his abilities and 
the plenitude of his commiiSon, fome advan- 
tage yet remained ; that the powers of tlie 
Mahrattas andtheJDecan were to be counter- 
pdlfed l>y alliances, which might disjoin the 
ftates coropofing them, and uliite fame of 
them to the Engliih ; that the iuterefts of 
Beng^ and Bahar naturally led to fuch an 
union ; that a fuijpenfion of that alliance did 
not annihilate the reafons ca which it was 

R a originally 



26o A N A C C O U NT 

originally grounded, or render the march of 
the detachment unnecelfary : that future events 
were not to be judged of by paft errors, and 
a fuppofition that they would be fufFered to 
continue : that the march of the detachment 
might have been made from Culpee to the 
banks of the Cane in ten days i that what- 
ever fervice the detachment might ad iti 
hereafter, whether for the reftoration of Ra- 
gobah, or in refifting a French invafion, or 
be recalled at a future period, the prefent 
continuation of its march was proper: that 
until the crhis which fliould determine its 
ultimate deftination, its fituation in Berar 
was central to all the Englifh iettlements ; 
it might be a check to the Poonah govern- 
ment if only meditating, or a defeat to de- 
iignsi if already formed by them. Aa to the 
propofal of fending troops from Madras, it 
was liable to yet more objeftions than had 
been urged againft the march from Culpee. 
True, that in a right line, the diftance of each 
of thofe places from Bombay was nearly the 
fame ; but the 'route from Madras muft be 
traced along the coaft tothefouth, and round 
the country of Travancore to Anjengo, and 
from thence, eitiier by a dangerous navigation 
along the Malabar coafl, or contiuued by 
land 
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land through the dominions of Hyder Ally ; 
whereas the road from Culpee deviated but 
a little from the right line, fo that with fu- 
perior difficulties the former would exceed it 
in length almoft one third, befides having 
marches of other troops to re.pUce thofe fp 
detached from the Carpatic, 

In confequence of thefe arguments it was 
rcfolved that Colonel Leflie Ihould profecute 
his march in conjuuftion with the troops of 
Moodagee, if he chofe to join the detacli- 
ment with any, and that he fliould obey the 
orders of the preiidency of Bombay for his 
deftination ; with a difcretionary power to 
fufpend bis march aftep his arrival in Berar, 
if Moodagee did not join him with a force, 
or if he did not receive orders from Bom- 
bay : and letters were to be written to that 
council, informing them of theie orders, and 
to defire that either upon their former plan, 
IF fubfifting, or any new for the rcftoration 
of Ragobah under the conditions before fti- 
pulated, or the neceffity of repelling a French 
invafion, which (hould require the progrefs 
of the detachment, even without the junc- 
tion of any other power in alliance wdth 
them, in aiiy fuch cafe only to command it 

R 3 to 
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to advance, The debates on this fubjecS were 
further continued, and at laft ended m n xe» 
folution to recall Colonel Leflii. 

This was notified to him in a letter dated 
the 15 th of 0£tdber, wherein they alfo dif' 
avowed the treaty he had made with the Ra- 
jahs of Boondelchund, as made in direfl; viola-r 
tioh of their orders, and he Was commanded 
to deliver over the charge of the detachment- 
to Colonel Goddard, or the officer next in 
command, and to repair without lofs of time 
to Calcutta, to give an account of his con- 
dui5t. Letters were a!fo written to Colonel 
Goddard, inclofing copies of the iiiftru^ons 
which had been given to Colobel Lefiie, and 
repeating the feveral diredions which had 
been given hinj, as well in relatiorl td his 
march, and the orders of the Bombay coun- 
cil, as to his tranfa^ions with the Bajah of 
Berar, and a particular injunftion to recall 
any defachpieiit that fhould have been made 
from the main body^ aftd ?o kee^ riie 
whole together, 

Colonel Leflie's death had, before this, 

put an end to all enquiries ; he had at laft 

given orders for the march oii the 28 th of 

September, 
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September, but oij tj^ajt very day. he w^s 
£^{ed by i bilious fe^cr^ of which he die(J, 
the 3d of OSpbqr. By this event the conj- 
matid habd already devolved on Colonel God* 
dardy a man whole abilities have fhewn him 
equal to aiiy undertakings He immediately 
gave . notice of Cf^lonel Leflie's death, and his 
intention to march on with all poilible dif^ 
patchy, as foon as he (hould, from the papers 
of the deceafed, have got information of the 
intentions of the board relative to that fer- 
vice, and taken his, meafures thereon ; all 
which required but very few days. 

Agreeably to thefe promifes the detachment 
marched from Rajah Gur ofi the 8 th, and 
on the 1 2 th arrived at Goorgunge, a diftance 
of thirtyrfeven miles, baying left the coun- 
try in perfedt peace, and the Boondelchund 
chiefs profeffing amity towards each other, 
and rd(p»3: and friei>d(hip to the Englifh na- 
tion, wbofe power in ^ms they had felt. 
The army was plentifully fupplied with 
every neoeflary for its fupport and conve-» 
liience. 

Ballagee's territory begins about Goor- 
gunge, from whence the detachment marched 

R 4 on 
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on the 1 4th ; on the 1 6th they arrived at 
Coutnee Nullah, where they halted two 
days. Whilft in this camp,^ a party of va- 
gabonds, profeffing to be a religious order, 
well known in the eaft by the name 
of Pandarums, about three hundred in 
number, got into the rear of the Englifli 
army, and drove off two elephants, and 
fome camels ; this was part of a body of 
* two thoufand who were in the neighbour- 
hood. Thole banditti are the peft of India, 
roving about the country in great : bodies, 
fon^etimes begging, but oftner plundering 
and otberwife diftreffing the poor inhabitants. 
Four companies of grenadiers, and a party of 
cavalry were immediately fent after thefe 
pilferers, whom they foon overtook and re- 
covered the plynder, killing about twenty in 
the purfuitt 

• * 

On the 1 8th, the troops moved and 
reached Heerapour, a march of about five 
miles only, owing to the difficulties of the 
road, and of a pafs, which the rear guard, 
baggage, and artillery could not get ti^ough 
yntil the 19th in the evening. 



On 
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On the 20th, a Vaqueel came fi;om Balk- 

,gee with. a propofal to Colonel Goddard not 

:to take the intended route by Sagur, repre- 

fenting it would be attended with great lofs 

and inconvenience^ as the inhabitants would 

abandon the city on . the approach of the 

troops, that there was another road as good, 

and but little out of the way, adding the 

ftrongeft affurances that if this requeft was 

^complied with, the detachment fliould not 

meet with the leaft obftrudion in its march, 

hut be plentifully fupplied with prpvifions^ 

Colonel Goddard, fatisfied that his compli- 
ance was moft likely to. forward the great 
objedb of the prefent fervice, which was dif^ 
patch, and being well informed that the road 
propofed was as prafticable, and but fourteen 
miles longer, granted this requeft, without 
abating any thing pf his ufual vigilance and 
precaution, being ever on his guard againft 
the defigns of a man whofe chaya^Sler was 
made up of fraud and deceit. 

From the time the army left Rajah Gur, to 
the 20th of Odlober, the country they had 
IP pafs Wgs broken and mountainous and the 

roads 
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roads bad. Every thing now began to wear 
a better appearance, the country was open, 
fine, and well-cultivated. The ficknefs which 
ever in fonie degree accompanies the rainy 
feafbn was vanished, and all breathed the 
Ipirit of their general. 

On the aift the march was refvimed, and 
on the 28th the troops arrived at Mallowa, 
a large town belonging to Ballagee, 51 miles 
diftant from Heerapour: here they halted 
until the I ft of November, on which day 
they reached Kimleffah. This is a large 
fort and ftrong citadel belonging to Ballagee, 
and there it was fuppofed he had depofited 
all his treafures which he had brought from 
Sagur. The fort is fituated on a hill, the 
walls are buik of hewn ftone, without any 
cement ; the citadel oa the higheft part of 
the hill commands the whole;- the ramparts 
of tlits are very ftrong, built of ftone, and 
laid in mortar, This is the firft town of 
note in the province of Maiava, the bounda- 
ries of which begin fome miles on the eaftern 
fide of it. 

On the 4th of Novembw the detachment 

arrived a^ Kourney, diftant from Kimleffah 

twenty-fevera 
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tWenty^feven mil^* At this village ends the 
territory properly belongbg to Ballagee, aad 
a i^li diftrid: begins, called the Bilfah 
Country, belonging to Sindia, but holden 
for him by a Patau chief* 

Hitherto Ballagee feemed to have kept to 
the t^ntis of his laft agreement; but it was 
in hope of lulling Colonel Goddard into a 
degree of fecurity, which he flattered hinafelf 
he might take advantage ; for on the laft day*s 
march, when the army was nearly out of his 
confine$, he fuddenly appeared in their rear 
with a body of 50Q0 cavalry, and made an 
attack on the baggage, but without the leaft 
effeft ; a ftrong rear guard, with the good 
order and difpofition of the troops, prepared 
againft all furpri^, left him nothing but the 
diigrace of the attempt, and of a repuiie 
with the lofs of fbme men. This conduct 
was equally perfidious and unmerited, as the 
Ari^eft care had been taken to prevent the 
)troops in .their j^flage from doing any da* 
mage to his country, which difcipline w^s 
produ<9:ive of this good efFefl, that none of 
the villages in the line of march were for- 
fefeeo by the inhabitants. 

The 
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The chief of the Bilfah diftri^ having 
agreed to the paffage of the detachment 
through his country, they marched on the 
9th, and arrived at Burfeah, near which his 
territory ends, on the 15th. 

During this laft march, which was the 
length of fixty miles, Ballagee's troops, 
whofe numbers were increafed to near 
1 0000, every day appeared, and ceafed not 
harraffing our rear. At night they retired to 
fuch a diftance as made a furprife impraftica- 
ble. They failed in every attempt, nor 
were they able even to retard the march. 

On the t7th the army marched from 
Burfeah, and entered Bopaul Tollaw, the 
territory of the Nabob Hy at Mahomet Cawii, 
a Patan. This country exhibited the good 
efFefts of peace, and a wife government ; the 
villages are numerous, and inhabited by peo- 
ple who feem to live in eafe and plenty ; they 
are well clothed, and their houfes in good 
condition. 

Iflam Gurr, or Iflamabad, which is eigh- 
teen miles from Burfeah, is the firft town of 
note : it is large and populous, and hath a 

fort 
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fort built of ftbne. The nabob is rich, hav-- 
ing a jagKire, which produces nine lacks a 
year, and befides rents from the Mahratta 
government, which amount to fourteen lacks 
more. , • 

lOh the 20th the arrriy reached the capital 
of this province which bears its name. It is 
lituated dn the fide of a hill, and defcends to 
a lake whofe extent is ttn miles ; the walls 
of the town are nine miles *tri ckcumference; 
the inhabitants are of a fairer complexion 
than is ufiial in India ; their hoiifes are built 
of ftone and mofHj good J every thing <peaks 
happinefs - and' gentle adrbiniftration. Pro vi- 
lions aire abundant ; they were much cheaper 
than they had bden found in any part of 
the march. ^ The force of this chief amounts 
to 7000 men ; he hath a cohfiderable artil- 
lery, and a great number of firelocks. The 
fort is commanded by a hill to the eaftward, 
which is a hard rock ; the upper part of the 
fort is alfo on a rock, without a ditch ; the 
ratnpart of hewn ftone laid in mortar. 



i I 



' It was found neceflary to halt there a few 
days to colled proyifions, and make other ne- 
ceflary preparations for the march to Hufl- 

nahbad 
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tiahbad Gaut, p^ the bapks of the Nerbuddalii 
The conduft of the nabpb was in ev^ry re* 
fpe^ pcrfe^Hy jigrepabje to ^is friendly deck- 
ration^ t Ballag^, in revenge for a behaviouf 
lb contrary to his views, had entered his do? 
minions and plundered Ibme of his villages} 
l>ut fur thefT outrages w^re flopped by a fpirited 
piefTage from the n^bob, declaring if he did 
not give OYQT fhe purfuit and inflantly quit 
]the couintry, he w9uM march agahift him 
with all his fqrfe* ; 

Qn the'^7.th, thcf det?cli|nent r^un?e4 it% 
paarch : theiirA two days proved tolerably 
gQp4> <3hd ftl^ countxy fertile and varied ^ bu£ 
^he third^nd fourth, qm whic|^ they readied 
iht Nerbuddah, prefented a vaiiety pf 4ii$cul- 
jtie^b ^^om the niuziber of na^ripw jgafies and 
birelceu roads^ which wiere : fucb a3 ^lothing 
bi^tincei^t labour could have conquered^ 
The whole diftance was forty-fix miles* 
Colonel Goddard givea the l%hef]: pr^^ to 
ihe ^itited exertioqs of his n^en d^ing this 
whole mf^rch. and the chearfutnef^ with 
which they went through their unGominon 
^tigue* ' 



a^^ 
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• On the 30th (hey reach^ Huffii;ihha4 

Gaut ; the Nerbuddah at this place is not 

broader than the Jumna at Culpee ; the 

banks not fo .high ; the ftream is gentle and 

clear ; a . fandy bottom, interr^ixed with 

rocks; the hills are Very high on the north 

fide,. 9nd within a mil^ and a half of the riT* 

ver. On the fouth they appear ,abpjit fty; 

miles difiant; the. ground between oki both 

fides a thick ijnden^od.; the river rwns 

E. and N» E. The difl^nice froip Rajah 

Gur tp. the banks of the Neribuddah at HuflP- 

nahbad ib two hundred and eigh^yrei|ght 

iPil^s. Fourteen miles to the ibuthward 

t«f thp JNFerbuddah is thiP province of Berar* 

We.fliall now return tq the operations pf 
the Supreme Council. Froiji the previpu^ 
knowledge which the governor geneml had 
of Colonel Gk)ddard's abilities and diictetion^ 
aad as it lappea^red from his letters that he 
ihould be in a: fhort tirpe in Berar^ he on the 
16th ofNovemib^f 1 77?, prqpofed in coun- 
cil thiat » the periba in who^ ppfifffipn jre^ 
isaiofid ibe papers of . Mr- ^Uipt^ vvhich h? 
haidicai^ed to bp ^ealfd »p oil the h^njning 
of bis illod^y fiatoi|]d;de]iver tbeiQ to Colone^ 
OocUand^ and that h^ ftyould be dl^n^dted 

' carry 
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execution the infiru<£Uons given M 
t, and negotiate and conclude a 
I the Rajah of Berar, as if they had 
nally given to him. This, after 
fition, was reiblved; and letters in 
;e were written, and at the iame 
inftruftions communicated to the 
f Bombay. Mr. Farquhar who 
iccount of Mr. Elliot's death did 
jrvive his friend ; the care of the 
olved on Mr. Anderfon, who by 
s defire was gone to him at Nag- 
ing his journey a fevere illnefs had 
prince, he had been ibme days de- 
d his life fo far defpaired of, that 
:ording to the cuftom of the Gen- 
taken frofti his cott and ftre'tched 
)uud, there to expire : when Mr. 
irrived, a favorable crifis had re- 
, but fuch was the weaknefs which 
r left, that his health returned 
Y : whllft he was recovering, he 
:he letters he liad rec«ved from 
oddard, announcing the death of 
sflie, and the preparations making 
y march to Berar ; a copy of his 
d the 23d of November, which 
;red to Mr. Anderfon, that he 
mi^t 



OF BOMBAY; 273 

tiilght fend it to the governor general, was on 
the 2ift of December read in confultationi 
It began with informing Colonel Goddard 
that Lalloo Jaddoo Roy, who had been fent 
to the Nerbuddah to receive Colonel Leflie^ 
and after waiting five months in vain expec* 
tation of his arrival, had been obliged by fick- 
riefs to return to Nagpoor, fhould now ad- 
vance two or three days journey to meet hint 
and inform him of the fituation of thd armies 
of the Decan^ and all other matters* That 
the death of Mr* Elliot had fufpended all 
negotiations and fchemes until the arrival of 
letters from Calcutta, or of a perfbn of confi- 
dence to fupply his place ; that as the greateft 
friendfhip fubfifted between him and the go- 
vernor general, he could have no objeftion to 
the army's crofling the Nerbuddah and enter-* 
ing his dominions, where every accommoda- 
tion fhould be provided ; that the warmth of 
friendfhip not allowing diffimulation or re- 
ferve, it was incumbent on him to commu- 
nicate what he had learned^ and his fenti* 
tnents on every matter; that the delay of 
five months which Colonel Leflie had em- 
ployed in fettling the affairs of the Boondel- 
chund country was impolitic and prejudicial 
to the defign of the expedition ; that it fur- 

S nifhed 
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nlflied Ballagee an occafion of accufing him 
at Poonah, of creating difturbances, and 
nieditating the redu6tlon of that province, 
theucc to proceed in a hoftile manner 
againft the Paiftiwah ; whereby the chiefs 
alarmed raifed troops, and Ballagee received 
orders frona Poonah, and Sindia and Hol- 
car had likev^^ife affembled armies ; that 
the Nizam being in ftridl league with the 
Paifliwah, had ftationed troops in different 
paflcs and gauts. That he had defigned on, 
the arrival of Mr. Elliot to have with him 
formed a plan to enfure a free and unmo- 
lefted paffage to Bombay ; one part whereof 
was, that both Mr. Elliot and he fhould, in 
letters to Poonah, allure that government 
that the detachment was not intended to be 
hoftile to them, or to meddle in reinftating 
Ragobah ; that it was meant folely to proteft 
the Englifli fettlements againft the French, 
between whom and Britain war was declared : 
he then mentioned the fubftance of the go- 
vernor general's letters to him fince the death 
of Mr. Elliot, *' whereby he was requefted 
*' to inform him of fuch points as he wiflied 
" for the purpofe of eftablifhing a firm union 
*' and folid friendlhip between them, on the 
** ground of reciprocal and equal benefit ; 

** that 
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" that the prefent time furnifhed an opportu** 
** nity for this, that the detachment would 
^* (bon enter his dominions, that it Was ad*- 
vifable to ftrengthen it with a body of hift 
forces ; he waited impatiently to be made 
acquainted with his opinion, on which to 
" form his ultimate refolutions.*' On this 
letter he remarked, that to form fuch a plan, 
and eftablifli fuch an union, required time, 
and a long communication by letters ; that 
the immediate junftion of a body of his 
troops could produce no good efieft, but 
might excite jealoufies in the Paifliwah and 
the Nizam, and expofe his dominions to ra* 
vage; he therefore fhould wait for a reply 
from Calcutta with the opinion of the gover* 
nor general, and he defired the Colonel to ad*- 
vife him of whatever plan he fhould adopt 
for an unreferved communication between 
them, " as fuch between friends is highly 
** comnaendable and approved by God/* 

In a poftfcript he mentions the danger 
there may be from the troops of Sindia and 
their defultory manner of fighting, and re* 
commends remaining on the banks of the 
Nerbuddah till he fhould receive letters from 
Calcutta, and to write to the Paifhwah, de- 

S 2 daring 
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clariag p^^ceable intentic^nj, and tfeiat he wlH 
not m any ro^jftner a<Iift Ragob^h. Thl^ as 
well ^s the letter, l>r?sths the IJtrpngeft friend- 
(hip fox the gov^rj0pr geaeral> Th^ words 
are remarkablf^ ** I a^n induced .lt)y fr iea<cj(hip 
^< to give yo.u this intelligeAoe, (qs toy heart 
^« is pained at the apprehenfio^i oif your ex- 
*< periepcing zny Hi?,s4Qrt;vuie, aud to return 
*^ wov.ld leflen the t^rroj of yow^ virms, and 
^< giv? diCpleafurp to Mr. Haiftiegs, 

Upon this ktt^r^ tWQ quefiions arofe, 
1 ft, Whether it did not appear that Mocd^ee 
was diiinclined to join Coloael Goddard, ,or 
<:o-operate in any enterprize againft the Poor 
nah goyernment. ad^ Whether it did not ap- 
pear to be the opinion of Moodagee that Cor 
lonel Goddard, proceeding on his inarch, 
WQuld expofe the detachn^ent to the greateft 
difficulties 'and dangers. 

But thefe queftions were looked on as pre- 
jnature : for the letters written by Moodagee, 
upon his hearing of Mr^ Elliot's death and 
received qi\ the 12th of November, contained 
the moft preffing injftances that the intended 
uegociation fliould. proceed, and miglat be 
committed to the charge of Mr. Farquhar ; 

on 
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on the 1 6th it had been refolved to charge 
Coloftel Goddard with this negociatiou, and 
on the 23d, notice was given of it to Moadagee ; 
now from that prince's writing the letter re- 
ceived an the 1 2th of November upon his 
firft notice of Mr. ElKot's death, to his no- 
tice of Cdlonel Goddard's being fiabftituted 
to him, (during whicK interval alfo happened 
his iicknefs) he mufl: have been in utter un- 
certainty; it was therefore proper to await 
the letters he Ihould fend after his having 
learned . that chafige. In confequence, the 
queftioii$ received a negative. 

That no precaution tending to enfure the 
fuccefs of the detachment ihould be omitted, 
as from the delay before Colonel Leflie's 
death there might have been fome dimi- 
nution of their numbers ; two battalions 
of fepoys Udder the command of Major 
Carnao, an experienced officer, who had a 
thorough knowledge of that country, were 
fent to the weftern frontier, there to 
wait the direftions of Colonel Goddard, 
cither for a jundlion with his detachment, 
for (he protection of Nagpoor, or for pre- 
ftrving the communication with Bengal, as, 

S3 fhould 
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ftiould be by him judged mt)ft conducive 
to the end of the expedition. They fet out 
the 4th of Janwary 1779. 

In the mean time Colonel Goddard was 
proceeding ; on the i ft of December, the firft 
and fourth battalion of fepoys croffed the Ner- 
buddah in boats. On the next day, the 
paffage of the whole army was efFefted, a 
place having been found where the river was 
fordable. As it was probable the troops 
might remain feme time in their encamp- 
ment, great care was takep to chuie au 
healthy fituation. 

It 

Imniediately after croffingthe Nerbuddah, 
Colonel Goddard was met by the confidential 
perfon whom the Rajah of Berair had pro- 
mifed to fend to him ; his converfation, 
though declarative of the moft friendly difpo- 
fition, turned fingly on the means of recon- 
piling the Poonah Durbar to the march of 
the detachment : as no mention was made of 
any further views, fpn^e other mode of com- 
municatioii was neeeflary ; the diftance from 
the camp to Nagpore being two hundred miles, 
was too great for the Colonel to go in perfoi), 
unlefs he were affured that the intentions of 
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the Rajah were perfedlly favorable, in the feveral 
points on which he was empowered to treat ; 
he therefore, that no time (hould be loft, fent 
Lieutenant Weatherftone, fully inftrudted in 
every point relative to thofe matters : he an- 
fwered the truft repofed in him, acquitting 
himlelf of his comrciiflion with great ability. 
He found that a fpirit of caution and circum- 
fpeftion directed the councils of Moodagee, 
and that he wifhed all further proceedings 
fliould be fufpended until a full fettlement 
between him and the Supreme Council was 
completed ; that the difputes in which the 
Poonah Durbar was involved with Bombay, 
and the part taken by thefe in favour of Ra- 
gobah, was an obftacle to the commencement 
of any aftive operations : at the fame time 
there was no doubt but his inclinations to 
theEnglifti were really friendly, and that po- 
litical motives, as well from his future views 
as from the vicinity and fituation of his do- 
niinions, in regard to the Englilh pofleffions, 
niuft determine him to keep that line. Thefe 
confiderations convinced Colonel Goddard 
that there was not any profpeft of an imme- 
diate conclufion of fuch an alliance as was 
aitned at in the inftruftions given to Mr. 

S 4 Elliot; 
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JiUiot ; he therefore determined his- courfo 
of a^ion by the events of the tiqaes* 

He had, agreeably to the orders of the Su-^ 
preme Council, regularly fent information to 
Bombay of the progrefs of his march, but had 
not for fome tinie paft received any letters from 
theni, yet from Moodagee and other quarters 
intelligence came to him of their intentions 
to reinftate Ragobah, and of their prepara- 
tions for efFefting that undertaking : certain 
of thefe fafts, he maturely confidered the 
fubftance and fpirit of the inftrudlions from 
the Supreme Council asi well to him as the 
Jate M^- Elliot, whence he concluded that 
marching to Poonah was what was fitteft to 
be done on the circumftanpes in which he 
ilood ; he at that ncjoment received letters 
from the prefidency of Bombay, confirming 
^11 thefe advices, and particularly informing 
him pf their treaty with Ragobah, and that 
their arriiy had taken the iield and begun 
their march to Popnah, towards which place 
they required him to proceed with all expe- 
ditipn ; this confirmed not only the propriety 
but the neceffity of the meafurej what- 
ever might be the refult of the r^folves of 
the Supf erne Cpuncil, the arrival pf thi§ 

force 
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force near Poonah muft be for the Intereft of 
the fervice, either to profecute the war, ' 
which he looked on as aftu ally begun by a<fls 
of hoftility he had authentic intelligence of, 
or bring it to an honourable conclufion, and 
at the fame time he Ihould be ready to a£t 
in concert with Moodagee in any plan deter- 
mined between him and the Supreme Council. 
He therefore formed the refdlution of march- 
ing directly; when this was imparted to 
Moodagee, he repeatedly expreffed his wiih 
that the Colonel (hould remain in his domi- 
nions till orders were received from Calcutta, 
but nothing could induce him to charge a 
meafure which he was convinced was effeu- 
tlaL IJe ibon fatisfied Moodagee that a further 
delay would prove prejudicial. The whole 
conduQ: of this prince befpoke perfed confi- 
dence and friendly intentions. The £^Ionel 
finding a difficulty in negotiating his bills on 
Calcutta, he advanced money upon them^ 
without receiving any thing on the fcore of 
difcount, and in every other refpe£l afiifted 
him, promifing to furnilh provitions as they 
advanced, for which purpofe, a principal per- 
son belonging to him Ihould remain upon 
the confines of his country, and forward the 
fupplies of grain. All was now in readinefs, 

^nd 
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and on the i6th of January 1779, the 
troops left their camp on the banks of the 
Nerbuddah. 

In their march on the 2 1 ft, they pafled 
through a confiderable town called Hurdah, 
belonging to the Paifliwa, and here they got 
into the great road leading to Brampore and 
Poonah, the way which Calonel Upton had 
gone when lent upon his embafly to that 
Durbar. 

The next day the army reached Charwah, 
and halted on account of the extreme illnefs 
of Lieutenant Colonel Fortman, the field en- 
gineer, who died the day after, univerlally 
regretted i, The diftance from the camp on 
the banks of the Nerbuddah to Charwah is 
eighty miles, a country remarkably rich and 
fertile, and producing a large quantity of 
wheat* "During this march, Colonel God- 
dard had received intelligence that the army 
from Bombay was encamped at Boragaut 
fifty miles from Poonah, waiting there for 
ftorcs, and that a confiderable force had taken 
the field to oppofe them, and was ftationed 
between them and that place ; and on the 
2 4th he received advices diredtly from the 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen whom the feleft committee of 
Bombay had appointed to conduct; Ragobah 
to Poonah, and fettle the afiairs of that go- 
vernment, giving notice of that appoint- 
ment ; this letter was dated the 1 1 th of Ja- 
nuary^ and figned by Mr. Carnac ; it men- 
tioned, that ** within two days the face of 
" their affairs was fo changed with refpeiSt 
^* to the primary caufe, which led to direct- 
ing his march towards Zineer, a fort be- 
longing to Morabah, that they muft 
" ^ve him advice, if he was joined by a 
^* body of Moodagee^s forces, fufficient to 
♦' enable him to advance, notwithftanding 
" attacks of cavalry which would hover 
** round him from all quarters to feize his 
*' baggage and provifions, and if he had 
" provifions fufficient to laft him ointil he 
" reached Broach or Surat, to proceed to fuch 
*^ of thofe places as he could moft fpeedily 
** arrive at; but if he could not proceed in 
" the face of fuch an enemy, without immi- 
^^ nent hazard of diftrefs, then to remain 
*' on the borders of Berar, or where he 
*'* could beft fecure provifions till further 
'•* direftions froni the feledt committee of 
** Bombay.'^ 

' This 
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This letter left him in doubt whether the 
writers had a profpeft of accompli(hi«g their 
undertaking without his afliftance, or had 
given it over as impraifticable ; thefearexprefled 
of the Mahratta horfe led him to conclude the 
latter, and the, beginning of their letter the 
former. This ftate of uncertainty was in- 
creafed, by his receiving on the next day t 
letter from the fcleft committee at Bombay^ 
dated the 1 2th, wherein they haftefned his 
march in the road firft pointed out. It was 
plain the feleft committee were ignorant of 
the circumftance alluded to in the letter of 
the I ith. In this perplexity he determined 
to procjeed to Brampoor, where moi-e particu- 
lar knowledge of the fituation of affairs 
flioutd determine the manner of his farther 
progrefs. 

In confequfince, the army continued its 
march from Charwah on the 25 th of January ; 
they proceeded without interruption, and on 
the 30th reached the banks of the Tapti 
river, oppofite Brampoor, a diftance of feven- 
ty-three miles. Colonel Goddard did not 
find the regular information he expected, but 
met flying reports of the defeat of the Bom- 
bay army, 

Oa 
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On the id of February the following let* 
ter,, fign^d by Mr. C^rnac and Colonel Eger- 
toi>, dated the 19th of January, from Cam* 
polj, was delivered to him : 

*^ Sir, We have addreffed you on the 
** 1 6th a letter containing orders which up- 
^* on recoUeftion we do not think ourfelves 
*^ authorized to give you, you are therefor© 
♦' to pay no regard whatever thereunto, 

*^ We are, &c.'* 

Not having received the letter of the 1 6th, 
and the reports he had met foreboding its 
contents, joined ta the fhortnefs of this, 
threw him into great perplexity ; be thought 
3t firft of halting, to procure further and 
more certain intelligence, but not having re- 
ceived it on the 5 th, after n^turely confider- 
ing his critical fituation, being in the heart of 
the Mahratta empire, furrounded by enemies, 
whofe fuccefs might leave them at liberty to 
aft with their whole force againft his detach^ 
Rxent, the feafon approachiiig in which it 
would be hazardous to keep the field m aa 
inimical country, he determined to march 
towards Surat with all poiffible expedition. 
He was cohfirmed in this by letters from 

Moodagee, 
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Moodagee, the contents whereof led hinl td 
conclude that the Bombay government had 
received feme confiderable checque, the bad 
confequences of which might be prevented by 
the prefence of the detachment^ cfpecially 
fliould an attack meditated by the French, be 
cawried into execution. The doubt whether 
the late misfortune might not operate a change 
in the favourable difpofitions of Moodagee, 
was another circumflance impelling him to 
proceed forward, rather than run the hazard 
of fuch a change in returning through Berar; 
too much time would have been confumed in 
waiting to learn his determination, and by 
that the opportunity of fervice be loft. The 
propriety of this refolution was evinced by a 
letter afterward received from Moodagee, 
wherein he feemed greatly apprehenfive of 
the confequences of this blow, and advifed 
that the detachment fliould not proceed. 
In the correlpohdence between Colonel God- 
dard and the Supreme Council, the reafons 
which determined him to this meafure appear 
at large, and do no lefs honour to his judg- 
ment and penetration, than the celerity of his 
march does credit to his abilities as an officer, 
and to the uncommon exertion and Ipirit of 

the troops under his command. 

The 
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The city of Brampore is equal in fize to 
Patna, and is the capital of the rich province 
of Candifh, under the dominion of the Poo- 
nah miniftry ; it is furrounded by a ftone 
wall in bad repair. The troops during their 
ftay in this city were treated by the inhabi- 
tants with the greateft kindnefs and holpita- 
lity, and plentifully fupplied with provifions, 
which were regularly paid for ; the grapes 
were remarkably fine, and came from a place 
called Afhere Gurr, diftant about fourteen 
miles N* N. E. of Brampore. Mr. Dow in 
his third volume calls it Hafler, or Hazlre. 
It is defcribed as an impregnable fortrefs, fitu- 
ated on the top of a very high hill, appearing 
fomewhat like the Table Land at the Cape of 
Good Hope ; the fort on the fummit feems 
not lefs than an Englifh mile in diameter ; 
it is of a triangular form, the walls of ftone, 
laid in mortar, with round towers, and cava- 
liers at proper diftances. Within the fort 
there is faid to be a large lake, and a canal 
from it which runs the length of the fort ; 
it is alfb reported that this ground produceth 
grain enough for the fubfiftence of the gar- 
rifon, which confifts of about 1500 men. 
In confequence of the ftrength of this fitua* 
tion, the Killadar fupports his independence, 

and 



288 AN ACCOUNT 

and bids defiance to all his neighbours; tb 
country all around is compofed of hills of 
conckar, and fuch broken irregular ground, 
that there is no accefs to the place, but 
through a deep hollow way, fo narrow that 
a loaded bullock can fcarce pafs. The moun* 
tain itfelf is of a rocky flone and conckar* 
and the height fuch as to be feen diftinflly 
at twenty-five miles diftance. 

The army marched on the 6th, and on 
the^^th a Vaqucel belonging to the Pailhwah 
Madharow Narrain, delivered the letter figned 
by Meffrs.Carnacand Egerton, dated the 1 6th 
of January, from the carap at TuUingaum, 
and written in confequence of the late unfor- 
tunate convention, diredting his return to 
Bengal, accompanied by one from the Paifli* 
wah, cocrefponding w ith thofe diredions. The 
letter of the ipth releafed him from every 
obligation to attend to thefe. From this 
circumftance, and the further intelligence re- 
ceived at the fame time. Colonel Goddard had 
the fulleft proof of the expediency and pro- 
priety of the refolution he had taken ; hd 
therefore anfwered the Durbar, that in obe- 
dience to the orders of the Supreme Council 
he was marching to proteft Bopibay, that hia 

intentions 
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Intentions ^Vere frietidly to the Mahratta ftatej 
and he fliould continue to preferve the fame re- 
gard to the fiiendfliip between the Supreme 
Council and the Pooilah admimftration, pro- 
teiSting the fubjefts of the Paifliwa from vio- 
lence, and avoiding all hoftility, unlefs com- 
pelled to it by their oppofitlort. That he was 
how advanced, to the neighbourhood of Bom- 
bay, w^hich according to the orders of the Su- 
preme Council he muft reach, after w^hich he 
muft be guided by its ditedtions. He was then 
arrived on the banks of the gut Nuddy, near 
eighty miles from Brampobr, which he haid 
riiatched in four days : the road wis good, 
the country fine and fertile, full of villages 
ind inhabitants.: the diftance between the 
laft mentioned place to Sufat, about two 
hunditrd miles^ which he mad6 no doubt of 
reaching before the end of the month ; nor 
was he miftakcri, the march was continued 
iVith fuch unremitting celebrity and fpirit, 
that the army arrived at Surat on the ^5th 
of February, having marched, from the 6th, 
liear three hundred miles, including two ot 
three days halt 

This march was performed with the mdre 
wFe from the good efFefts produced by the 

T ino* 
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moderation and ftrid difcipllne with which 
this d.eta.chment was cond.udled, which pro- 
cured them, not only acquiefcencq, bujt every 
afliftance which the inhabitants of tl^e piany 
villages they paffed through covjld giye them* 
None of thefe forfook their hpufesi, but vo- 
luntarily offered their proyij(ipns! ^d, grain* 
An enumeration of thefe villages w^^ld yipld 
neither, latisfedtion or ufeful information, and 
their names are all detailed in a jpu/ijpal lately 
publiflied. The country is fertile, pppulous, 
and well cukivated, the inhabitaiits feem, in-? 
(Juftrlous, happy, and hunjanp.. Their gop^ rer 
ceptiqn of the army was the more ufefi^ at 
this titrje as the rapidity of the m^rch was fycbjj 
that many. of the carts, upon which the gr^n 
\yhich had been provided at !$r^ropppr vs(as tf\ 
be qarried, were unable to l9eep vjp with tjie 
army? ai^d had not ^he cpuntry fuppl^i^d pro-, 
yifions^ tl^e progrefs muft have b?^n re^t^r^d 
from thp neceffity of adapting the motiop of 
the arniy to, that pf this part of the baggage* 

The firH. notice received at. Bengal of the 
unfortunate ifliie of the enterprize of the. 
Bombay council was from Fort St. Geoi|;e. 
The prefident fent copies of letters whiclj the 
Nabob J^Iahomet Aly Ca^^a lia^ recqived 

from 
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from Pdoiiah. ; Frdtti theie and feireral other 
papers received the fartie day^ the whole ap- 
peared in the wdrft light : for; in fonie of 
theip, it is was added; that Ragobah had ac- 
tually joined the JVlahratta army with five or 
fix thoufand horfe; arid vi^as united v^ith thenot 
to fight ag^irift the Englifh. 

■ ■ . "■ i 

In tHis dduBt arid uncertainty the firft care 

bf the Suprerfie Coiiilcil; after a mature de- 
libetatioii, \^as td provide agaiiift all accidedts 
that liiight happen front aiiy fiidden irriip- 
tioii into their territory or that of Owde t 
Gerierail Stibbfert, theri at the head of the 
^rrriy iti Bengal, was for that purpdfe or- 
dered to forrfl twd camps of the troops under 
his comruand* jlnd hold theni In readinefs to 
march at the firft riotifce ; at the fanie tinie 
the governor gdiieral kd^ifed the Nabob of 
Owde that thefe extraordinary cariips wfere 
not foritied to aft agairift any of the powers iii 
the neighbourhood of his ddminions. A fub- 
fequent drder viras fent the geileral td march 
the firft brigade tdward the bariks of the 
Judlna, there td encamp in fuch a fitiiatioii 
as was moft convenient fdr defending the' 
Doab againft aii invafibri. 

t i 1thl$ 
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This was all that could be done until 
more authentic accounts came from Bombay. 
No very fudden irruption was yet to be 
feared from the Mahrattas, and though the 
defeat of the Bombay army might encourage 
the neighbouring powers to form alliances 
with the Poonah Durbar againft the Englifli, 
they could not be brought into aftion before 
the Supreme Council (hould have received 
fuch accounts as would have enabled them 
to take certain and proper arrangements, they 
therefore fufpended their proceedings on that 
fubjeft. The council of Madras apprifed them 
of their purfuing the fiege of Mahe, the fuc- 
tefs whereof could not be doubted ; this was 
a falutary meafure, not only as it totally re- 
moved the French from Indoftan, but pre- 
vented the effeft of difagreeable impreffions, 
which the late defeat might have made, efpe- 
cially if diffidence or timidity appeared to 
follow it. 

Much about the fame time they received 
letters from Colonel Goddard, by which he 
informed them of the feveral particulars juft 
now related, and the direding of his march 
towards Poonah in confequence : one part of 
his letters was comfortable. They all con- 
tained repetitions of his firm belief of the 

friendly 
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friendly fentiments of the Rajah of Berar to- 
wards the government of Bengal, and of his 
performing his promifes of affiftance in every 
point but that of taking an adive part with 
the Englifh arms. As the Colonel had re- 
ceived no particulars, he could be explicit 
in nothing but his declaration of proceeding 
at firft to Poonah and afterwards to Surat. 

At laft, on the i8th March 1779, letters 
came from the feledt committee of Bombay, 
dated the 3d of February, containing a fum- 
mary account of the whole proceedings, 
wherein they faid, as they could not admit 
an agreement made in fuch circumftances, 
and after fo explicit a declaration of the com- 
mittee's want of power to be of any validity, 
they fhould endeavour to treat with the Mah- 
rattas upon another footing. 

The Supreme Council had fbme debate 
concerning what (hould be written both to 
the fele£t committee and Colonel Goddard ; 
at length it was refolved to approve his 
marching to Surat with all expedition, 
and as by the refolution of the Bombay 
councir againft the convention, or com- 
plying with its terms, it was probable 

T 3 they 



J94 ANA C G O U NT 

they might be engaged in hoftilities witl^ 
the Mahrattas, but all was yet dark, he 
was to a£jt according to his difcretion ii] 
purfuance to their forraer orders, with this 
explanation, that as the defign of his naarch 
was to proteft Bornbay, that nipfl: be- his 
objeft; but was to proceed^ fo as not to 
involve himfelf or the Supreme Council 
Jn the refponiibility of their a^ts, reniembring 
that he afted under the fole authority of the 
Supreme Council, and of courfe was to ex- 
ercife his own judgment both in the accept- 
ance and execution of any (ervice whjch they 
fliould require him to perform. 

The board now, on the ift of April, or- 
dered Major Camac to return to Corumbah 
in Chutta Nagpore : he had advanced into 
Berar, where he met with a friendly recep- 
|:ion. Colonel Goddard having proceeded fo 
far on his way to Surat, it became unnecef- 
fary for Major Camac's detachment to pro- 
ceed further. ' 

/ 

An incident now happened, which though 
it hath not a neceflary connexion with the 
fads here related, yet from the fortunes and 
high rank of tfie adlor, ideferve a place iu 
hiftory, 

la 
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Iri the beginning of February the grandlba 
of the famous Nizam-al-MulIock, Ghazi-ul- 
Dien j who, in Dow's hiftory, appears to have 
put two emperors to death, Ahmed Shaw, and 
Allum Geer Sani, the former the Ion of the 
unfortunate Mahummed, who had the morti- 
fication of receiving laws in his capital from 
Thamas Kbuli Khan the Perfian emperor, and 
the latter the great grandfon of Aurungzebe, 
and father df the prefent Mogul, came to Su- 
rat* His nefarious aftions are related in that 
hiftory to the year 1761, when every thing 
was in confufion, and Dehli in the hands of 
AbduUa and his Durannies, was a fcene of 
blood, devaftation, and horror. Dow fums 
up his charadler in thefe words: *' Thus 
** ended the public tranfaftions of Ghazi-ul-^ 
*' Dien, who crowded into a few years of 
" early youth more crimes and abilities than 
*' other confummate villains have done iu a 
^* long life of wickednefs and treachery; 
'' Though he did not poffefs the Decan, 
" the fruit of his grandfather's uncommon 
** crimes, he may truly may be faid to have 
*'• been the genuine heir of the parts and 
*^ treafon of that monfter of iniquity and vil- 
" lainy." This man, after wandrlng in dif* 
guife through many countries, was brought 

T 4 tP 
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to the neighbourhood of Surat, where h« 
dwelt in one of the Borah's mofques, in orr 
der, as it was given out, to proceed to 
Hodge : he was in the habit and perfbnated 
the character of a Faquier : the Nabob of 
Surat fent and fecured his perfon. He ac- 
knowledged himfelf to be the identical Ghazi 
de Khan ^ ; he had with him a wife and 
two children, one fixteen years, and the 
other nine years old, and about eight or ten 
attendants ; the Nabob fent him to one of 
his own gardens, called Mahomed a Bang, 
within the town walls. After his flight 
from Dehli in the year i 761,. he had retired 
^mong the Jantes ; and wandring from one 
place to another to feek fecurity, he had 
come to Eugene the capital of Sindia's domir 
nions. Here, under the habit of a Borah Fa- 
quier, he reiided a confiderable time, and 
was by the Grand Mullah fent to Surat, 
thencetp go to Hodge, where he was dif- 
covered byfome of thofe who had ferved un- 
der him at Delhi. Obnoxious to the Mogul 
for the murder of hi§ father, and feared as a 
dangerous rival by the Subah of the Decan : 
Great fums liad been offered for the poflef- 
iion of his perfon ; the Nabob was uneafy, 

* The addition of de JChaD, or D^Dien is indifFerentiy 
given to him. 
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left when his reiidence at Surat Ihould b^ 
publicly known y his perfon fhould be der 
manded by each of thefe princes: at the 
fame tinie it was thought by him and the 
Bombay council, that the pofleffionof a per^ 
fon fo conne(9:ed with the greateft fanailies 
and Omrahs in India, naight be of fervice to 
the Supreme Council. The Bornbay feleft 
committee gave notice of this in their letter 
of the 2 1 ft of February, and of their deter- 
mination to remove him to Bombay, which 
was his defign ; and they alked the orders of 
the Supreme Council concerning him. The 
anfwer to this expreflied a wifh that he had 
not been apprehended, advifed that all ap- 
pearance of violence fhould be avoided, and 
therefore recommended to them inftantly to 
grant him his liberty, peremptorily infifting 
that he quit the Englifli territories, and to for- 
ward him on his way to Mecca if an opportu- 
nity fhould offer. He foon after fet out for 
j:hat place, with his family and train. 

Qi\ the 5th of April 1779 the num- 
|)er pf the board of the Supreme Council 
being cpmplete by the acceffion of Sir Eyre 
poote, they took into confideration meafures 
proper tq be purfued in the circumftance^ 
which the late tranfadlions had placed the 

affairs 
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affairs of the Colnpany in. They appeared to 
be, that conccffions were made by perfons 
having no authority to make them ; one of 
thefe Was the furrender of the Conipany's 
pofleffions dependent on Bombay, and the 
ether the feturn of the detachment ; that the 
Bombiiy council were determined not to per- 
form the firft ; the arrival at Surat had put 
an end to the fecond : that it was likely, as 
the perfon of Ragobah was noW in the pof- 
feflion of the Mahratta chiefs, they would 
iiot infift on the rigorous performance of the 
conditions, fo that a peace might be efta- 
blifhed ; but if they fliould infift 6n them 
a6tual war tnuft then exift, and Cdlonel 
Goddard muft have been called %in for the 
defence of thofe fettlements ; that in cafe the 
Mahrattas had taken no inftant meafures for 
inforcing the performance of thefe conditions, 
it might be fuppofed they h^d exa£led them 
eithejr to have a fpecious fubjeft for prefent 
negotiation, or a pretext fqr renewing the 
>var when they fliould be ia a condition to 
profecute it with fprer effedl ; and with this 
intent might have invited the French to 
avail themfelves, together with them of the 
Tefent advantage by bringing an armament 
From Mauritius, where they had force 

more 
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pore than fufficient for fuch a defign, the 
only chance left them of regaining their ia^ 
fluence in India ; that lliould this have been 
done (as fuch a meffage, if difpatched in Ja* 
nuary would have arrived (here in March) ; 
if it found every thing in readinefs the force 
fent from thence might arrive at the deftined 
fpot by the n^onth of September. 

On the other hand, probably the divifions 
of the Mahratta ftate were only fufpended by 
the late danger, which united thofe parties; 
in one common caufe ; the prefence of Ra- 
gobah among them was likely to revive their 
fiiflentions ; Sindia, who ever afted on a le- 
parate intereft, might apply the fandlion of 
his name to encreale and confirm his own 
power. As to the Rajah of Berar, his con* 
duft fince the knowledge of that; event (hewed 
he confidered the defeat as natural, and a 
proof that Englilh arms could not withftand 
the fuperiority of numbers, and the rapid 
movements of the Mahrarta cavalry ; that his 
apprehenfion of their power was the (pring 
of his advice to Colonel Goddard not to pro- 
ceed, and the influence of that impreffion 
had probably made him give up the thought 
of the alliance he once courtedl It was riot 

therefore 
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therefore advifeable for the Supreme Council 
to renew any overtures toward it, but if ever 
circumftances, either through fear of the 
Mahratta power^ or of any other danger im- 
pending on the province of Berar, £hould 
prompt him to folicit the fupport of the 
Englifh, it would be proper to grant it : the 
lofs fuftained was of credit and reputation 
only, therefore every ftep tending to betray 
a confcioufnefs of weaknefs or want of refo- 
lution, was carefully to be Avoided : at all 
events, whilft they fought peace they ought 
to be prepared for war. 

On thefe coniiderations it was relblved, 
I. To inveft Colonel Goddard with full 
power, as minifter of the Supreme Council, 
to treat with the Mahratta ftate for the re- 
newal or confirmation of the treaty of Po- 
rounder, provided they receded from their 
pretenfions under the convention of Wor- 
gaum, and engaged never to admit French 
forces into their dominions, or permit them 
to have any eftablilhment on the Mahratta 
coaft ; and thefe conditions were to be th^ 
alternative of peace or war. That letters iu 
conlequence, and conformable to what (hould 
ht fo written to Colonel Goddard, (hould be 

(cnt 
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fent to the Paifhwa and his minifters, and 
alfo to the Rajah of Berar : that otlier letters 
Ihould be written to the prefidency of Bom- 
bay, advifing them of Colonel Goddard's in- 
ftruftions, defiring them to be prepared, but 
to undertake nothing ofFcnfively without po^ 
fitive orders from the Supreme Council : and 
to the prefidency of Fort St. George to in- 
form them of this defign ; and in the event 
of their fuccefs againft Mahe, to order their 
troops then employed in that expedition to 
remain there or at Tillichery, and be pre- 
pared to move on the receipt of any orders 
for a junftion with the Englifh forces on 
that fide of India. Thefe difpofitions were 
preparations to any plan which it might be 
neceflary to concert with other prefidencies 
in the event of a war with the Mahrattas 
fingly, or joined with the French, or any at- 
tempt of thefe laft fingly upon Bombay. 

The firft care of Colonel Goddard, upon 
his arrival near Surat, was to chooie a conve- 
nient and healthy fpot of ground whereon to^. 
encamp ; fuch a one he found upon the 
bjtfiks of the river Tapti, two miles above the 
city. Almoft upon his arrival he received 
Wters from the feleft committee at Bombay, 

requefting 
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requeuing hig prpfence thqfc: In Order th^t 
Jie might lofe no tiqpie iii laying before tHe 
Supreme Council th^ ftate of dMixt at that 
iettlement, he fet out for that ifland 05 food 
as he h?4 regulated ^veiy thing ^;'clating to 
the bills to be drawn on Bengal for hb fub- 
fiftence. In this he found difficulties ; the 
merchants, taking advantage of his wd!nts^ 
raifed the c?:change to a irionftrous height, to 
^hich be was obliged for Ibme time to fiib- 
piit. The council of Bengal, on their know- 
ledge of this, thought it neceffary to &n6 
fpecie frorji thence, which was attended with 
9 misfortune, §ve lacks of roupiea fent by 
the Stafford were Ipft by th$ wreck of that 
fliip* 

Owing to the length of the paflage Colo-' 
n$l Goddard did not arrive at J^dmbagr. till 
the I j;th of March* The firft thing he did 
was to rnakfe then! a report of his force, and 
as they infbrmed him that through the mif- 
carriage of a pacquet from Bengal they had 
ijQt received a copy of the inftruflions which 
had been given to Mn Elliot, that they 
might have a thoropgh knowleidge of this 
whole bufinefs, and thereby be prevented 

fjroin adopting meti^fures counterading th€^ 

views 
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views of the Supreme Council, he wrote to 
them simply, inclofing a copy of the iixftrup-. 
tions, and giving a detail of every matte? 
concerning the views in regard to Moodagee^ 
and his diipofition toward the Englifli. 

Whilft he was at Bombay he received his . 
credentials from the Supreme Couricirs ap* 
ppinting him minifter at Pponah. The fe-* 
left copinaittee determined to fulpend all ope- 
ratiojQS until they (hould receive an apfwer 
fropx Bengal to their reprefentation of the 
ftate of their affairs, with which they had 
(ent Mr. Horfley a member of that council ; 
and as the lituation of the affairs at Poonah 
were very difierent from what they appeared^ 
to be tp the Supreme Council, when they 
fent thp firft inftruclions to him, which was 
on the 5 th of February, they having reafbn ^t. 
that time to fuppofc Ragobah had fucceeded. 
Colonel Go^dard deferred making known to. 
that Purb^r that he had received them, un- 
til he fhould be further inftrufted on that 
head. This delay cpuld be productive of na 
r^al.inconvenience, as the period interven- 
ing between the arrival of an anfwer and 
the ie;^n for adion would give fuffigi^nt 

tim? 



364 A k A C C O UN ¥ 

time to follow and complete apy me^fbfe^ 
that dnfwer ftiould dire6l : and he prepared 
to join his army at Surat, that he might be 
in readinefs for any fervice neceffary. 

During all this time great diflentions had 
prevailed at Poonah ; hothing had been done 
in confequence df their advantage at Wor- 
gaum and Tullingaunl, more than what hath 
been mentioned ; the Vaqueels of Nanah 
and"" Sindia denianded the execution of what 
was ftipulated in the convention, and the.ldme 
anfwers were returned ; the want of power 
in thofe who ligned it, the notice the Mah- 
ratta chiefs had of that, and of the inability 
of the Bombay committee tp a£t without the 
order of the Supreme Council. The arrival 
of the detachment at Surat had this imme- 
diate good efFeft, that a damp was throwii 
thereby upon whatever defigns the Durbar 
might have formed of recovering by arms 
what they iniifted was ceded, and ought to 
be delivered to them. It had alfo a very 
material good conlequence in regard to the 
invafion defigned by the French. They had 
got a very confiderable force at Mauritius^ 
5000 European foldiers, with proportionable 

ftores and artillery, and were collecting (hips 

to 



46 ^raii(part i dieiii> iAd jpiir either HycJ/er pi* 
the-Poottah miniflry ; >whien. itlipy :hP9rd,pf 
the-amval of :the:dietachment|.at> Su^^t, th?y 
' ftopped the'^mbirkation. Thus every thy^g 
tended to . opea a new: fceiiq of" adion, iwifh 
i, ^if-appeapaiice. of .retrieving, pi^f): lerrors agid 
.hlisfdrtuhejs; 

As the lituatioii^ and tlie; diflereait interefts 
*)f the princes of Indoftan niuft have h^4.a 
great iaifliience on the proceedings, of the Su- 
preme Council, and their orders, to Colqijel 

• Qdddard'froni the. time. hs.waa appoloted the 
miriflfter^f that council in. thofe parts cif .in* 
dia, it will be ufefui and perhaps not uaeA-* 

• tettaining to take a vie\Y of them* 

The ^rft in dignity is the Mogul ;, jie 
ought to be {o in importajice^.but the misfbr* 
tunes which have attended his. whole life^ 
have reduced^ that prince to fo low.an.ebb^ 
that after heing at difFerent periods fom^times 
oppJiefled and** at- other^ fupported by parties 
of1)arWians who. wa{):ed his dominipiis ^d 
abfolutely rukiBed his capital, (inibmuch. tj^at 
the once fuperb Dehli is little better thaa 
heaps of rubbifh) his principal iujbiiftence 
arifes-frotn th^ revenue of a part. of jhe 

U country 
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country of Owdci which had been ceded to 
him on the fettlement with Sujah Dowlah in 
the year 1764. Notwithftanding his fituation 
in life was fuch as required a continual exer- 
tion and an unremitting perfbnal attention 
to his affairs, he had abandoned himfelf to 
pleafure and indolence, and was totally 
• under the influence of others. His charafter 
is very fully drawn by Mr. Dow in his 
fecond volume, and 'the feries of his adven- 
tures fince that time fliews it to be juft and 
true. After many various fcenes between 
^ him, and the perfons who furrounded him, 

• NudjufFCawn one of his Omrahs, hath by his 

• fuccefles fixed himfelf in the ftate of principal 
minifter, with the powers of a Vizir, though 
the Nabob of Owde bears the title. His ri- 

' Vals in the Emperor's favour had not only 

" failed in their fchemes to diipoflefs him, 
but had been aflually delivered into his 
hands, whereby he remained fole and un- 
controuled minifter, difpofingat hisplealure of 

^ every thitig relating to the throne of the Mo- 
guls ; he had under his command a confider- 

■ able army, for whofe /maintenance the 

• many jaghires he had grants of did not fuffice, 
fo that with numbers of men he wanted 
treafure. Two predatory fmall Mahratta 

Chiefs 
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Chiefs had trkd to enter into negotiation with 
him, to obtain ah eft'ablilhment in hisfeirvice; 
but he Had no treaty or intercoiirle with the 
Mahratta ftaite ; oil the Contrary, the advan* 
tages which he aiid other chiefs in the Mo- 
guFs fervice had taken of the diftrcfies of the 
minifters at Poonah, to feize foitie oF the 
Mahratta forts and territory; muft have made 
hini fufpicious of their ill Will; and there- 
fore difintlined to their taufe ; befides it was 
his intereft that the diflentioris fliould con- 
tinue, cbiifequently no a£t in thbir favour 
was to be dreaded from hini or the chiefs 
ivho had pofleflions in thbfe parts of Indof- 
tan; Thfe princes whofe friendfliip was nioft 
important, or enmity dan^eroiis, from their 
fituation, as well as iriclination or power^ 
Were Hyder Ally &nd the Nizanl; 

Hyder Ally, though not iii ddclared en- 
mity with the Englilh, was fat from having 
favourable difpofitions towards them ; he had, 
from the time his requilition for affiftance 
againft th6 Mahratta inVaflon had been 
refilfed, harboured a ftrong refentmcnt, 
ind ndw had entered into negotiations with 
the French, and in feveral inftances fhewn 
a ftrong inclination to their alliance. The 

U 2 year 
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year befor this, when General Belcombe went 
to Mahe, he ordered his vaffal the prince of 
Chericka, to give him pofleffion of a fort 
whxth commanded the entrance of the river 
Myhic ; he had fent fupplies and even mo- 
ney to Mahe before the Englifh attacked it; 
he had given the governor of that place per- 
rniffion to hoift his colours for his protedtion ; 
and he was preparing to fend a' fleet with 
provifions and fupplies to the French iflands, 
where there had been for ibme time an ar- 
mament of five or fix thoufand men, in- 
"'tended to fail for the Malabar coafi; ; yet he 
was in an aftual ftate of war with Poonah, 
in which he had had fuccefs, having twice 
overthrown the Mahratta army, and taken 
fonie forts and territory. His intereft was 
that their diflentions fliould continue, but it 
was no lefs fo to prevent the increafe of 
power of the Nabob Mahomet Ally whom 
he knew to be his foe, and of the Engiift 
whofe greatnefs deprefled him, and prevented 
his increale of conqueft : he is by much the 
moft formidable prince in India, having a 
great number of well-difciplined trpops, and 
a proportionable well-ferved train of artillery ; 
he entertains many European officers, and of 
late has had a great acceffion to that force by 

the 
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the number of French who have found means 
to get\ to hioi from thi^ French fettlements 
reduced, and other countrie? fallen intq Eng« 
lifh* pof&ffion, particularly the Gontour Cir-* 
car, where Bazalet Jung had five hundred . 
French, foldiers* The difturbances in the 
Mahratta ecnpire leflening his fears froni 
that quarter, ihcreafed his attention to thefe 
permaq^ut obje£fcs of his jealoufy, and his 
army was ready to take adyant^e of any oc- 
cafion which may offer itielf ^to employ 
it in. 

The Nizam purfued his accuftonied lyflem 
of policy, which is to take advantage of the 
troubles in the countries bordering on his 
dominions : h^had already profited by thofe 
in the Mahratta flate ; the minifters at 
Poonah had, to their great lofs, purchafed 
the fmall afliibnce he had at different times 
afibrded them, by ceffions of towns and terri- 
tory, and paynjent of great fums of money ; 
be. was at this time particularly 'inclined to 
tbeni, not only from the emolument which 
might arife from elpoufing them, but by being 
very much difpleafed with the governnoent of 
Madras : they had fufFered the annual rent fti- 

\J S . puhte4 
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pulntcd to be paid him for the poflefiion of t^c; 
tircars to run in arrear ; and had fcnt Mr. 
Holland to his court to apologize for tjiis, toi 
promifemore punftuality in future pay nient?, 
and to folicit his fan6;ion to a treaty carry- 
ing on with' bis brother Bazalet Jung, who 
held the Contour Circar during his life^^ 
after which it was to be the Company's, 
abfolute property for a ceflion of it. He 
had already begun to, adl; with fuccefs, 
when ^^ received fi'om them inftruftion? of 
very different tendency, whereby he was 
ordered to iniift on a releafe of thofe arrears, 
and a cefTion of this revenye in future : they 
had befides, without waiting for the Nizam's 
anfwer concerning Bazalet Jung, conclude4 
their treaty with hiin, whereby for a confi- 
deration agreed on with them he yieldqd the 
adual poffeffion of the Contour Circar to 
them, and they had fent troops to take that 
poffeffion. The council of Madrias added 
an odious fiep to this, the Circar was let by 
them to the Nabob Mahomet Ally Cawn. 
'The "Nizam already diiplegfed at this 
treaty, which though 'not openly injurious to 
him, as it regarded only Bazalet Jung an4 
the Ehglifh, yet as it increafed tl;ieir liability 

an4 
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and power, was a diminution of his, wai 
exafperated at this ftrange requifition, and 
complained bitterly to the Supreme Council 
of the behaviour of the prefidency of Madras 
in this unjuft and ill-timed demand ; by the 
lame letters he inveighed againft the prefi- 
dency of Bombay for affifting Ragobab. 
Upon the receipt of thefe complaints at Cal- 
cutta, orders were fent to Mr. Holland to 
act fblely upon his firft inftruftions, to make- 
excufes for that extraordinary ilep, and to 
foothe him in regard to the tranfadtion with 
Bazalet Jung, and from thenceforth to look 
on himielf as the minifter of the Supreme 
Council, and aft by their direction folely. ; 
As to the affiftance given to Ragobah,.; 
they anfwered his complaint by faying, that;/ 
as the minifter at Poonah had made war up- ^ 
on the Englifli, thefe Were driven by neceflity 
to have recourfe to every inftrument of de- * 
fence, but that he might be affured it (hould 
never be employed to his detriment, and- 
reminded him that in the event of a war; 
they were intitled to his affiftance: he- 
remained then leemingly quiet at . his 
capital.. 

U 4 The 
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TKc- Nabobs ofSuralt and 'Gambay, natu- 
rally averfe to the Poonah goyerrtmcnt,' by > 
which they- were opprefiedjinuft fte thafe^hc. 
diqiinutiba ofits power wa$ lifceiy to free 
thim frohi that feyere dependence,- and- 
therefore wire' well inclin^ to the EiigUili!:^ 
^d wiflfed their fuccefs. 

Pvrttj^ Sing: Guicawar, pD0e0ed of a gireati 
pDrftof Guzeratj wifhed to ^ncreafe th<^: 
poiiMioiis : ori^naUy in ' leagwe yr ith • the , 
niiirifters, ht hadr dbtairfed from tbedildrg^j 
gtants' of lahd, y^hkh Ragob?ih wlieri- in 
power htid revoked ahd • gr^n^ed^ - \q hh - bro*? 
^het Gby'inidt Row;! be had^ on the appearV 
aiice^'of jfroipfcrity to tba^xaufe, m^the yeaf. 
r775, oSe'red to yield to/ ^hcin a pac t^ of 
territory iiocer' claHned by* the Poonah Dur^ 
bar in virttier- of the treaty' of Pordiftdcr;' 
nothitrg bad been yet fettled o^ that 5:lailn^ 
hfe* wa§' ready to turn io whatever fide inight 
pb'ove of moft'aaYanfageto.him ; the nhi«forr 
tuner at Worgaum kept him itom utiiting 
with the Jifnglifli, whilft on the other haiid 
the- increafc of force,' by the. arrival! of the 
detachment yin^^t Colonel Goddard, .. pre- 
vented his forming any alliance or entering 
into Engagements with the minifters. 

The. 
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The txxifequiencecand power; . and the ia-» 
pUnatkm and jfoBtimenls x)£!Ktoodagee'JBpofla 
Raj(^kiof'Berarj.fuUy appear ia what hath: 
\)QGSfi almadyr related s : from, the rticoe he beis 
came - unfcoiitrovertfbljr. poflGbffcd; of the Ran 
jahfl%. brjr the death ojf hisrbiiothcr, . he lok± 
fficwii arilarangpdefire. o the 

Bnglifli^ .whom he looked ^on: :as intereftcd in 
the- foppout 1 of i views; which^ ald^mgh . fuft 
pemfcdifcr^rthe^ late events in the Weft of In- 
^ia; futarec circv|naftance§ might iiumih op- 
portunities;' cf^ reviving and carrying into exe-^ 
putioni' Thev eftablifhment:. of: Ragobah in 
thci Paiihwj^fcip was an obftacle to them, 
and thetefbrp he was averfe to his fuccefs ; 
the' hatred of> his. qanfe had grown into a* 
hatred :oft his perfpn ; on the whole it was his? 
iutereft? that there flxould l?,e no end to thei 
&fturbance?itt the Poonah government ;. the* 
fettlemfent of. Ragobah, ^en in the regency,, 
muclr more in the P^d^ftiwafhip, was likely 
to bring that government into a fettled ftate; 
he was therefore averf^ to every ftep taken; 
ia his favoup. T/fiis, with a dread of 
invafion, or irruption into- his territory byj 
the* Nizam, and the army of the Poonah 
tninifters, inclined him, after the fuccefs of 
Nanah and Sindia, at Worgaiim, and beforift 

Colone^ 
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Colonel Goddard had completed his march 
to Surat, to wifh the return of the detach- 
ment to Bengal : yet he continued his pro- 
feifions of friendlhip to the Englifti nation. 
I-nflances have already been related of his 
affiftance in procuring money when Colonel 
Goddard Av as diftreffed, and of his hofpitable 
treatment during the flay of the detachment 
in. his dominions ; in truth he had a parti- 
cular efteeni for the Governor General, with 
whom he had been long in correipondence. 
Upon the misfortune at Worgaum, he had 
ienthis Dewaii to Poonah, who afliftedatthe. 
councils held for the regulation and fettlement. 
of that goveriHnent^^ and he had for this re* 
ceived a grant of the diftrid of Gurrah Mun-. 
dele * as a jaghire for oije of his fons, af* 
figned for the payment of a body of troops, 
Ins quota toward^ carryhig oh the war. But 
tjiis had no efFe£t, for the.minifters formeji a 
dedgn. to arreft.the Dewan, which having 
notice of, he dlfeppointed by an abrupt de- 
parture, and they had fent orders to the bror 
thcr of Ballagee to oppofe the completion of 
this grant by .preventing Moodagee, who on 
. . his 

m 

.» • . . . t 

* Gurra MaudeI.e in Reynel's njap is oa the Nqrth of 
the ^erbuddah. Lit* if lo^ Eaft, Long. 8 1 ^ 
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l^is part was raifing troops to take pollefiion 
pf it. His averfiou to Ragobah was (bme- 
what diminifhed by this perfidy of the mi- 
lifters. In April the governor general had 
written to him, in anfwer to a meflage he 
had fent by Benaram Pundit, the confiden- 
tial perfon, through whom their mutual cor- 
Tefpondence had often before been managed, 
\yhich fheW(?d that he then thought no force 
Qould be pppofed to the fuperiority of num- 
bers, and rapid movements of the Mahratta 
cavalry, infiuenced by which impreflion he 
had apparently given up all thoughts of the 
defigned alliance ; the aim of this letter was 
to preferve the friendfliip and good diipofi- 
tion of that ftate to the Englifli, It ended 
by mentioning that all thoughts of the defign 
which had been fornqed were relinquiflied, 
but that a laftiug remembrance (hould be had 
of his kindnefs, and that every fuitable re- 
turn (hould be made whenever any future oc- 
caliou of his affairs fhould demand it. Thus 
the ^upren^e Council, totally difencumbered 
from any engagement with him, Were at 
liberty to purfue any plan of aftion which 
fliould feem expedient, and at the fame time 
^here fubfifted a mutual benevolence which 

left 
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left-jxjom for any future negptiation the re- 
voludon of time might furiiiih an occafioa 
for, 

Thjat^ which was moft in feypur of the 
EhffUfh caufe wijs th? total expulfion of the 
' French from Ihdiat The. Supreme Council 
of Bengal hati ftruck the firft ftroke by pot 
fefling Chanderpagorp ; at the fanie time 
fending orders, to Macjras to attack Poqdi- 
dierry^. This place furrendered after a 
iiege, the particulars of which are foreign 
to- the prcfent fjurpofe, this W3S followed 
by the^ capture, of Jif ahf ; they were ^ even 
f epdov^d from Surat, the Bombay Council hay- 
inggjvj^ orders f9r this when,, they, took the 
refQlutloQ of efFeftu^lly elpoufing E^agobah, 
By that removal from the coafts.qf Coro- 
mandeli the prefidisncies of Fort St. George 
and Bengal were empowered to a6t with ie- 
curity from that dangpr, and by fpirited and 
vigorous n^eafures to repair the mifchief of 
the late mifcarriage, and. keep in awe thofe 
powers who might be difppfed to take ad- 
vantage of that misfortune. The prefidency 
of Madras faw tl^is, and properly concluded 

. " that 
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trKat f>r(5becding vigdfdtifly in^ thd-attafck of 
IMahe Would remove the diifa'dvhntegeoW ^m- 
preffions it might have given 'riffe to/ whfeifeas 
^withdrawirig their ' troops ' 'ixiight' have 'bcfen 
followed by the lofs of T^illiichei'ry; ahd'per- 

' liajps have induced* thofe pow6rs'who^ wfere 

"'waiverihg to declare agaiiift the Efagflfh, 

and give invitations to the Frtnch. Suc- 

cefs proved , the Wifdom of ' Wefe refo- 

lutiohs. 

However, the armitrient ' at the ' Fferfch 
iflahds was to be dre^dfed, there' waSno doiibt 
of 'their deHgn upon Bombay, the lofs 'pf 
the Protee, joined to the Arrival of the de- 
tachment tinder' Colonel Goddard ^ at Surat, 
retarded the execution of thfedefrgn, and pro- 
balply might have obliged them to alter the 

* deftihation of the expedition, as by the pre- 
ienceof fo conliderable a force,' -that' fettle- 
xnent was perfedl/Tecure, but^ the defrgiv 

' ftill continued, and it was hot to' be'fuppofed 
'that it could be glV^en over, efpectally aS tHeir 
cbfrelpohdence at Pobnah ftill Was earned 

' en, and they were well" acquainted virith Na- 

' nah*4 fentimerits and Hyder ^Ally*s^ incli- 
' tiUtionS/i 

Befide9 
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Bcfides the powers already mentioned; 
there are feveral whbfe fofleffions lying 
northward partly compofe^ and partly in- 
circle the Mahratta dominions. iSome of 
them retaining the admini ft ration of their 
own domain, yet oWn a dependence on Poo- 
nah ; others are independent : the 6rtt though . 
incapable of a direft refiftance muft have the 
defire common to all Zemindars of taking 
the advantage of troubles in the ftate to 
withhold the payment of their rent or tribute ; 
this, many of them then did, and whllft 
the diftrefles of their matters prevented their 
exertion againft them, would continue to do : 
this withholding in the mean time was ex- 
tremely prejudicial to the ftate, already 
very much drained of public wealth. 

But the independent are more dangerous 
to the Mahratta empire : many of them have 
aflerted this independence at critical times, 
when diftrefles either by internal commotions 
or external enemies have fo embarraffed that 
government, that it hath been unable* to re- 
duce them to obedience. They know, that 
when once power isreftored, either by fettle^ 
ment of an able man in the Paiftiwafliip, or 

by the total fubverfion of all claihis againft 

the 
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the minifters, their independence muft be 
annihilated. They fubfift only by the prefent 
diftraftions, and therefore are naturally the 
^enemies of that government, and friends to 
thofe with whom they are at war. The 
countries of the moft confiderable of thefe 
princes form a chain from the Jumna to 
Guzerat ; thefe are the Rajah of Gohid, of 
Jeynagur, of Jowdpoor, of Odeypoor : the 
iirfl whofe country approaches the . neareft to 
the pofleflions of the Schah, and of the Nabob 
of Owde has the reputation of valour and 
ability ; he has a great number of forts in his 
territory which have flood reiterated attacks ; 
notwithftanding the Mahrattas have made 
frequent attempts to reduce him to fubjec- 
tion, he hath hitherto had the good fortune 
to maintain his independence. Formerly 
Gowalier was the principal fort, and the ca- 
pital of his dominions, but after an unfortu- 
nate battle fought with them by his father, 
four or fiye-and- twenty years ago, in which 
he loft his life, this fort was gained by 
the Mahratta general, and hath ever fince 
been in their pofleflion. The prefent Rajah 
was then but nine years old ; he feels the 
importance of this fort, and no doubt muft 

be 





be ready to ttiiter.ihto any meafure '<;?h5Ra 
could' enable him to regain Ithat jj^flfeffion; 

^he Rajah bf /Jeynagur is yet a mlnQr^ 
iand the weaknefs of a minority is increafed 
by contefts and difl^ntions among his fer« 
vants; his territory is vqry confiderablei 
and nxay affi^rd an army of 40^600 toeii*^* 

The •' R^jah, commonly called ' Ranha . of 
' Odeypoor, is by defcent the firfl: in rank bf 
all the Indoo families; he is very little 
known y and whether^ owing, to prudence or 
fortune, ►has been ^fo happy as to\have no 
concern in the recent occurrences of Inddftan; 
The antient domains bf his, family ire*- now 
, J)offefled by thel Mabrattas. 'He can bring 
into the field oi^ly about ,1 5 ,00b men +• 

The inofl: Confiderable from power aiid ei* 
tent of territory is the Rajah^of Jpwdpoofj his 
dominion l^xtends from the borders of Jeyna* 
, ' gur Eaft to the frontier of Guzerat, his capi- 
tal is Meerta^^ a confiderable town ; the 
fortrefs and town of Jauloor^ or' Shaloor^ 

on 

* Dow, sd vol. Dcdbe of the Mogul empire, p. 86; 

t Do^, ibid; 



oh the river Paddar^ beldng alfo to hini ; his 
territory extends to Aymeer on the north ^ 
and Odeypoor on the fouth* Thefe two 
laft Rajahs are nearly connefted by inter* 
marriages; 

Though ho ininiediale conriexioii with 
anjr of thefe powers except the Rajah of 
Gohid is probable to be formed^ yet, as. by 
their lituatibn in refpeft of the Mahrattst 
territoryi and their intereft to have that 
empite humbled and difabled from vuidieat- 
ing the right they claim to the fiipreme 
dominion over them, they may be ufeful to 
taufe a di verfion in cafe the war is conti- 
tiued, it is not impoffible that fbme alliance^ 
at leaft temporary, may be formed with 
them by thofe who a£t fdr the Englilh na- 
tion on that iide of Indian 

The nierit of Colonel Goddard appeared 
in fo high A, light, both in his military and 
political line J that the Supreme Council gave 
him a brevet of brigadier general, and con* 
firmed the powers they had already vefted \i\ 
him for treating and concluding with tliQ 
Mahratta government, leaving him, in cafe 
^^Y r^*e£ted the terms he had inflru^ions 
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to propofe, full latitude of aftion as he 
fhould think mod advifeable : and as Sindia, 
by his behaviour whilft the Bombay army 
were at Worgaum, had rights founded on 
intrinfic benefits, they declared that he ihould 
have a full compenfation for any dKappoint- 
ment he (hould fufFer by the denial of the 
afts of that committee ; that negotiation was 
alfo totally left to him ; as to that with 
Moodagee, if he found it totally at an end, 
it was not to be renewed without the orders 
of the Supreme Council, 

On the 29th of May, Brigadier General 
Goddard announced his commiffion to the 
Poonah Durbar by letters he wrote to the 
Paifhwa and Nanah, mentioning that it was 
the fincere wifh of the Supreme Council to 
conclude a lafting alliance with that ftate, 
and deiiring they would fend a confidential 
peribn to him, to whom^,he (hould commu- 
nicate particulars. The diflentions at Poo- 
nah ran high, Nanah endeavouring to regain 
the fuperiority he formerly had, and which 
he had flattered . himfelf the confinement of 
Morabah and Saccaram would have effe<9:u- 
ally fecured" to him, and Sindia determined 
to preferve his power and keep Nanah in to- 

- tar 
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tal dependence on him ; for this he had re- 
tained the cuftody ' of Ragobah's perfon, 
notwithftanding Nanah had made him great 
offers to have that pofleffion delivered ro hjm, 
and treated him with the refpedt due to his 
fank ; haying promifed him an annual fti- 
pend of twelve lacks of rotipees, left hin^ a- 
train of^ artillery of twenty pieces of cannon, 
and a confiderable body of troops ; yet this 
was but an honourable confinement, he was., 
watched with great care. Senfible that this 
pofleffion was a great advantage againft Na- 
nah, and efFeftuilly to fecure it, .Sindia de- 
figned to keep him out of the reach of Poo- 
nah, and for that purpoie propofed that he 
(hould be conducted to a place of fafety ia 
one of his own provinces north of the Ner- 
buddah : this Ragobah agreed to, whether he 
really thought it mofl: for his fecurity or 
hoped the journey might furnifh opportu- 
nities of fortune once more favouring him. 
Accordingly he fet out towards Brampoor 
with his own attendants, aod his force, 
which conlifted of 1500 horfe and foot, 
with twenty pieces of cannon ; in this jour- 
ney he was efcorted by 4000 horfe, under 
the command of Hurry Bowagee, Sindia's 
Dewan. DiflatisfaSion arofe, the allowance 

X z was 
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ivas not regularly paid, nor were the troops 
of Jlagobah furnifhcd with forage andpn?^ 
yifions; he heard be(ides that Slndia bad 
taken off two of his principal Jemindars, 
^nd detained fome of his people who \ycre 
to be fent after him ; this awaked, his fu^i^ 
cioii that confinement was to follow, and 
prompted him to contrive a plan for an 
efcape ; an opportunity foon offered, as their 
troops crofl'ed the Nerbuddah, his artillery 
marching down from the Gaut of Nurwal^ 
to the river, paffed by the Dewan's tent, foma 
buftle happened, in which the Dewan's peo- 
ple fired, on which Ragobah*s troops attacked 
the guard, totally routed thena, killing three 
hundred, and mortally wounding the com- 
mander. Ragobah immediat;ely proceeded 
with what diligence he could towards Surat. 
* From the neighbourhood of Broach he wrote 
to General Goddard, defiring his protection . 
The General was at firfl: apprehenfive that 
receiving him might be an obftacle to the 
negociation with Poonah ; but confidering 
that fuch a protedlion might be reconciled to 
that Durbar upon principles of juftice. and 
humanity, and that important political ad- 
vantage s might attend the poffieffion of his 
perfon, he granted this afylun^ andj pei;fonal. 

lecurky, 
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jfecufity, recotnmending it to him to be 
careful in preventing any violence, from his 
people upon the fubjefts df the Mahratfa 
ftate. His conduft in this was approved by 
the Supreme Council, who diredted him to 
continue this protection fo long as it fhould 
be not forfeited by any aft of infidelity, dr 
attempt to defeat the efFed of his negotiation. 

On the 1 2th of June Ragobah arrived m 
the Englifh camp, accompanied by his 
adopted fon Amrut Row, about feventeen 
years old, ahd Badge Row, a child of four 
years old, born to him fince the adoptioii. 
The Colonel wrote to the Paifhwa and Na- 
iiah acquainting them with this event, adding, 
that they might in their negotiation adjuft 
whatever was proper concerning him. The 
Poonah minifteirs were enraged at this efcape, 
and declared to Sindia they muft coiifider 
him as refponfible for that lofs. It had at 
firft the efreft of making them in appearance 
more tradable, both Sindia and the minifters 
wifhing to conclude a peace that they might 
he at liberty to ad againft Hyder Ally, who 
was ftill encroaching on them. 

X3 The 
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The force of the French at the Ifland 
was each day more looked on by the Su- 
preme Council as a matter of very great 
importance ; by advices lately received, they 
had reafon to conclude they were intended 
againft Bombay, and they therefore, in the 
beginning of Auguft, ordered a reinforcement 
to General Goddard'sarmy, by a detachment 
from Madras, and as much as could be (pared 
from Mabe, wh^en the works {hould be de- 
moliftied ; they advifed him of this, and 
their reafon for it, recommending particu- 
larly the defence of Bombay, as his firft 
objedt 

The Poonah Durbar had anfwered Gene- 
ral Goddard's letter to the Paiftwa, expreflP- 
ing themfelves in terms of high friendfliip 
towards the Englifli, and promiied to fend a 
confidential perfon to him ; they had even 
/expreflfed their fatlsfaftion at the manner in 
which care had been taken that their fubjedls 
in the Guzerat (hould receive no d^rnage from 
Ragobah's troops, and recommended the 
Paifliwa*s collefturs to the continuation of 
his prbtedion. The Vaaueel might have 
arrived towards the end of July, but befides 
the flowDj^fs natur?J to the political tranfac- 

tions 
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lions of that Durbar, bv^ which alone if ac- 
quielced in, the time for adion rauft have 
elapfed, the general had reafon to think that 
the perlbn to be fent was more to a<3: the 
part of a fpy than of a negotiator ; he had 
undoubted intelligence that Nanah was mak- 
ing all poffible preparation for war, zn&fo^ 
liciting every power in the neighbourhood 
to join in it againft the Englifh ; that he 
had particularly applied to the Nizam, and 
received anfwers on that fubjeft ; that the 
French agent at Poonah was alfo very buly 
at this time, and that many difpatches had 
been fent to and received from France. The 
General therefore looked upon war as more 
likely than peace, and precautioned himfelf 
againft every event* What he forefaw hap- 
pened, the negotiation was protrafted : fio 
had intimated to them that a perfonal inter- 
view between him and the minifters might 
tend to a fpeedy lettlement, but this was not 
taken up. 

The Vaqueel did not arrive in the gene- 
raPs camp till the middle of Auguft ; on 
the 1 6th. they had a conference; a perfon was 
fent with him, who fpemed to have the con- 
dud of bufineis, though the firft perfonared 

X 4 the 
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arabaflador. They at firft recurred to tha 
ilate of afiairs between the nations, before 
the pircumftances of Ragobah obliged hirn 
to apply to the Bombay Council for aflift* 
ancc, but the Gtiaeral fixed them to the 
treaty of Pqrounder, which vf^s tq be the 
balls of any agreement; the others as 
ftrongly infii^ed on the convention of Wor^ 
gaum, and in confequcnce, the furrender of 
^alfet. The General qn his part menti- 
oned the want of power iq Meffrs. Car- 
iiac and Egerton, and the knowledge the 
Mahratta chiefs had of it, and told them, 
that unlefs the requifitions made by the 
Supreme Council, (whipji were, the abanr 
^qning all claims under that convpntion^ 
and excluding the French) were agreed to as 
preliminaries, npthing could be entered oik 
^o mention was made on either fide of 
apy prbvifipn to be made for Ragobah ; 
puch time was t:aken up iq explications of 
the different matters which had pccafioned 
the altercatioiis and mutual complaints qf 
^]iie Bornbay Counpil and thp Mahratta ini- 
nifters againft each other before the laf^ 
feyplutious at Pqonali, but in the end 
each reverted fo his point. Nothing there- 
fore could be fettled without a further rer 

ference 
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^reace to Poonah. One of the Mahrat^ 
agents returned' there for that puxpoie* 

Before the departure of the Vaqueel £or 
Poonah 9 General Ooddard declared to hioi^ 
that the Supreme Council would never con- 
lent to the reftraint of the perfbn of Ra* 
gobab, that he muft be at liberty to refidc 

wherever he fhould chufe. with a decent 

• 

allowance from the Mahratta fkate, and that 

on theie conditions he fiiould not be fufiered 

in any maimer to diflurb it. The return of 

the Va^ueel^ which he had promifbd ihould 

be in twenty days, was continually delayed, 

potwithftanding repeated afiurances that he 

was imm^diafely to leave Poonah ; the 

month of Oftober was thus two-thirds (pent 

in vain expedation ; at laft the general told 

the remaining Vaqueel that the delay ufed, 

and evafive anfwers given hitherto, evinced 

hodile intentions in the Poonah Durbar ; 

that notwithftanding thofe evident proofs, 

the Englifh wiihed to Ihew their fincere 

inclination for peace, and to grant every 

indulgence confident with their honour and 

ilifety ; that therefore he would wait fifteen 

days more, and if at the expiratton of that 

period the abfent Vacjueel did i^ot return, or 

fend 
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^d a 'fatisfaftory aiiTwdr to the propofals 
tranfmittcd • by him, he fhould look upon it 
as a declaration of war, and aft accordingly : 
lie might the more boldly do this, as his 
army was in excellent drder, complete in 
military ftores, the artillery thoroughly 
repaired, and provided with every requifite 
for taking the field and immediately enter- 
ing upon fervice ; at; the fame time he had 
reafon to be aflured that Sindia and Nanah 
had fet a negotiation on foot with the Ni- 
zam, Hyder, and even Moodagee, to make a 
general attack upon the Englifli at their fe- 
veral fettlements. The laft was not likely to 
ftir; but the others were but too well in- 
clined to a£t againft them. 

On the 28th of October the Vaqueel re- 
turned with letters from the Paifhwa and 
miniiler, referring to him for a full decla- 
ration of their fentiments, which he in plain 
terms declared to be, that no peace (hould be 
concluded unlefs, in the firft place, Ragobah's 
perlbn was delivered up, and Salfet reftored 
to the Mahratta government. This broke off 
all furtiier negotiation. As the General had 
found Sindia's inclinations fo ftrong againft 

the 
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the Englifli, he had not as yet made him 
any private overture, left it fhould be attri- 
buted to a confcioufnefs of inferiority, and be 
received with contempt ; the courfe of ope- 
rations might afford an occafion which would 
render it expedient, for as his connexion with 
the minifter was founded on confiderations of 
intereft and ambition, a door would open for 
treating whenever he thought it his political ' 
advantage : this was not likely, whilft his 
fituation at Poonah remained as it then was ; 
his power, by means of his army, and his 
influence over Holcar was fo great, that it 
was impoffible for Nanah to (hake off^ the 
fhackles in which he held him ; he had been 
prevailed on to return to Poonah, where his 
prelence was bought by further grants of ter- 
ritory or large fums of money : no advan- 
tage could be offered him adequate to thofe 
he reaped from that importance; dilatory 
and uncertain proceedings were therefore his 
obje(fl. Such a ftate was as pernicious to the 
Englifh as it was profitable to him : to them 
every thing concurred to make decifion necef- 
liiry. The army under General Goddard was 
maintained at a vaft expence, which the ter- 
ritorv in the weft of India was by no means 

equal 
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* tqnzl to defray ; in truth far otherwife : 
the exertions made by the Bombay Council 
had drained their wealth , and they were con* 
tinually requiring fupplies froni Bengal: 
great as the refource there was, it could not 
fuffice for every demand, and much had been 
lent to Madras as well as Bombay : an ac- 
tual exifting war gave the Englifh a right to 
feize the enemy's territory, and draw the 
maintenance of their army fronqt their reve- 
nues, of which they were then the protec- 
tors. To the expence of the army was added 
that ocdafiohed by the aiyliim given to Ra- 
gobah ; the direiStlon in . leveral letters had 
enjoined it, the Supreme Council approved 
if, humanity recjuired it, and policy made it 
expedient, General Goddard was bound to 
prevent injuries to the inhabitants, not only 
by prudence, but his orders, and the promife 
he had made to the Poqnah Durbar, which 
continued in force till war Ihould actually 
exift. That Ragobah ipight be enabled to 
reftrain his troops by paying them, the ge- 
neral had allowed him 50,000 rupees a 
iftonth ; this expence was thought too heavy, 
and the continuance of it forbidden by the 
Supreme Council ; thus unprovided he muft 

prey 
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prey at large upon the country, unfefs put 
in pofieiCcui of fbrne diftrid: whofib i^evenues 
might maintain lum, and fuch a podSieifioa 
might be extended to enable him to difcharge 
fbnie part of the debt he owed the Compan}r« 

The rich and fertile province of GuzeraC 

was the moft obvious country for fuch a 

provifion^ as well as for a refource, whence 

to dvzw fubfiilance for the army ; it lay open 

and totally incapable of refiftance, na French 

force was yet in that part x>f India, or could 

arrive before the conqueft yms efFeded ; the 

approaching monfoon prevented oppolitiont 

from the Mahrattas, and would give an in-* 

vader time t;o eftablifh himfelf in that pofTef-^ 

fion, the greateft part of the country was 

the property of the Pailhwa femily ; hence 

the benefit ariiing from that pofleflion waS' 

double, depriving the enemy of as much as 

it afforded the poiieflbr ; the ,Is[awal of Cam<« 

bay and other Rajahs^ inveterate enemies of 

the Mahratta ftate, were ready to affift, if ef» 

fedually proteded ; thus the country w^ould 

be eafily fubdued, and from its being inter- • 

fefted by rivers and open to th^ fea, as eafily 

defended againil the incurlions of a predatory 

eRemy i 



334 A N A C C a U N T 

enemy r by a proper ufe of thofe advantages, 
Futty Sing might be neceffitated to join the 
Jinglifh, and thereby free himfclf from de- 
pendence, and ihare the fpoil of his former 
lords; from him fuccoiirs of money and 
troops, principally horfe, might be ob- 
tained* 

Another very important confideratioa was 
the retrieving the honour of the Englifh arms 
loft in the misfortune at Worgaum; this 
was not barely a feather ; from that event 
the Indian powers had fhakea off the .awe 
with which the valour and former prowefs 
of that nation had impreflqd their mind. 
This was fo not only at Poonah, where the 
Durbar had ufed themfelves to think of the 
Englifli with contempt, and conclude that 
they were fallen into a ftate of weaknefs 
which obliged them to fue for peace, and 
yield to give up every thing inlifted on, but 
the neighbouring princes whom they fbli- 
cited, influenced in like manner, would pro- 
bably be the more eafily induced to accede to 
their invitation ; a fortunate blow, the fplen- 
dor of a victory muft turn the fcale ; fear, 
that principle prevalent through the eaft, 
would infpire a dread of refentment if the 

Englifli 
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Englifh proved fuccefsful, and therefore 
make them await the event of the war. The 
Durbar of Poonah whofe great reliance was 
on an attack to be made by the French force 
fo often promifed, finding none was at hand, 
might refume their fchemes of recovering the 
territory their diflentions made them lofe, 
and defire a peace with the EngUfli that they 
might be at liberty to revive their claims 
among their neighbours. 

Full of thefe confideratlons, the general 
proceeded to Bombay to concert with the Se- 
left Committee the plan of operations. 

Thus ended the year 1 779, in the weft of 
India ; it had produced fome great events, 
and been loaded with many difappointments ; 
the next is big with many more,- whether 
decifive or no is in the breaft of Providence* 
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^ 1*N C E the conclusion of the foregoing 
|3 iheets, private advices have been received 
erf" the following fads. The Bombay Couii- 
til approved^ though they would Hot be xe^ 
iponlible for the medfures General Goddard 
propofed, ^nd fucnifhpd him all. the ai&fbmce 
that was confident with their fafety ; the/ 
Ivrote to Colonel Braithwaite to haften his 
Coming with the troops from Mahe, but as 
Hyder hacj ftirred up the princes near TcUi- 
cherry to a£ts of hoftility, the colonel could 
not immediately fpare his whole force ; he 
ient one company of European infantry, one 
of artillery, and one battallion of fepoys, but 
they did not arrive fo foon as was expedied 1 
from Bombay were fcnt four companies of 
European infantry, and two battallions of 
fepoys, commanded by Colonel Hartlevi 
Thus reinforced, General Goddard, on the 
1 fl: of January 1780, marched from his 
camp near Surat, and croffing the Tappyi 
took poffeffion of all the territory round Su* 
fat and Broach, and proceeded into thd 

Guzerat s 



b t^ BOMBAY. 537 

Guicrat : part of this country belongs to the 
Gwicawar family and is at prefent poflfeffed 
by Futty Sing, and the remainder immedi- 
ately to the Poonah government or Paifhwa 
family : this was a proper foundation for a 
treaty With Futty Sing, whofe lituation in 
regard to the governing party at Poonah 
hath been already mentioned. On the 19th, 
the army encamped before the fort of Dub- 
boy, fubjedt to Poonah ; the garrifon made 
at firft a (hew of retiftance, firing (bme fhot 
on the approach ; that night a battery was 
erefted which was intended to begin next 
day ; fbme attempts were made to difturb 
the work, but upon its being finiflied, the 
garrifon abandoned the place, in which were 
found only a few unarmed inhabitants. The 
revenues of this diftrift amount to two lacks 
of rupees a year; it was left in charge of a 
colleftor and Ibme troops from Broach, and 
the march was continued towards Broderah, 
the refidence of Futty Sing, which v/as held 
by a ftrong garrifon ; General Goddard pro- 
pofeda treaty to him ; fome days he remained 
in fufpence, but his deliberation ended in 
concluding an alliance ; the conditions of 
which were, that the Paifhwa (hould be 
totally excluded from any polVeffion in Gu- 

Y 2;erat, 
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zerat, and the Englifli and Futty Sing en- 
"gaged mutually to fupport each other in the 
poffeffions they (hould fhare between them. 
Futty Sing was to furnifli 3000 horfe to 
General Goddard, and to have Ahmedavad irt 
lieu of his (hare of the Guzerat foutH of the 
Tappy, and he was to be efFeftually fup- 
ported in withholding his tribute of twenty- 
fcven lacks till the conclufion of peace, when 
his intercfts were to be taken care of. This 
fettled, he . accompanied the Englifli army 
with his horfe to Ahmedavad, the capital of 
Guzerat ; this is a large town well fortified* 
On the loth of February they encamped be- 
fore it ; it was defended by a great number 
of troops, part of which were 6000 Arabs, 
and 2000 cavalry; the batteries were ready 
the 1 2th at noon, by the 1 4th at night feve- 
ral breaches were prafticable, and at day- 
break on the I 5th the Europeans and lepoy 
grenadiers, led by the gallant Colonel Hart- 
ley, took it by frorm after a vigorous refift- 
ance from the brave Arabs, great number of 
whom fell ; the lofs of the Englilh in killed 
and wounded amounted but to one hundred 
and twenty, but that of the enemy to up- 
wards of iGoo. The town according to 
agreement was given up. to Futty Sing, and a 

fmall 
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iinall detachment of his and the EngUfh 
troops left for the guard of it. 

The jealoufies at Poonah had not difcon* 
tinued, Nanah had even projected to feize the 
perfbns of Holcar and Sindia, but without 
effeft; but they were reunited by the com- 
mon danger : upon the news of the march of 
the Englifli army to Ahmedavad being re- 
ceived at Poonah, a confiderable force pro- 
ceeded under Smdia and Holcar to prevent 
that fiege, or if. begun to force them to raile 
it,, but they learned the capture before they 
had got half way ; that flackened their pace, 
yet they continued moving towards the 
£ngli(h; when they reached the environs bf 
Broderah, General Goddard marched to meet 
them, they retreated as he advanced ; in 
three days he had got fo near as to occupy in . 
a few hours the camp they had left in the 
morning ; there Sindia and Holcar fent him 
back the hoftages, writing to him, that though 
authorifed by the law of nations to put them 
to death, they would not be guilty of fuch 
inhumanity ; alking at the fame time whe- 
ther he meant peace or war ? the anfwer 
was, that the war was only againft Nanah 
and the enemies of the Englifli, to which a 

Y 2 repl^ 
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reply was given by their Vaqueel, that Sh\« 
dia was an en^my to Nanah and well in^* 
dined to the EngTifli j thus a kind of nego- 
tiation was feemingly offered, whilfl evidently 
their fch^me was to harrafs and diftrefs the 
Englifh arnny by hovering round thern, an(t 
pot leaving it in their power to come to an 
engagement to keep th^m in qontiqual alarm, 
and cut off their prpvifibiis- and forage ; in 
this manner to draw out th© campaign till 
the rains fhould put an end to it, when 
they would retire and go to the cult^r^. 
p£ their farms, ■ ' ^ 

General Goddard faw- theconfequerices-oF 
this manoeuvre, and fludied to end it bj? a 
decifive ftrpke : on the 3d of April, about 
two in the morning, he marched filently fronri 
his camp with a chofen detachment, confift- 
ing of four battalions of fepoy grenadiers, 
four companies of European ififantry, four 
twelve-pounders, and eight iix-ppundefs, and 
after marching about feven miles, at the dawn 
pf day entered their camp ; he was- fo provi- 
dent in every precaution that his march was 
totally undifcovered, and regularity and order 
fo well preferved that unperceived he reached 
the center of their Qamp, after paffing through 
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a body of fix thoufand men ; he then began 
his attack ; great was the confufion among 
the enemy, yet they got fome troops toge- 
ther with which they endeavoured to oppofe 
him, but in vain ; they fled from their camp 
into a neighbouring ground, where, without 
lofs of time, he charged them ; after a fliort 
refiftance that whole army, confifting of up- 
wards of 30,000 men, dilperfed totally, 
leaving him not only mafter of the field, but 
pf that whole country. The lofs on the 
Englifh fide was very inconfiderable, being 
pot more than twenty killed and wounded. 
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